
 

 

STORIES OF THE CHAMPIONS 
 

PART 14 

By Keith Mott 
 

CH. ‘MAGIC MOMENTS’ – Paul Stowell of 

Basingstoke. 

 

Paul Stowell’s brilliant pigeon racing career 

has spanned over 50 years and it has seen 

him win the UBI Combine five times, the 

Berkshire Federation 37 times and an RPRA 

Southern Region Loft Performance Award. A 

staggering record! Paul’s favourite pigeon 

will always be his champion hen, ‘Magic 

Moments’ and he told me, ‘what a racing 

machine she was, winning:  1st Berkshire 

Federation (1,966 birds), 1st UBI Combine 

Plymouth (3,897 birds), 1st Berkshire 

Federation (1,521 birds), 1st UBI Combine 

Plymouth (2,894 birds), 1st Berkshire 

Federation Honiton (2,743 birds), six times 

1st club, seven times 2nd  club,  four times 

beaten by the same pigeon which was 

another one of my pigeons.  

This brilliant hen had many other premier 

positions in the Federation. She was a Ko 

Nipius / Jan Aarden bred from a direct Ko 

Nipius cock I bought at the Ko Nipius 

clearance sale in 1986 and a hen from Bob 

Mc Donald of Fraserburgh’. Her parents 

were the ‘Goldmine’ stock pair; ‘The 

Magician’ and ‘Lady Magic’, and they bred 

Paul twenty eight 1st prize winners including 

six 1st Federation winners and three 1st UBI 

Combine winners. One of this pair’s 

children was ‘Magic Moments’, winner of a 

total of eleven firsts, three times 1st 

Federation, twice1st UBI Combine. ‘The 

Magician’ actually bred Paul another seven 

1st prize winners with another hen. A 

wonderful family of pigeons! 

 

 

 



 

 

CH. ‘TUCKY’S DELIGHT’ – Mick Tuck of 

Witley. 

 

I have known Mick Tuck for some twenty 

five plus years now, as he races in the 

Godalming Club and was a friend of my late 

friend, Eric Cannon of Wormley. Mick's 

main family of pigeons are Eric Cannon, 

with crosses into that being mainly for 

distance racing. He maintains that his 

friend, the late, great, Eric Cannon, was the 

best fancier in the Surrey area and his 

National achievements were second to 

none. When it came to racing in the Pau 

National, he really knew his stuff. When I 

asked Mick what sort of racing he liked he 

replied, ‘definitely long distance! There's 

nothing worse than getting a phone call to 

say that the birds are up and predicting that 

they will be in the loft within 15 minutes, 

that’s rubbish. I like just a few birds on the 

day, that's my sort of racing’. Mick is very 

special pigeon racer and is defiantly a man 

with a small racing team, and big 

performances! 

Mick told me, his best all-round pigeon was 

the great 1999 bred blue chequer hen, 

‘Tucky’s Delight’ and she was an Eric 

Cannon pigeon, being a daughter of ‘Pau 

Star’, winners of 2nd section A, 9th open NFC 

Pau Grand National (550 miles) and timed 

on a hard  day of liberation. Her sire was a 

Cannon blue chequer cock which was 

always kept for stock. ‘Tucky’s Delight’ 

through her ring in the nest and her number 

is two away from her nest sister, as the ring 

was lost in the loft. This wonderful hen 

grew into a champion racer and breeder! 

‘Tucky’s Delight’ won Bergerac (449 miles), 

the longest old birds in the very strong 

Godalming three times and as a yearling she 

recorded: 4th club, 6th Surrey Federation, 7th 

SMT Combine Bergerac, clocked on the day 

of liberation. She has won a long list of 

premier races including: 2003: 1st club, 5th 

Surrey Federation, 19th SMT Combine 

Bergerac, 1st club, 1st Surrey Federation, 9th 

SMT Combine Alencon: 2004: 1st club, 4th 

Surrey Federation, 9th SMT Combine 

Bergerac: 2005: 102nd open NFC Tarbes: 

2004: 51st open L&SECC San Sebastian. 

‘Tucky’s Delight’s’ nest sister is the great 

hen, ‘Tucky’s Choice’ and she recorded: 

2004: 45th open NFC Pau (550 miles): 2005: 

41st open NFC Tarbes (560 miles), clocked 

both times on the day of liberation. Two 

great hens! Mick says that ‘Tucky’s Delight’ 

turned out to be a ‘master’ breeder, 

producing many premier long distance 

racers over the years. In the 2005 season 

she bred ‘Tucky’s Supreme’, who as a 

yearling won 2nd SMT Combine Bergerac, 

beaten by a yard when club mate Ray 

Hammond won the Combine, with only 

three birds being clocked in the Combine on 

the day of liberation. Another great racer 

bred from ‘Tucky’s Delight’ was ‘Tucky’s 

Return’, who has some interesting history 

behind him! This five year old Eric Cannon 

blue chequer cock was lost from the NFC 

Fougeres race as a young bird, and returned 

one year later as Mick was basketing his 

young birds for the NFC St Malo race. Just 

unbelievable, but it’s true! He came back 

with most of the webbing gone from his 

flights and his perished rubber race rings 

intact. Mick kept him for a year and raced 



 

 

him unpaired to win several premier prizes 

in that season including 1st club Alencon (by 

25 minutes) and 28th open NFC Cholet. 

‘Tucky’s Return’ has never looked back and 

has won a long list of prizes including: 2013: 

3rd club, 5th Federation Bergerac, 2nd club, 

12th Federation, 13th Combine Fougeres, 

2012: 4th club, 18th Federation, 18th 

Combine Bergerac, 2011: 4th club, 26th 

Federation, 26th Combine Bergerac. ‘Tucky’s 

Delight’ the champion racer and breeder! 

CH. ‘BLUE JEAN’ – Steve Howard of 

Guildford. 

 

I have a constant stream of visitors to my 

pigeon loft, 12 months of the year, but the 

month of November 2014 saw a fancier 

visit, who last came up the A3 to my home 

in Claygate about 25 years ago. Steve 

Howard last came to my home all those 

years ago when he had won the SMT 

Combine from Bordeaux with his good cock; 

‘Scot’s Boy’ and we were sorting out an 

article. He moved down to Cornwall for 

several years and is now back living in 

Guildford racing pigeons with his partner, 

Tessa. Like me, Steve is a long distance 

enthusiast and was keen to look at my Eric 

Cannon and Brian Denney stock birds and 

racers. 

Steve has been successful racing for many 

years and his best pigeon was his champion 

blue pied cock, ‘Blue Jean’ and he was a 

Dordin / Barker cross. Steve tells me, he 

was a brilliant channel racer and the harder 

the race, the better he came! This game 

cock won: 1st club Marmande, 1st club 

Bergerac, 1st club Bordeaux, recording top 

positions in the Federation and Combine in 

all three races, he flew and scored in the 

NFC Pau Grand National five times, 

recording 24th open NFC Pau as an eight 

year old and won 112th open NFC Bordeaux. 

A fantastic racing record! ‘Blue Jean’ was 

also a good breeder and when mated to his 

hen, ‘Victory Girl’, produced several top 

racers, including: 42nd open NFC Pau and 

100th open BBC Rennes. ‘Blue Jean’ a 

champion all-rounder! 

CH. ‘GERALDINE’S LAD’ – Chitty Brothers of 

Kings Langley. 

 

Chitty Brothers were born in Hemel 

Hampstead, Hertfordshire, but lived most of 

their lives in Kings Langley and started their 

involvement with the pigeons in 1954, 

when Brian was 13 years old. At that time 

their father kept rabbits and a stray pigeon 

was found wandering around the hutches, 

and the brother caught it and started their 

pigeon racing story. Brian and Dick had 

good success in their first club, the Hemel 

Hempstead NR Club, and Brian says if his 

memory serves him well, they won their 

first race from Dorchester in 1956, and it 

was bad day weather wise, but won the 

race by 20 minutes. Brian and Dick have 

been racing in their present Chitty Brothers 



 

 

partnership since 1986 and have been 

premier prize winners in the local club and 

Federation many times. They tell me their 

best NFC position is 12th open; they have 

won the L&SECC twice and have won 1st 

open Combine six times. The best pigeon in 

the loft in recent years was the dark 

widowhood cock, ‘Geraldine’s Lad’, winner 

of many premier positions including: 2004: 

1st club, 1st Federation Tours, 2005: 59th 

open NFC St. Nazaire (8696 birds), 2006: 

125th open NFC Sennen Cove (5350 birds), 

2007: 24th open NFC Alencon (6079 birds). 

This champion dark chequer cock won over 

£2,000 National racing! 

CH. ‘ALAN’ – Frank & Susan Carson of 

Sutton. 

 

Frank & Susan Carson of the Mitcham & 

Merton club are the 2014 Three Borders 

Federation ‘Individual Points Trophy’ 

winners, but the 2013 racing season was 

one of their best, winning 1st open L&SECC 

Guernsey (old bird), and long list of 

positions in the Three Borders Federation, 

including 1st and 2nd Federation three weeks 

on the trot, plus 1st and 2nd SMT Combine. 

Fantastic pigeon racing! 

The star pigeon of the Carson loft in the 

2013 and 2014 seasons has been the 

widowhood blue cock, ‘Alan’ and although 

he is the nest brother to the wonderful 

Champion ‘Mr. Stoner’, he has a brilliant 

racing record in his own right. Champion 

‘Alan’ has won: 2013: 1st Federation, 1st SMT 

Combine Yelverton (1596 birds), 1st 

Federation Exeter (938 birds), 2nd 

Federation Honiton (1149 birds), beaten by 

a loft mate, 3rd Federation Newton Abbot 

(985 birds), beaten by loft mate, 8th 

Federation Wincanton (1149 birds), 14th 

Federation Yeovil (1106 birds) plus several 

other premier positions including 1st club 

Taunton.  

This fantastic nest pair of cocks were bred 

by Frank’s good friend, John Stoner of 

Mitcham, from the very best Willie Jacobs 

and Gaby Vandenabeele bloodlines. ‘Alan’ 

went on to win 1st Three Borders Federation 

Blandford (1,397 birds), 2nd Three Borders 

Federation Yeovil (764 birds) in the 2014 

racing season. As a yearling in 2013, the 

blue pied cock, ‘Mr. Stoner’, recorded 1st 

open London & South East Classic Club 

Guernsey (800 birds), and 1st club, 1st Three 

Borders Federation, 1st SMT Combine 

Yelverton (1596 birds), being raced on the 

widowhood system.  

A nice little extra to ‘Mr. Stoner’s’ success 

story is the fact that his nest brother, ‘Alan’, 

was with him on the very same velocity 

from Yelverton (179 miles) and is joint 1st 

open SMT Combine! This wonderful cock, 

‘Mr. Stoner’, has won other premier 

positions in the 2013 season including 13th 

Federation Honiton (1172 birds), being 

beaten by a loft mate and in 2014 recorded 

17th, 17th, 18th, 20th Federation in inland 

races. A fantastic nest pair! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CH. ‘PHATE’ – Barry Thirtle of 

Peterborough. 

 

Barry Thirtle is a retired carpenter and 

started with pigeons at the age of eight, 

when at that time his father worked on a 

local farm as a gardener and handyman. 

Stray racing pigeons congregated around 

the farm chicken house and run, and for fun, 

the young Barry and his mates climbed all 

over the chicken establishment trying to 

catch them. This was Barry’s first 

experience with pigeons and started with 

three birds he caught and housed in a 

rabbit hutch.  

In 1963, at the age of fifteen he joined his 

local club, the Deeping Homing Society and 

raced north road for 40 years from all the 

premier race points including: Thurso, 

Lerwick, Saxa Vord and the Faroes Islands. 

Barry’s first big win was in 1968 when he 

recorded 1st Peterborough Federation 

Morpeth (1,865 birds). As time went on he 

became more interested in the longer races 

and had many premier results from those 

races that he really enjoyed the most.  

The 2004 season saw Barry turn his birds to 

the south road and he joined the Midland 

National Flying Club and British 

International Championship Club. Barry got 

the dreaded Pigeon Fancier Lung in 2011 

and it was decided that was going to be his 

last season racing pigeons, with the MNFC 

Bordeaux being his last race. He entered 

two birds in the MNFC Bordeaux National 

and the 1,521 birds were liberated at 06.10 

hrs. Barry clocked his good pencil blue hen 

at 20.18hrs, flying 537 miles to win 1st 

section, 1st open. It was so incredible to win 

the National on Barry’s very last race, that 

his good lady, Linda, named the hen ‘Phate’. 

She flew Bourges (400 miles) four weeks 

before going to Bordeaux and was sent to 

win the MNFC Sitting ten day old eggs. 

‘Phate’ was bred by Perry Brothers of Kings 

Lyn, being an exchange young bird through 

the Midlands Social Circle and she also flew 

MNFC Bordeaux race on the day in the 2010 

season, and recorded: 4th section, 23rd open 

(1,232 birds). A wonderful hen! 

That’s it for this week! Next time we are 

featuring some more ‘once in a life time’ 

Show Racer champions, including John and 

Pam Robilliard’s wonderful Champion 

‘Rocquaine Cathrina’. I can be contacted 

with any pigeon ‘banter’ on telephone 

number: 01372 463480 or email me on: 

keithmott1@virginmedia.com 
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