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Three Borders Federation (Yeovil 2 Race). 

Members of the Three Borders Federation 

sent 1,628 birds to the second Yeovil race of 

the season and Federation convoy, Gary 

Essex, liberated at 09.00hrs in a strong 

south west wind, producing a great race for 

the membership. After ‘knocking at the 

door’ in the first two races of the season, 

the 2014 Federation Individual Champions, 

Frank and Sue Carson of the Mitcham & 

Merton club, won 1st Federation with a 

game yearling cock. The partners have 

previously won in the first two Federation 

races: 2nd, 6th, 7th, 15th, 25th Federation 

Blandford (1,314 birds), 7th, 11th, and 24th 

Federation Yeovil 1 (1,444 birds), and can 

now add 1st Federation Yeovil to their 2015 

tally. Fantastic pigeon racing! 

The first ten in the Yeovil 2 Federation 

result were: 1) Frank & Sue Carson 1824: 2) 

Dave ‘Topper’ Taylor & son 1822: 3) Bob & 

Danny Carter 1822: 4) Bob & Danny Carter 

1822: 5) Paul Arnold 1813: 6) Malik & Khan 

1812: 7) Mr. & Mrs. S. Gasson 1809: 8) A. 

Stoner & son 1808: 9) Mr. & Mrs. T. 

Leonard 1808: 10) Ken Wise 1808. 

The ‘Federation Individual Points’ Trophy 

was won in the 2014 season by Frank Susan 

Carson of the Mitcham & Morden club, with 

42 points, and joint runners up, with both 

being on 28 points, were Dave & Ben Taylor 

of South Downs club and Danny Allison of 

the Esher club. Frank and Susan’s 

‘Federation Individual Points’ Trophy 

winning performances in the 2014 season 

were: (OB) 1st, 2nd, 6th, 14th, 16th 

Federation Blandford (1,397 birds), 5th, 

14th, 20th Federation Yeovil (1,702 birds), 

17th, 18th Federation Yeovil (1,291 birds), 

2nd, 22nd Federation Honiton (1,589 birds), 

17th Federation Exeter (1,338 birds), 18th, 

25th Federation Yelverton (1,167 birds), 

11th, 16th, 25th Federation Taunton (959 

birds), 2nd, 14th, 18th Federation Yeovil 

(764 birds), (YB) 8th, 9th, 10th, 12th, 13th, 

14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 

21st, 24th Federation Blandford (1,769 

birds), 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th Federation 

Wincanton (1,693 birds), 2nd, 4th, 8th, 9th, 

11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 24th, 25th 

Federation Blandford (1,688 birds), 11th, 

15th, 16th Federation Kingsdown (1,315 

birds), 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th’ 18th 

Federation Yelverton (867 birds). Pigeon 

racing at its absolute best! 
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Frank was born in Battersea, South London, 

and his grandfather was a fancier flying as J. 

Carson & son in the Chelsea & South 

Lambeth club. Frank spent a lot of time with 

his grandfather and as a result became 

interested in racing pigeons. When his 

grandfather died in 1978 he moved in with 

his grandmother and took the pigeons over. 

Frank is a used car dealer by trade and has 

been in the sport 35 years. He told me, 

‘Susan is a major worker with our pigeons 

and must take a share of the credit for our 

success over the years. Our youngest 

daughter Kimberley lends a hand when 

needed. I prefer sprint racing and have 

owned some really good widowhood cock 

in the early 1990s, which won up to 17 firsts 

each racing Saturday and Wednesday. Years 

ago we won the Kingston Open, when that 

was the main race to win with the best 

racers in the South of England sending their 

best. That was a great buzz! Over the years 

Susan and I have held most of the offices in 

the club, including Secretary and Chairman, 

but I personally think the modern day small 

clubs should amalgamate and create bigger 

clubs for better competition, to lift the 

sport out of decline. In my opinion John and 

Darren May are two of our best local 

fanciers, having put up some brilliant 

performance in the Combine, Classic and 

National over many years. Two great pigeon 

racers! Susan and I used to use the eye sign 

method in our stock loft, but as time has 

gone by we have gained a lot of experience, 

which has told us that breeders of winners 

come in all shapes and sizes, and some with 

not so good eye sign. In the stock loft we 

pair winners to winners, or breeders of 

winners to breeders of winner together! 

We are great believers in working the 

pigeons, but we also know they need rest 

and as soon as the last young bird race is 

over, we part all the birds and the loft is 

completely shut down for two months of 

the moult period’. Frank Carson is a born 

pigeon racer and has always been 

successful! 

The Carson partners enjoyed a wonderful 

2013 racing season and won 1st open 

L&SECC Guernsey (old bird), and long list of 

positions in the Three Borders Federation, 

including 1st and 2nd Federation three 

weeks on the trot, plus 1st and 2nd SMT 

Combine. I had a week’s holiday in the 

south of France in mid-June 2013 and on 

my return I visited the Carson’s home in 

Sutton to update Frank and Sue’s pigeon 

racing story. I last visited their loft for an 

article 30 years ago and although I’ve seen 

Frank about at pigeon functions, I think I’m 

right in saying I hadn’t seen Susan since that 

visit 30 years ago. She is now a busy 

grandmother and looked really well. Susan 

takes an active interest in the running of the 

loft, for example she has trained youngsters 

while Frank is involved with the widowers. 

She kept records, cleaned out and anything 

else that needed doing. To get the best out 

of pigeons, Susan said, it's a matter of 365 

days of dedication every year. The star 

pigeon of the Carson loft in the 2013 season 

was the yearling blue pied cock, ‘Mr. 

Stoner’, and he recorded 1st open London 

& South East Classic Club Guernsey (800 

birds), and 1st club, 1st Three Borders 

Federation, 1st SMT Combine Yelverton 
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(1596 birds), being raced on the 

widowhood system. A nice little extra to 

‘Mr. Stoner’s’ success story was the fact 

that his nest brother, ‘Alan’, was with him 

on the very same velocity from Yelverton 

(179 miles) and was joint 1st open SMT 

Combine! This fantastic nest pair of cocks 

were bred by Frank’s good friend, John 

Stoner of Mitcham, from the very best 

Willie Jacobs and Gaby Vandenabeele 

bloodlines. Another top racer last season 

was the Willie Jacobs blue chequer cock, 

‘The 15 Cock’, and he beat ‘Alan’ twice in 

the 2013 season for top honors in the 

Federation results. 

 

I was very pleased see my great ol’ mate; 

Dave ‘Topper’ Taylor of the South Downs 

club had won the 2nd Federation Yeovil! 

Dave and I have known one another since 

we were young lads and although we don’t 

see one another very often these days; we 

have always been good mates. I have great 

respect for our ‘Topper’, as a mate and 

great pigeon racer! He raced for many years 

with his wife, Jackie, and now races in 

partnership with his son, Ben, who is very 

keen and is a great worker in the Taylor 

pigeon set up. The Taylor family have lived 

at their present address in Sutton for many 

years and the loft set up hasn’t changed 

very much in all that time. ‘Topper’ was 

famous throughout the sport for many 

years for his brilliant performances with his 

Maurice Verheye pigeons, but he tells me, 

although he still has some of his original 

Verheye pigeons, he now races several 

other families, including the Gaby 

Vandenabeele pigeons. In 2006 his good 

friend, Frank Carson, gave him a complete 

round of youngsters and most of the 33 

babies were Mark & Dick Evans / Gaby 

Vandenabeele pigeons. Frank’s youngsters 

have been brilliant, producing many 

winners including 1st section E, 3rd open 

NFC, 3rd section E, 5th open NFC and 

‘Topper’s’ great stock, ‘The Paddy Cock’, 

which is the sire of many winners for the 

Taylor loft. Dave and Ben race 22 cocks on 

the widowhood system and these are 

paired up at the end of January. Normally 

the racing cocks rear youngsters before 

going on the system, but Ben tells me, this 

year they didn’t rear any babies and have 

been raced dry. The partner’s race a 

standard widowhood system, by showing 

the hens on marking night and the cocks get 

their mates for a minimum of an hour on 

their return from the race. ‘Topper’ told me, 

‘we don’t break the birds down these days 

and haven’t used depurative corn for over 

two years. During the racing season the 

birds get ‘Gerry Plus’ in the first part of the 

week and then go on to ‘Super Widowhood’ 

mixture for the second half build up to the 

race. Nothing has been used in our drinkers 

in in recent times, apart from clean water 

and the birds get a mid-season canker 

treatment. Our cocks had very few training 
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tosses at the start of the season and since 

racing has started they have only had their 

regular exercise flies around home’. 

David’s father was a pigeon fancier, racing 

in the Kingston club with outstanding 

success from 1963. Dave started to take an 

interest at the age of seven and 

remembered his dad’s original stock birds 

cost £2-50p each from a fancier in 

Chicklewood. He had been in the sport over 

25 years when he won the Young Bird 

National and said at that time that he could 

still remember the fantastic performances 

being put up by the C. H. Besant & sons 

partnership in the strong Kingston club. His 

dad’s loft was 18ft. with bays and bucket 

traps, and says his ‘Heinz 57’ strain raced 

well. Dave clocked his first pigeon in for his 

dad in 1967, a grizzle he recalls, and won 

the Surrey Federation. At the time, on 

hearing that ‘Topper’ had won the 1988 

Young Bird National from Guernsey, I was 

highly chuffed, but not really surprised. I 

flew in the very strong Kingston club in the 

mid-1970 with ‘Topper’ and he has always 

been an ‘ace’ at young bird racing. When I 

cast my mind back to those days when 

‘Topper’ and I were both foot loose and 

fancy free, I can remember him winning the 

Surrey Federation from the inland race 

points and winning the Kingston’s longest 

old bird race from Bergerac. Dave brought 

his Bergerac winner around my house to 

have its photo taken and he named the blue 

chequer hen, ‘Jackie’, after his then 

girlfriend. Now Dave and Jackie are a long 

time married, with a family and live in 

Sutton. Jackie was very interested in the 

pigeons and she got them in from training, 

changed the drinking water three times a 

day and let the old birds fly out in the 

mornings. As I’ve previously stated, I’ve 

known Dave a long time and he is a great 

guy, and a brilliant pigeon fancier! 

 

Congratulation to Bob and Danny Carter of 

the Esher club, they are at top end of the 

Federation result again for the second week 

on the trot, recording: 3rd, 4th, 14th, 19th, 

20th, 21st, 22nd and 23rd Federation. 

Brilliant consistency! Well, that’s our article 

for this week! I can be contacted with any 

pigeon ‘banter’ on telephone number: 

01372 463480 or email: 

keithmott1@virginmedi.com  

TEXT & PHOTOS BY KEITH MOTT 

(www.keithmott.com)  
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