
 

 

STORIES OF THE 

CHAMPIONS 
 

PART 13 

By Keith Mott 
 

CH. ‘SPARKY’ – Mr. & Mrs. Ron McCarthy 

of Rhymney 

 

I received a phone call from my good friend, 

Colin Carter, in March 2014 to inform me 

that the ‘master’, Ron McCarthy, had 

packed up his pigeons the week previous 

because of one or two health problems. 

Ron, now 81 years old, was going to retire 

from the Show Racer scene a year or so 

earlier, had been persuaded by the lads to 

carry on, but had now decided to call it a 

day! His 30 bird strong Show Racer team 

have gone up to the north east of England 

and are now the property the Wheatley 

family of Middlesbrough.  

This really is bad news as Ron was the 

‘master’ of the show pen and his wonderful 

record in Society and National shows must 

rate him as one the greatest showmen of all 

time in the UK! Colin told me we will still 

see Ron about at the main National Shows 

as long as he can get a lift to venue and he 

will still enjoy the sport as a spectator. We 

look forward to seeing the ‘master’ next 

winter! 

Ron McCarthy and his late wife, June, won 

Best in Show at the 2009 BHW Blackpool 

Show for the record fifth time with a 

wonderful young dark chequer Show Racer 

cock, now named ‘Colin’s Cracker’ and he 

was bred by Colin Carter of Churchdown. 

He was bred from a cock loaned from Ron 

McCarthy which is also the sire of Ron’s 

Champion ‘Blue Boy’ winner of BIS at the 



 

 

BHW Blackpool Show in 2006 and the dam 

of ‘Colin’s Cracker’ was Colin’s good dark 

hen, winner of many firsts including 

‘Champion Hen’ at the Edinburgh Show, 

plus is dam of many winners.  

On one of my ‘Many Miles with Mott’ video 

tours of South Wales, I visited the premier 

Show Racer fanciers, Ron and June 

McCarthy of Gwent. In Ron’s 60 plus years 

in the sport, he has won many top positions, 

including B.I.S. Cardiff Charity Show, B.I.S. 

Show of the West, B.I.S. Birmingham Mail 

Show, B.I.S. Midlands Show several times, 

B.I.S. R.P.R.A. Southern Region Show several 

times, B.I.S. B.H.W. Blackpool Show (a 

record five times), Supreme Champion at 

Blackpool and Supreme Champion Young 

Bird Southern Classic Show. A fantastic loft 

performance in classic shows!  

Ron says, although it was many years ago, 

he rates his wonderful blue chequer cock, 

‘Sparky’, as his best champion pigeon. He 

won thirty six firsts and many times Best in 

Show at Classic and National events, 

including BIS at the ‘Peoples Show’ and BIS 

at the ‘Show of the West’ held at Swindon. 

This wonderful cock was winning in the 

‘golden’ era of showing in the late 1960’s, 

when Harry King and other Show Racer 

‘superstars’ were at their best.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CH. ‘NANCY’ – Mark Hylands of Port Talbot. 

 

Mark Hylands is one of the premier 

showmen in this country, having won 

consistently at the highest level in the Show 

Racer world. The lad from South Wales first 

started up with racing pigeon at the age of 

nine and tells me there were no pigeon 

fanciers in his family. The young Mark had 

his first Show Racers from the late Will 

Morley of Port Talbot at the age of 13 and 

these were housed in a 10ft.x 6ft. loft. At 

that time, although he had some show birds, 

he was still hooked on the racing pigeons. 

Like all true Welsh men, when Mark was 

younger he played Rugby for his local club, 

Aberavon Green Star R.F.C. His first really 

successful show birds were obtained from 

David Shuttleworth of Bridgend. David was 

a great all round fancier and had the best 

Reds and Mealies at that time. When Mark 

worked in Essex he visited the great Bill 

Meader at every spare moment he had, to 

learn the showing ‘trade’ from one of the 

all-time greats. Mark says, Bill Meader was 

the ‘master’ and he learnt a lot from him.  

One of the best birds he ever owned was a 

mealy pied hen gift from ‘wee’ Jimmy 



 

 

Fitzpatrick of Glasgow and she was the 

mother of his loft at that time. Mark says 

what a pigeon! He maintains ‘wee’ Jimmy is 

the best all round pigeon man on the show 

scene today and there is nothing he hasn’t 

won. Mark’s first society was the very 

strong Monmouth S.R.S., which at that time 

had a membership like a ‘who’s who’ of 

some of the best Show Racer fanciers in the 

sport. He won his first Best in Show in the 

Monmouth and it was like winning an open 

show.  

After some time off from the sport, Mark 

restarted with show birds in 1989, with 

birds obtained from David Shuttleworth, 

‘wee’ Jimmy Fitzpatrick and a very good 

friend, Donald Brown of Campbell town in 

Scotland. He combined the birds from these 

great fanciers together and they ‘clicked’.  

All his very successful dark chequers are 

bred down from his champion hen, ‘Nancy’, 

which was bred by Mark’s good friend, 

Russell Davison of Edinburgh. Even to the 

untrained eye you can tell this hen is very 

special, as her record tells you: Best in Show 

‘Old Comrades’ Show 2004, twice Best in 

Show Edinburgh Show, twice Best in Show 

N.E.H.U. Peterlee Show and to finish it off, 

twice Reserve Supreme Champion B.H.W. 

Blackpool Show. What a pigeon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CH. ‘MEDALLION COCK’ – Doug McClary of 

Australia (formally of Exeter). 

 

Doug McClary is a fancier I have admired for 

many years for his showing, racing and 

wonderful writing in his regular page in the 

fancy press, and several books he has had 

published. Doug and his wife, Ann, took up 

sticks several years ago and moved, pigeons 

and all, to Australia, to start a new life down 

under with family that were already living 

there. I must say, he is greatly missed on 

the English showing scene, but in regular 

email that we exchange, it seems he is 

really working hard to get the Show Racer 

code going in Australia.  

Back in the mid-1990’s I went to Exeter, in 

Devon and had the good fortune to meet 

this great fancier for the first time and look 

at his 'Ace' team of pigeons and lofts. Doug 

is famous in our sport for being one of the 

top show men in the world, but at that time 

had raced a small team of birds on 

widowhood with outstanding success. 

In showing he has won most of the top 

shows including three years running Best in 

Show at the Great Yorkshire Amalgamation, 

Best in Show at the B.H.W. Blackpool ‘Show 

of the Year’ and many other top awards. 

Through the years, pigeons have taken him 

to many parts of the world including several 



 

 

times to the USA, where he judges many of 

the top shows on the eastern seaboard. His 

most thrilling experiences in the sport have 

been winning the GYA three years on the 

trot, winning his section in the National 

Flying Club, and being invited to judge so 

often in the USA. He first judged there at 

the National YB Show at Louisville, Kentucky 

in 1981, and after judging a huge entry of 

over 600 birds, he awarded BIS to a cracking 

blue cock owned by Jim Isslehardt. Four 

years later he judged at Charlotte, North 

Carolina and awarded BIS to the same blue 

cock and of course in the meantime had not 

seen the pigeon or the owner. That pleased 

Doug, greatly!  

Racing his pigeons, Doug has won every 

race point North Road to Thurso and on the 

south he has won Section D of National 

Flying Club twice, been 3rd Section and 

taken several other good positions, always 

with a small entry of two or four birds. Top 

racing pigeon at the Exeter lofts was: 'Brian' 

blue chequer cock: winner of nine firsts 

racing all Devon County Championship Club 

Nantes races, a fantastic pigeon!  

The list of champion Show Racer to grace 

the Exeter loft would be far too many to list, 

but I would think his best was the champion 

mealy cock, ‘Medallion Cock’: winner of 

Welsh Region RPRA Showing Award; Devon 

& Cornwall Region RPRA Showing Award, 

Supreme Champion Devon & Cornwall SRS, 

1st Old Comrades Show, 1st and Best 

Opposite Sex at the B.H.W. Blackpool ‘Show 

of the Year’, winning four times Best In 

Show at premier events. A fantastic Show 

Racer! 

 

 

 

CH. ‘COTSWOLD JEANIE’ – Colin & Jean 

Carter of Churchdown. 

 

When walking around the National shows in 

the winter months, we quite often bump 

into Colin Carter and win or lose, he always 

seems cheerful. Colin and his wife, Jean, are 

fanciers who enjoy their pigeons, top or 

bottom of the result sheet, they always 

enjoy themselves! Being one of the premier 

Show Racer partnerships in the U.K., more 

often than not they have pigeons on the 

winners table, which is great achievement 

as theirs is a small team loft, with quality 

and not quantity being the criteria for their 

pigeon regime. Colin’s wife, Jean, is his 

pigeon partner and is very active in the 

sport, playing a big part in the management 

of the birds and attends all the big shows 

with him. 

Colin’s first show birds came from Cyril 

Lowe of Guernsey in 1965 and at that time 

Bill Harris was a stoker on the boats that 

went on regular trips to Guernsey from 

Portsmouth. Bill would bring show birds 

over from Cyril to go to the big London 

shows. When Colin saw these Show Racers 

he was hooked and when Cyril Lowe found 

out he gifted Colin with several pairs. At 

that time Colin married his wife, Jean, and 

started a family. In 1970 work took the 

Carter family to Gloucestershire, where 

they set up home in Churchdown and 

because of lack of time all the pigeons had 



 

 

to be sold off. Colin restarted up in the 

sport in 1991 with a few race birds and 

joined the Newent & Dist. F.C. On visiting 

the Old Comrades Show at the N.E.C. 

Birmingham that winter, Colin bumped in to 

Doug McClary, who he hadn’t seen for over 

20 years. One thing led to another and he 

soon had some of the McClary Show Racers 

in his back garden, replacing the racing 

pigeons. He joined the Monmouth Show 

Racer Society and more show birds were 

introduced, mainly from Ron McCarthy, 

Tony Williams and the Wheatley family in 

the north east of England. 

Colin won Best in Show for the third time at 

the 2015 BHW Blackpool ‘Show of the Year’, 

with his champion silver hen, ‘Cotswold 

Silver Star’. This hen was bred from Steve 

Wheatley and Ron McCarthy stock birds 

and the Blackpool show was her first time in 

the show pen! Colin and Jean have had very 

successful 2014 / 15 show season and 

another principal pigeon was their mosaic 

hen, ‘Cotswold Southern Belle’, and she 

won this time: 1st Blackpool show and Best 

Inter Society (350 birds), BIS RPRA Southern 

Region Show (729 birds), BOS Stithians 

Show, 1st South West Open Show and 2nd 

‘Duchy’ Open Show. What a great season!  

Colin has owned many champion pigeons in 

his time and when I asked him which was 

his best bird, he had a good think and finally 

answered, ‘my good hen, ‘Cotswold Jeanie’’. 

She was my most consistent pigeon, being 

shown 44 times and taking 37 cards, 

including twice Best in Show and six times 

Best Opposites Sex in Classic and National 

shows. She was best hen at the Edinburgh 

International Show and was a fantastic 

breeder, producing many premier show 

birds, including ‘Colin’s Cracker’ winner of 

BIS BHW Blackpool Show in 2009 for Ron 

McCarthy of Wales’. 

CH. ‘Mr. T’ – Mr. & Mrs. Alan Spedding of 

Cumbria. 

 

The pigeon that everyone was talking about 

in the late 1990’s was the great ‘Mr. T’, 

which was Alan Spedding’s pigeon, bred by 

him out of Don Spedding’s stock birds. His 

sire was Don’s champion blue cock, ‘The 

Irish Blue Cock’, which will be featured in 

the next ‘Stories of the Champions’ article. 

It was on a ‘Many Miles with Mott’ video 

tour of Cumbria and Scotland that I visited 

the Show Racer loft of Alan Spedding, soon 

after he had won Best in Show at the Old 

Comrades Show for the second time, and I 

must say, I have always found him to be a 

very nice guy. He started up with the Show 

Racers in 1988, taking over the birds when 

his relation, Donald Spedding packed up, 

and previous to that Alan raced pigeon with 

some good success. Donald was a 

professional singer and had to sell his team 

of birds to peruse his career in 

entertainment, and when he had his sale; 

Alan purchased two pairs back to start 

himself set up. Donald Spedding was very 

successful with his wonderful team of birds 

and is rated by some as one of the best 

Show Racer fanciers ever in the U.K. Alan 



 

 

told me; Donald was a brilliant stock man 

and had a natural gift of knowing which 

pigeon to pair together, to produce winners. 

He still spends a lot of time at Alan’s loft 

and his advice has help a lot with their 

recent success in the National shows. 

Alan is a member of a big Show Racer 

society in the north west of England and it 

has lofts as far apart as Blackburn and 

Carlisle. As well as winning Best in Show 

twice at the Old Comrades, the Spedding 

loft had won B.I.S. twice at the Louella 

Classic and had a winning pigeon on the top 

table every year it was staged. The first 

pigeon I handled on my loft visit was the 

champion blue chequer hen that had won 

Best in Show at the Old Comrades Show a 

few weeks before. To say she was beautiful 

would be an understatement, she was 

perfection! She was a late bred, being out 

of a half-brother, half-sister mating and 

won the Old Comrades in her first season 

showing. Her dam, a blue chequer hen, was 

the nest mate to the champion blue 

chequer cock, ‘Mr. T’, winner of Best in 

Show at the Old Comrades in 1994. All 

these National show winners were bred 

down from Don’s famous blue cock, ‘The 

Irish Blue Cock’, bred by Harry Spratt of 

Ireland. The next pigeon with looked at on 

our visit to the loft in Cumbria was the Old 

Comrades champion of 1994, blue chequer 

cock, ‘Mr. T’. This wonderful pigeon was 

five years old at the time and Alan said he 

had two more show seasons left in him.  

He won firsts at the Old Comrades three 

years on the trot and won Best in Show in 

1994. Alan had a dream several nights on 

the trot, about a week before the Old 

Comrades and in this dream ‘Mr. T’, won 

B.I.S. at the Old Comrades Show. On 

penning his birds in the N.E.C. the following 

Friday, he told all the show lads about his 

dream and they all had a good laugh. Can 

you imagine the looks of amazement on 

their face on the Saturday when they 

walked in to the show arena and saw ‘Mr. T’ 

had won Best in Show! Really spooky! ‘Mr. 

T’ was a champion in the truest sense of the 

word, winning a long list of prizes at Classic 

and National shows! 

 

CH. ‘ALICE’S CELTIC LASS’ – John & Alice 

Bell of Catrine in Ayrshire. 

 

John Bell finished with racing pigeons and 

concentrated solely on Show Racers in the 

2006 season and won the Hurlford open 

show, recording his first Best in Show with a 

Dark Chequer cock bred from his ‘Old Silver 

Hen’. The following January this wonderful 

looking cock went to the BHW ‘Show of the 

Year’ at Blackpool and won ‘Supreme 

Champion’. Alice told me, this was the best 

day of their Show Racer life, to win the 

Supreme prize on their first attempt. It was 

a dream comes true! John and his wife, 

Alice, have now won ‘Supreme Champion’ 

BHW Blackpool Show three time, including 

2014, and three times reserve ‘Supreme 



 

 

Champion’. John tells me the 2014 / 15 

show season has seen him win about 23 

trophies in his club, the East of Scotland SR 

Society, which is a very strong and sporting 

organisation. 

John told me his best show racer is his 

seven year old dark chequer hen, ‘Alice’s 

Celtic Lass’ and she has won many premier 

positions including: the Hurlford Open Show,  

the Kingdom of Fife Open Show and the 

North Eastern Open Show, with over 450 

birds entered. The beautiful hen has been a 

class winner at many open shows, even in 

2014 at the age of seven, but she has been 

a champion in the stock section, breeding 

champions with different cocks each year. 

In the 2009 season she bread a nest pair of 

chequer cocks, one of them won Best in 

Show at the BHW Blackpool Show in 2011 

and he also went on to be reserve ‘Supreme 

Champion’  at the same show, being beaten 

by his brother. The chequer cock’s nest 

brother won Best in Show at the North 

Eastern Open Show in 2010 and then won 

most consistent bird Scottish East Region 

Show Racers Society 2010 and the went to 

Blackpool, winning ‘Supreme Champion’ in 

2011 and beating his nest mate. John said, ‘I 

don't think this has ever been done at 

Blackpool by a nest pair before. ‘Alice’s 

Celtic Lass’ also bread a chequer hen in 

2011 and she won the Kingdom Open Show, 

and then went into the ‘Supreme 

Champion’ class at BHW Blackpool Show.  

The next year this hen went to Blackpool 

and won the Inter Society Yearly Hen Class 

and then went on to win reserve Best in 

Show. This great hen then went on to other 

top cards at the Blackpool Show. She bred a 

chequer cock in 2012 that won ‘Supreme 

Champion’ at the East Region Show Racer 

Society Show in 2013. He went on to win 

five firsts in the Society and was the most 

consistent bird award, and represented 

Scottish East Region in British SR Federation 

class at Blackpool in 2015. The champion 

chequer hen, ‘Alice’s Celtic Lass’, also bread 

a chequer cock in 2013 which won Best in 

Show at the North Eastern Open Show, then 

went into ‘Supreme Champion’ this year.  

As you can see she has bred champions 

each year with different cocks each time. 

Her father was a 2002 bird, with her mother 

being bred in 1997, so as you can see old 

birds can still breed champions Show Racers. 

‘Alice’s Celtic Lass’ father was five years old 

and her mother was ten years old when I 

bred her and I hope she lasts as long as her 

mother did and still breeds champions’. 

That’s our latest ‘Stories of the Champion’, 

next time we are going to look at several 

more elite champions, including Mick Tuck’s 

‘Tucky’s Delight’. I can be contacted with 

any pigeon ‘banter’ on telephone number: 

01372 463480 or email: 

keithmott1@virginmedia.com 

 

TEXT & PHOTOS BY KEITH MOTT 

(www.keithmott.com) 

 

 

 

mailto:keithmott1@virginmedia.com
http://www.keithmott.com/


 

 

 

 



 

 

 


