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Esher & Dist. R.P.C. Prize Presentation 

2015 

The Esher & Dist. RPC held its annual prize 

presentation at the Westend Social Club in 

January and the event is always very 

informal, and very much family orientated.  

A good percentage of the members and 

their partners attended the function, which 

was a fish and chips / Chinese food evening, 

with the food being brought in by Jackie 

Palmer, wife of the club secretary, Allen. 

The Esher club race in the Three Borders 

Federation and has always maintained a 

strong social and family tradition. The club 

has its race diplomas beautifully produced 

in book form every year and these are given 

out to the member with the trophies.  

The books are produced by club member, 

Mike Charlton, and he makes brilliant job of 

them, being something the members are 

proud to own. Thanks to Mike!  



 

 

The prizes and trophies were presented to 

the members by Dawn Mearns, and 

principal prize winners were: 1) Danny 

Allison £254 (four race wins): 2) Colin Crook 

& Andy Iddenden £247 (two race wins): 3) 

Chris Slight & Trevor Taylor £229 (four race 

wins): 4) Bobby & Danny Carter £138 (two 

race wins): 5) Malik & Khan £127 (two race 

wins): 6) Paul Arnold £125 (two race wins). 

Congratulation to all the prize winners! 

Thanks to Allen and Jackie Palmer for all 

their hard work and giving the Esher 

members another great night! 

 

The Three Borders Federation sent 764 

birds to Yeovil for the last old bird inland 

race of the 2014 season and with the 

convoy being liberated in a fresh South 

West wind, the members enjoyed a brilliant 

finally. Jim Rookledge and Ray Mearns of 

the Esher & Dist. RPC won 1st Federation by 

a ‘country mile’! The real buzz for me and 

I’m sure for the other members of the Esher 

club was to see Jimmy Rookledge win the 

Federation out of Yeovil by 19 ypm clear. 

Jimmy is advancing in years and has carried 

on racing the pigeons this season in spite of 

the very sudden passing of his pigeon 

partner and the club’s dear friend, Ray 

Mearns, in February 2014. Ray was a very 

good pigeon racer and had flown in 

partnership with Jimmy Rookledge since the 

2000 season, and they enjoyed some 

wonderful success racing in one of the 

strongest clubs in the south of England. Ray 

was a great worker in the Esher club and if 

there was anything to be done, he was 

always there first to sort it out. Jim and Ray 

went on to win 1st Federation for the 

second time in the 2014 season with a 

young bird. The club invited Ray Mearns 

wife, Dawn, to present the prizes and 

trophies at the annual ‘do’ and I must it was 

really nice to see her back at the pigeon 

club. 

 

Dawn Mearns and her late husband, Ray, 

were both great workers for the Esher club, 

running barbeques and the club shows on a 

regular basis. Back in 1989, when I first met 

her, she was then Dawn Matthews, the up 

and coming pigeon racer and the 17 year 

old daughter of the Epsom Downs pigeon 

club secretary, Maggie Matthews. Having 

pigeons in the family for most of her life, 

Dawn became interested in the sport at the 

tender age of five. After taking her GCE ‘A’ 

levels she had a lot of spare time while 

looking for a job, so looked after her dad 

and mum’s birds, as he had changed his job 



 

 

and had no time for the pigeons. When her 

dad finally said he was thinking of getting 

rid of the birds and resign from the sport, 

Dawn took them over. 

 

In 1987 she trained and raced the six 

youngsters that her dad had left and 

chalked up 1st club, 10th London 

Federation Dorchester and 6th club 

Dorchester. Although she was running her 

dad’s birds many local fanciers gave her 

youngsters in 1988 including Doug Walker, J. 

Sparrowhawk, Penfold & Wilson, Dave 

White and Duffell Brothers. Dawn said at 

the time that, before taking up pigeon 

racing she spent all her time at school 

studying for her exams, although she went 

to the club on marking and checking nights. 

The 1988 season saw Dawn win the longest 

old bird race from Bergerac (450 miles) and 

1st and 2nd in the longest young bird race 

from Wadebridge (210 miles) in the Epsom 

Downs club. A fantastic performance! 

Dawn’s Bergerac winner was her dad’s old 

blue hen, ‘The Bergerac Hen’, which had 

previously won Bergerac for him in 1985. 

Dawn sent the hen to the Croydon 

Federation Bergerac to record 3rd club with 

her, and sent her back to the Surrey 

Federation Bergerac seven days later to win 

the Epsom Downs club. This great hen flew 

900 miles in seven days and won two major 

prizes. Dawn won the longest young birds’ 

race from Wadebridge with, ‘63’, a blue 

chequer hen bred by the late Doug Walker 

of Ewell. Dawn said her most thrilling 

experience was winning her first race in 

1987 and also being voted by the Epsom 

members ‘The Sportsperson of the Year’ for 

1988. 

Danny Allison enjoyed a brilliant 2014 old 

bird season, being the Esher Club’s premier 

prize winner and finishing in great style with 

1st club, 2nd Federation, 7th SMT Combine 

Bergerac (453 miles), with only four birds 

clocked in race time in the Federation. 

Apart from all his many other Federation 

positions he has won in the 2014 season, he 

has recorded: 1st club, 1st Federation, 4th 

SMT Combine Falaise (740 birds), 1st club, 

1st Federation, 2nd SMT Combine Messac 

(1,160 birds). These performances are what 

most fanciers just dream about! With us 

both being Kingston lads, Danny Allison and 

I must go back well over 40 years to the late 

1970’s when we both raced in the Kingston 

& District HS, which was at that time one of 

the strongest clubs in the mighty Surrey 

Federation. Danny was born in to the 

pigeon racing sport with dad being a fancier 

and they flew in partnership for many years. 

They were very successful and when his dad 

came out of the sport, Danny took over the 

pigeons at a very young age. He has always 

raced on the natural system and has won 

many premier positions in the Federation 

and Combine through the years; the best 

being 1st open SMT Combine Bergerac (450 

miles). In recent years he has been in 

partnership with several premier fancier in 

the Surrey area, but a few years ago he 

decided to go it alone again and 

approached Trussler Brothers of West 

Molesey for some stock birds. Dick and 

Brian gave him 15 widowhood cocks with 

their mates and this generous gift by the 

brother is the base of Danny’s very 



 

 

successful team today. Danny told me that 

he is very grateful to Trussler Brothers, who 

have also given him other good stock 

pigeons and never charged him a penny! He 

calls them the ‘Godfathers’ of pigeon racing 

and says they are two brilliant blokes. 

Danny also told me they have been so 

generous with gift pigeons and advice, he 

owes much of his good success to them! I 

have known the late Dick Trussler and his 

brother, Brian, since I started up in the 

sport, 45 years ago, and they were one of 

best lofts in the south of England then and 

they are still one of the best today. They 

must have lost count of the first 

Federations they have won through the 

years and have also won 1st open L&SECC 

and 1st open SMT Combine. Certainly two 

of the best fancier ever to race in the Surrey 

area! 

The competition in the Three Borders 

Federation was strong and hard in the 2014 

season, and once again the mighty Esher & 

Dist. RPC came out on top, winning the 

‘Federation Points’ Trophy’, with 186 points. 

The club has won the championship seven 

times in the last ten years and this time the 

runners up were South Downs, on 146 point. 

It is common knowledge that the Esher is a 

very strong club, sending up to 350 birds a 

week and in most races, short or long, 

members have to more or less win the 

Federation to win the club. Needless to say 

the Esher member’s presence was very 

strong in the Federation results and in the 

21 races they won just under 200 racing 

positions, including ten 1st Federation 

winners in the 2014 season. A fantastic club 

performance! The Esher club’s HQ has been 

at the Westend Sports & Social Club for 

many years and the lads asked me to do a 

‘Federation Championship’ photo to hang in 

the club’s bar area, with Football and 

Cricket sections trophy photos. I’ve included 

the photo this week. 

Three Borders Federation 

It has been a busy winter for the officer of 

the Federation and one of the main things 

to come from all their good efforts is they 

have purchased a transporter for the 2015 

season. The time of writing this article the 

vehicle has just been picked up from Hull, 

as a new set of race crates have been made 

for it, but it will be sign written with the 

Federation name in couple of weeks and I 

can get some photos of it. The immaculate 

transporter is a 2006 Iveco turbo daily 3ltr 

injection, complete with an Ifor Williams 

trailer for extra birdage. It has no racking, 

96 integrated crates (2,600 birds), curtains 

and stainless steel drinkers. Sounds really 

good, I look forward to seeing it! 

 

The Three Borders Federation 2015 race 

programme is: (OB) 11th April Blandford: 

18th April Yeovil: 25th April Yeovil: 2nd May 

Honiton: 9th May Falaise (SMT Combine): 

16th May Exeter: 23rd May Vire (SMT 

Combine): 30th May Honiton: 6th June 

Fougeres (SMT Combine): 13th June 

Yelverton: 20th June Messac (SMT 

Combine): 27th June Taunton: 4th July 

Yeovil: 11th July Truro (SMT Combine): (YB) 

1st August Blandford: 8th August Blandford: 

15th August Yeovil: 22nd August Blandford: 

29th August Kingsdown: 5th September 



 

 

Exeter: 12th September Yelverton (SMT 

Combine). 

The Three Borders Federation winners in 

the 2014 season were: 1) Frank & Susan 

Carson (Mitcham) 1st Federation Blandford 

(1,397 birds): 2) Vic & Lou Emberson (Esher) 

1st Federation Yeovil (1,702 birds): 3) P. 

Clements (Isleworth) 1ST Federation Yeovil 

(1,291 birds): 4) Paul Arnold (Esher) 1st 

Federation Honiton (1,589 birds): 5) Allison 

& Ibrahim (Esher) 1st Federation Falaise 

(740 birds): 6) E. & J. K. Benjamin 

(Richmond) 1st Federation Exeter (1,338 

birds): 7) A. & Miss P. Tullett (Guildford) 1st 

Federation Fougeres (711 birds): 8) Mick 

Nunn & son (Spelthorne) 1st Federation 

Honiton (1,216 birds): 9) Dave & Ben Taylor 

(South Downs) 1st Federation Yelverton 

(1,167 birds): 10) Allison & Ibrahim (Esher) 

1st Federation Messac (731 birds): 11) Dave 

& Ben Taylor (South Downs) 1st Federation 

Taunton (959 birds): 12) Slight & Taylor 

(Esher) 1st Federation Nort sur Erdre (484 

birds), 1st SMT Combine (699 birds): 13) Jim 

Rookledge & Ray Mearns (Esher) 1st 

Federation Yeovil (764 birds): 14) Rob 

Winton (Guilford) 1st Federation Bergerac 

(325 birds): 15) R. Harper & son (Mitcham) 

1st Federation Blandford (1.064 birds): 16) 

John Barnham (Pyrford) 1st Federation 

Blandford (1,769 birds): 17) Jim Rookledge 

& Ray Mearns (Esher) 1st Federation 

Wincanton (1,693 birds): 18) Terry Smart 

(Spelthorne) 1st Federation Blandford 

(1,688 birds): 19) Malik & Khan (Esher) 1st 

Federation Taunton (1,471 birds): 20) Slight 

& Taylor (Esher) 1st Federation Kingsdown 

(1,315 birds): Malik & Khan (Esher) 1st 

Federation Yelverton (867 birds). The 

‘Federation Individual Points’ Trophy was 

won in the 2014 season by Frank Susan 

Carson of the Mitcham & Morden club, with 

42 points, and joint runners up, with both 

being on 28 points, were Dave & Ben Taylor 

of South Downs club and Danny Allison of 

the Esher club. 

That’s it for this week! Good luck to all my 

many friends at the Esher club for the 

forthcoming 2015 racing season. I can be 

contacted with any pigeon ‘banter’ on 

telephone number: 01372 463480. 

 

TEXT & PHOTOS BY KEITH MOTT 

(www.keithmott.com) 

 

3 April 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.keithmott.com/


 

 

 


