
 

ON THE ROAD 

By Keith Mott 
 

BHW Blackpool Show of the Year 2015 

I didn’t get to the Blackpool Show this time because of my now famous ‘dodgy knee’, which has 

stopped me from attending any shows this winter. I was booked to judge at five premier shows 

and had to cancel them all, as I can’t drive for more than about an hour and get pain when I 

stand in one spot for too long. In normal life I can cope, but it is the driving long distances which 

give me the problems! I haven’t wasted my time and have spent the winter sorting out my new 

photography equipment and writing articles. I have been judging Classic and National shows for 

over forty years and this is the first winter that I not judged a pigeon show. Needless to say, I 

have really missed it and will get the problem sorted out, and will be back in my judging coat 

next winter! 

 

The 2015 BHW Blackpool ‘Show of the Year’ was its normal outstanding success! I had my first 

phone call about the show on the Sunday night, when Terry Haley rang to give me the great 

news that my ol’ friends, Colin and Jean Carter of Churchdown had won Best in Show and Best 

Inter Society classes. I spoke to Colin on the Monday morning and he was delight to finish off a 

brilliant 2014 / 5 show season with a Best in Show at Blackpool. 

 

Colin & Jean Carter won Best in Show for the third time at the 2015 BHW Blackpool ‘Show of 

the Year’, with his champion silver hen, ‘Cotswold Silver Star’. This hen was bred from Steve 

Wheatley and Ron McCarthy stock birds and the Blackpool show was her first time in the show 

pen! Colin and Jean have had very successful 2014 / 15 show season and another principal 

pigeon was their mosaic hen, ‘Cotswold Southern Belle’, and she won this time: 1st Blackpool 

show and Best Inter Society (350 birds), BIS RPRA Southern Region Show (729 birds), BOS 

Stithians Show, 1st South West Open Show and 2nd ‘Duchy’ Open Show. What a great season! 

Colin told me, ‘this hen, ‘Cotswold Southern Belle’, is bred from our well known and successful 

mosaic family, which we have established over the last seven years from a pair of mosaic 

pigeons from John Robilliard, and a number of mosaic pigeons loaned from Ron McCarthy. By 

winning Best in Show at the RPRA Southern Region Show this winter, ‘Southern Belle’, she 

qualified for the ‘Supreme Champion’ class at the 2015 BHW Blackpool Show, but we decided 

to enter her in the normal show, and she won 1st Class 10 and Best Inter Society Classes 9 to 14 

(350 birds). By making this decision we helped secure ‘Most Points’ and £100 for the Devon & 

Cornwall Show Racer Society. 

 

When walking around the National shows in the winter months, we quite often bump into Colin 

Carter and win or lose, he always seems cheerful. Colin and his wife, Jean, are fanciers who 

enjoy their pigeons, top or bottom of the result sheet, they always enjoy themselves! Being one 

of the premier Show Racer partnerships in the U.K., more often than not they have pigeons on 

the winners table, which is great achievement as theirs is a small team loft, with quality and not 

quantity being the criteria for their pigeon regime. Colin’s wife, Jean, is his pigeon partner and 

is very active in the sport, playing a big part in the management of the birds and attends all the 

big shows with him. 

 

Colin Carter was born in Portchester, Hampshire in 1938 and although he is one of the premier 

pigeon showmen in the UK, not many people know that he has been a first class angler since he 

was eight year old. As a lad he used to fish in the local stream catching Minnows and Brown 

Trout on red worms, and later progressed to sea fishing in Portsmouth harbour from a rowing 

boat, with his elder cousins. He spent several years’ sea fishing and eventually obtained his own 

boat, which he purchased from the late Jack Hargreaves of Southern Television’s ‘Out of Town’ 

fame. Colin tells me he caught most of the common species in and around the harbour and in 

the Solent, including Flounders, Plaice, Dogfish, Pouting, Dabs, Congers, Rays, Smooth Hounds 

and Bass. Colin’s best sea fish was a 31lb. Tope!  

 

After leaving the south coast to live in Gloucestershire in 1970, Colin says, the fishing had to 

take a back seat, until one day his children wanted to have a go at drowning a few maggots at 

the local lake. In his area there are plenty of good course fishing venues, including lakes, 

reservoirs and two big rivers, so the Carter family started to fish regularly. Colin has always 

been interested in fishing with a fly for Trout and Salmon, so that’s pretty well all the type of 

fishing he has done for the last ten years. He makes most of his own flies and maintains it 

makes it more enjoyable when you catch a fish on something you have made up yourself. He 

says, he is not the best of fly tiers, but even his rubbish flies catch decent fish. It’s not the 

catching, it’s the fishing he enjoys, although he gets a buzz when playing fish, he told me, to be 

in the countryside and seeing the wildlife is the best part of the hobby. He is a member of the 

Ross-on-Wye Angling Club. Colin likes the wide open spaces when he fishes in Alberta, in 

Canada, where you can fish all day and not see another person, only Eagles, Bears, Beavers and 

Coyotes. 

 

John and Pam Robilliard of Bodmin made their annual trip up to Blackpool and had another 

successful show, after winning Best in Show at Blackpool in 2014. Their champion mosaic cock, 

‘Rocquaine Harry’, won 1st Class 11 and BOS Inter Society Classes 9 to 14 (350 birds) at the 2015 

Blackpool event. The cock really is a ‘class act’; having previously won Best in Show ten times at 

premier shows and was 3rd BHW Blackpool Show 2013, and also previously qualified for the 

Supreme Champion class after being BIS at the Camborne SR Open Show.  

 

The 2014 show season also saw him win BIS Royal Cornwall Show, BOS British Show Racer 

Federation Show and 3rd at the South West SR Show. John tells me he was bred from a pair of 



his top mosaic breeders! John and Pam also won Class 12 at the 2015 Blackpool Show with their 

blue chequer cock, ‘Rocquaine Kernow Lad’ and he is another star in the Cornish loft having 

won as a young bird in 2013:1st Royal Welsh Show, 1st Royal Cornwall Show, 1st South West SR 

Society Show and in 2014: 1st Royal Cornwall Show, 2nd South West SR Society Show, 2nd British 

SR Federation Show. 

 

Blackpool Show committee chairman, David Trippett, told me at the Blackpool Show last year 

that committee meet about five times a year, and the show has raised about three million 

pounds for charity in its 43 years existence, with over £63,000-00 being donated from the 2013 

event. I mentioned in that conversation with David that I attended that first BHW Blackpool 

Show held at the Winter Gardens in 1977 and I recalled it was staged to host the 15th Pigeon 

Olympiad. David told me the ‘Show of the Year’ had previously been held in Doncaster, but had 

to move to a bigger venue, the Winter Gardens in Blackpool, to fit in the Olympiad birds. Back 

in October 2013 I received a letter from the RPRA, inviting me to judge at the BHW ‘Show of the 

Year’, Blackpool 2014 and I was delighted to except, as I have always loved do the job and 

consider it a great honour to be asked. This was my third time judging at the premier show in 

the UK and I then received a phone call in December from the Blackpool Show committee 

inviting me to take on the premier judging job in the show world, to judge the specials and 

Blackpool Show ‘Best in Show’. I have been judging at top National and Show Society shows for 

40 years and to judge ‘Best in Show’ at Blackpool was the crowning glory of all those years 

doing the job. I was highly delighted and accepted the invitation immediately. The showing 

legend, John Robilliard, won Best in Show with his wonderful red hen, ‘Rocquaine Princess’, and 

what a brilliant hen she was! I was so delighted to hear that great news that he had won BIS, as 

John has given a life time’s work to our sport and deserves every success he has with his 

wonderful Show Racers. Talking to John after the event, he said, the hen is now called 

‘Rocquaine Queen’ and she won as a young bird, and won a first at the Duchy Show in 

November 2013. She was bred from a pair of stock birds that John obtained at the Ken Jeffery 

of St Ives dispersal sale. 

 

In my 43 years as a pigeon scribe, a fancier I have admired is, John Robilliard, for his high level 

of success with his birds and the great work he has puts in to our sport, over many years. 

Through the 50 years that John has been in the sport he has given a 100% commitment, being a 

founder member of the Bodmin R.P.C., serving over 20 years as secretary, also a founder 

member of the Mid Cornwall Federation, serving as President of the Federation and Cornish 

Combine. On the Show Racer scene he has had a 40 year commitment to the Royal Cornwall 

Show, serving as secretary and chairman, and has a big involvement with the British Show Racer 

Federation, the Stithians Show and a founder member of both the Devon & Cornwall Show 

Racer Society and South West Show Racer Society. John had quite a full pigeon life, when did 

his wife Pam get to see him! He had a big involvement with the RPRA spanning over many years 

and was a founder member of the Devon and Cornwall Region. He was elected President of the 

RPRA in 1996, serving his three year term and before that was vice-president for four years. 

John said, ‘It was an honour to be President for the year the RPRA celebrated it’s Centenary in 

1996 and again in 1998 when it hosted the Olympiad in Blackpool’. 

Congratulations to Roland and Julie Thresher of Devon who won ‘Supreme Champion’ at the 

Blackpool Show. They are two more very successful Show Racer fanciers, who are great workers 

for the sport. Well done to you both! See you all at the shows next winter! 
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