NFC Fougeres – In Search of Consistency

by Paul O’Leary

Welcome to the first in a series of reports this year on pigeons that scored well in the latest NFC old bird race (based on provisional result of members’ first-timed pigeons only) and that have previously taken good positions with the NFC. As always, the excellent Elimar team of Les Parkinson and Cameron Stansfield will already have compiled a very good report on the leading Open and Section winners but the pigeons listed below will for the most part have got little or no mention in their report by dint of the fact that they didn’t actually win their Section. The shape of the Fougeres result was of course fashioned by the East wind with the smallest section (ref: average entry over 56 races 1998-2007) completely dominating the Open result, with the more Easterly and Northern Sections being marginalized this time around. That matters not to this report as I look at the top 10 pigeons in each Section thereby giving a good spread across the sections. As you’ll quickly see I have found some wonderfully consistent pigeons:-

	Race/Year
	Pigeon
	Member
	Section
	Open Pos
	Sect Pos

	First pigeon to jump out of the result at me was this marvellous 8yo from the lofts of B&S Parkhouse. These lofts are no stranger to success with the NFC and BBC, despite their Westerly location. Among this pigeon’s past performances are TWO Section wins from Tarbes and St Nazaire. 

	Fougeres 2008
	GB00N09853
	B&S Parkhouse
	D
	11
	8

	Tarbes 2007
	
	
	
	210
	1

	St Nazaire 2006
	
	
	
	642
	1

	When I first looked at the Fougeres result I mistakenly assumed that this next pigeon was from the lofts of Jimmy Wearn, racing as Wearn Bros 1. However closer inspection revealed it was Wearn Bros 2, run by Jimmy’s bother Kenny Wearn. Kenny is one of the premier flyers on the South Coast but rarely seems to send with the NFC but as you can when he does he makes an impact. None less so than with this 4yo which takes 1st Section B having previously scored 5th Section 72nd Open Saintes 2006. Surely this is a pigeon that will score again with the NFC?

	Fougeres 2008
	GB04N959231
	Wearn Bros 2
	B
	48
	1

	Saintes 2006
	
	
	
	72
	5

	Now onto a member that’s fresh on my radar, BP Reene & Son. Well I’ll certainly be keeping my eye out for this hen in the future as she’s already picked up 2nd and 4th Section from Guernsey OH and Alencon.

	Fougeres 2008
	GB06N25344
	BP Reene & Son
	D
	50
	28

	Guernsey 2007
	
	
	
	295
	4

	Alencon 2007
	
	
	
	741
	2

	Now here’s someone I do know … through my software business … Eric Ilsley. Eric’s been quietly achieving some very good positions with this 6yo that has now scored three top 200 Open positions with the NFC. I did ask Eric for details on this pigeon but modesty must have got the better of him! I hope he’s going to have another crack at Tarbes with this pigeon as he did last year.

	Fougeres 2008
	GB02N12108
	E Ilsley
	F
	106
	3

	Tarbes 2007
	
	
	
	416
	14

	Alencon 2007
	
	
	
	166
	9

	Cholet 2007
	
	
	
	439
	3

	Messac 2005
	
	
	
	136
	12

	Here’s another member I know precious little about, but whose pigeon speaks volumes about Mr & Mrs PJ Wells. Three top 200 positions is the hallmark of a very good pigeon and is the kind of pigeon we’re all searching for.

	Fougeres 2008
	GB03N35248
	Mr & Mrs PJ Wells
	E
	124
	6

	Tarbes 2007
	
	
	
	200
	32

	Messac 2005
	
	
	
	145
	55

	This next hen, raced by Brian Keegan, has followed up on 14th Open 12th Section Guernsy OH 2007 with another good position from Fougeres. To clarify, last year she was raced under a different name (Sharon Jorro) albeit from the same lofts. 

	Fougeres 2008
	GB06N99716
	R Keegan/ S Jorro
	E
	125
	7

	Guernsey 2007
	
	
	
	14
	12

	Well, what can I say about the next pigeon in the list. I’ll stick with one word … PHENOMENAL!! Ernie Smith and Darren Baker’s 8yo widowhood cock named ‘Beckham’ was timed for the 8th time in NFC races including two previous section wins and only twice outside the top 200 in the result. Apart from his exploits with the NFC this pigeon has won 1st Open CSCFC Messac 2003 plus three other top 5 section positions with the CSCFC. Other leading positions have been won by ‘Beckham’ with the BBC and BICC, with total winnings of around £11,000 in all competitions. Darren tells me this pigeon will be back in the basket for Angers so we’ve all got this one to beat! Picture of Beckham attached …

	Fougeres 2008
	GB00N20878
	E Smith & D Baker
	F
	147
	10

	Cholet 2007
	
	
	
	348
	1

	St Malo 2006
	
	
	
	98
	2

	Sennen Cove 2006
	
	
	
	189
	13

	Messac 2005
	
	
	
	174
	16

	St Nazaire 2005
	
	
	
	403
	41

	Nantes 2004
	
	
	
	139
	8

	Nantes 2003
	
	
	
	28
	1

	The next partnership lives quite close to me and whilst I don’t know them personally I’m certainly aware of their ability in National and Classic races. On this occasion Mr & Mrs M Mead have timed a 2yo with two previous top 200 open positions with high section positions.

	Fougeres 2008
	GB06N96707
	Mr & Mrs M Mead
	A
	183
	6

	Alencon 2007
	
	
	
	190
	15

	Fougeres 2007
	
	
	
	23
	5

	From Section A we now navigate all the way up to Section L to find Harrison & Hull holding 6th Section with a 3yo that’s a previous winner of 5th Open 1st Section St Malo 2006. 

	Fougeres 2008
	GB05L17001
	Harrison & Hull
	L
	252
	6

	St Malo 2006
	
	
	
	5
	1

	Now across to Section K to find B&H Nicholls & Son holding 1st Section with a 4yo that’s a previous winner of 15th Open 4th Section Fougeres 2007. 

	Fougeres 2008
	GB04Z20584
	B&H Nicholls & Son
	K
	281
	1

	Fougeres 2007
	
	
	
	15
	4

	Last, but not least, I find BP Lee recording a second top 10 section position with his 3yo. Section L certainly didn’t have conditions to their liking in the Fougeres race, as their open positions reflect, but there’s always the Section to race for and in which to assess relative merit with your peers. 

	Fougeres 2008
	GB05J20951
	BP Lee
	L
	282
	9

	Cholet 2007
	
	
	
	19
	10


Well that’s about it this time around. I invite all those members listed above to contact me advising further details on these wonderful pigeons, plus photos if you have them. To all other members I would ask that you contact me immediately if you time a pigeon (whether it’s your first pigeon or not) that has previous good form with the NFC. Remember a pigeon doesn’t have to win its section to prove its consistency or worth to a loft. The performances referred to in this analysis have been drawn directly from a database built up by me over many years, and containing EVERY pigeon timed in an NFC race since 1997.  The first two members to E-Mail me (see address below) the correct answers to the following two questions will win a free CD copy of this database to install onto their computer. ARE YOU READY? 

Question 1 : Which NFC member has the best 1st bird average over the past three Grand National Races (Tarbes 2005; Bordeaux 2006; Tarbes 2007)

Question 2 : Which NFC member has the most section wins in the past 5 years?

Too easy? Too tough? Need to phone a friend? More questions to follow in future articles … 

Paul O’Leary

Tel : 07817-776720

E-Mail : poleary72@hotmail.com
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