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- The Barcelona Challenge

* The Ultimate One Loft Race




LOU`S NEWS MARCH 2009

Since Monday  16th Feb John has been going up the lofts as usual, the birds have been going out section by section for their hour of exercise, then John has been locking the yearling cocks in their boxes and allowing the yearling hens through to jump up to the cocks in their boxes to allow the cocks to get used to the idea of sharing their box as they are a bit selfish and boisterous when it comes to sharing a bit like our Sophie -Louise being made to share her toys they have to get used to the idea!!.

John then takes the hens away between 5-5-30 pm and turns the bowls back over he went through this Monday to Thursday then on Friday after their fly John turned the bowls over and left the nest boxes open and let the hens join the cocks and we find doing it this way they pair easier as they have got used to the idea of the hens being in there with them. They are now down on eggs ready for our second online auction. We were really pleased as out of 70 pairs we had 67 down on eggs in just three days , obviously once they had been together and paired up.
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 Our good friends Paul & Janet Rennison Kev Rennisons parents, our children’s adopted grandparents who came out to celebrate our Connor`s 13TH BIRTHDAY  Now I feel old !!!!!

I would just like to thank our official Barcelona loft IT  consultant Kevin Rennison of French Fox who came over to us 10 pm Friday night to overhaul the pc as we thought we had a virus but as it turned out luckily a button had been turned on on e-mail account that made e-mails look corrupt as it was breaking them down into tiny bits of code before it sent them, so all sorted now thank goodness, bless him he worked on it till 2am so hopefully no more problems.

I think we have club meetings coming up shortly so once we have been I will forward proposed race programme.

I recently received an e-mail from Stephen Appleby which I thought I would include for you

“Hi John and Lou,

I have just read your excellent leaflet inviting fanciers to race from your lofts in France against the International contingent of pigeons. I must congratulate you on this venture as it gives the U.K. fancier a much better chance to take positions in the International open result and also see the full potential of their pigeons. There is no doubt that the race controller of the International races does not take into consideration the English Channel when analysing weather conditions, only those affecting the line of flight conditions into Holland, Belgium, France and Germany. Unless some wind assistance is available to the English birds they are at a distinct disadvantage having to negotiate the channel to reach a land mass again. This has proved to be the case on several international races when weather conditions over the channel were poor.I hope that you are successful with your French venture and if you require any information on the weather over Europe this coming season John can always contact me.
Steve Appleby.
 PS ..As John knows I do race pigeons myself winning Bergerac with a single entry last year and previously was 4th open NFC Saints again with a single entry.”
THE 3RD AND FINAL LOFT IS WELL UNDERWAY!!

We had the wood delivered on the 10th March late in the afternoon, so John and I had to get it into the garage in case of bad weather, that done John was up bright and early Wednesday morning to get the birds done and get cracking he seems to thrive on the pressure of it all.
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OUR SOPHIE-LOU CHECKING OUT THE NEW FLOOR!!
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THE FLOOR GOING DOWN

He had the loft built 30 foot by 12 in just THREE DAYS !!! I told you he was keen, our good friend Taffy came out for a couple of days to give John a hand see photo below.
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 HARD AT IT TAFF!!!

SUNDAY 22ND MARCH

Our first 2009 entrants arrived at the lofts; Harrisson & Hull have entered another team of six this year, so this is their second year and they will continue to send with us every year which is great to have that support.

They arrived on the Sunday with friends of theirs Bill and Margaret it was lovely to meet you both, I`m sure they will be back over, and they all left today the 26th.

Then on Saturday 28th I think we have Alan Holdaway, Mick Bunney and a couple of others. Then on Sunday 29th we have Keith Mott and his mate, John and Linda Tyerman and also Patrick De Muylder from Beyers as we are having a promotional DVD made, so busy times ahead again then we will start training.

We have our club meetings on the 4th April so I will then have our race programmes which I will include in my next article

THE COUNTDOWN IS ON 15 WEEKS TILL BARCELONA!!!!!

That’s about all for now 

As always take care of each other

Lou

