
 

 

STORIES OF THE CHAMPIONS 
 

Part 17 

By Keith Mott 
 

CH. ‘SECTION LEADER’ – Puddephatt 

Brothers of Crawley. 

 

Situated near Gatwick Airport in Sussex was 

the great National lofts of Colin and John 

Puddephatt. The brother’s loft had been 

one the leading outfits in National and 

Combine racing for many years, and must 

rate as one of the all-time greats. There 

third brother, Sidney, who had a big 

interest in the pigeons and had a major 

input with the birds through the years. I 

think it is common knowledge that the 

brothers split up in the late 1990’s and now 

race successfully at their own lofts in the 

south of England, but this short story is an 

account of the early days of the Puddephatt 

Brothers and one of their greatest 

champions, ‘Section Leader’. 

The brothers grew up in Carshalton in 

Surrey and their father was a Canary and 

British Cage Birds fancier. They started up in 

pigeons in the late 1940s with birds costing 

2/6d each from Petticoat Market, but they 

all disappeared when liberated. Then they 

started up with real racing pigeons nearly 

60 years ago and did well from the off with 

birds from local fanciers W. Pickering, C. 

Langley and G. Payne. As novices the 

Puddephatts were the seventh on the list to 

collect prizes at the club dinner and prize 

giving, with 37 members in the club. Soon 

after, John and Colin won the very strong 

Surrey Federation three years on the trot 

and their first club, the Hackbridge & Dist. 

HS was sending 400 birds most weeks. The 

first loft was made of second hand doors, 

which were all painted different colours. In 

later years the Puddephatts Crawley loft set 

up was fantastic and they were sited in 

John’s very smart garden in Ifield. The 

family of birds were traceable back to the 

late 1950s and were all old strains at that 

time, including Vandie, Westcott, Hansenne 

and R. W. Beard. Later introductions in the 
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early 1970s were Jamis pigeons and these 

were Sion and Delbar crosses. More 

introductions in 1980 were made of the old 

Hampshire strain of Norman Southwell and 

Mr & Mrs. Eric Cannon of Godalming. The 

brother’s prize list was endless, winning the 

‘Langstone Gold Cup’, for best average in all 

NFC races in 1978, six times on the trot first 

in the longest old bird race and seven times 

1st open in the East of England 

Championship Club. 

Puddephatt Brothers topped Federations, 

Combines and Nationals for many years, but 

to look at the tip of the iceberg, here are a 

few of their best birds: Puddephatt’s Pride, 

dark velvet cock, 1989: 1st sect A, 2nd open 

NFC Pau, 1988: 1st sect, 1st open EECC 

Chateauroux, 18th sect A, 147th open NFC 

Pau (on the day of liberation); ‘12175’, blue 

chequer hen, flew Pau three times 

recording, 1981; 1st sect A, 2nd open NFC 

Pau (on the day of liberation) and dam of 

1st open Combine Bergerac; The Painter 

Hen, blue hen, 1993: 1st sect A, 14th open 

NFC Pau; The Old Grizzle Hen, 3rd sect A, 

28th open NFC Pau (as a yearling); The Pau 

Cock, blue chequer cock, flew Pau five times 

and his best position was 4th sect A, 39th 

open NFC Pau, lifting £850. In my opinion 

the brothers’ best pigeon was the great 

champion ‘Section Leader’, a blue chequer 

cock and winner of: 1st sect A, 16th open 

NFC Nantes, 1st sect A, 172nd open NFC 

Nantes; sire of 1st sect A, 2nd open NFC Pau, 

grand sire of 1st open Combine Bergerac, 

great grand sire of 1st sect A, 2nd open NFC 

Pau. A wonderful racer and breeder! On my 

visit to the Puddephatts’ loft they said 

‘Leader’ was a once in a life time pigeon and 

his bloodline ran right through their 

successful long distance family. 

 

CH. ‘Elsa’ – Kevin & Lee Buddle of Dover 

 

Since coming in the sport in 1997, the 

father and son partnership of Kevin and Lee 

Buddle have become one of the premier 

lofts competing in the British International 

Championship Club. The partners are only 

interested in National and International 

racing and have won a massive list of 

premier prizes in the BICC, including: 2009, 

1st open BICC Pau International (545 miles); 

and in 2014, 1st open BICC Narbonne 

International. The partners won the BICC 

Narbonne (557 miles) International in the 

2014 season with their champion blue 

chequer hen, Elsa and this wonderful three 

year old also won 39th open BICC Agen 

International (484 miles) in 2013. Elsa is 

definitely bred for the job of long distance 

racing, as her sire is a son of Dave Hales 

good pigeon, ‘80’, winner of 1st open BICC 

Perpignan, 4th open BICC Perpignan and 

38th open NFC Tarbes, when he was paired 

to the Buddles’ good hen, Game, the winner 

of 3rd open BICC Perpignan, 7th open BICC 

Perpignan, 15th open BICC Pau, 27th open 

BICC Pau and twice in the result from the 

NFC Tarbes (548 miles) race. Champion 

Elsa's dam is a daughter of champion Amoy, 

winner of 1st open BICC Pau International in 

2009, when mated to ‘BC’, winner of 2nd 

open BICC Pau International in the same 

race. These two game pigeons were the 
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only birds home on the day of liberation in 

the UK from the Pau International. 

As a young bird Elsa only had one inland 

race at 100 miles and as a yearling she flew 

four short channel races out to Saran (220 

miles). The following year as a two year old 

she had four Channel races and then she 

was sent on to the BICC Agen International 

where she won 39th open. Then in the 2014 

season, as a three year old, she had only 

three short Channel races where the last 

one was from the BICC Tours race and she 

returned home being hawked with all her 

tail and some secondary flights missing. She 

was rested until her tail was 80% grown 

back then she was sent to Bedhampton 100 

miles as a trainer in preparation for BICC 

Narbonne International (557 miles). She 

came from the BICC Narbonne race to win 

1st open, being 2 hours 11 minutes in front 

of the pigeon that won 2nd open BICC. A 

wonderful performance! 

 

CH. ‘SUE’S BOY’ – Roy & Suzanne Spratley 

of Isleworth. 

 

The late Roy Spratley and his pigeon partner, 

niece Suzanne of Isleworth were top prize-

winners in West Middlesex Federation in 

1986, winning 24 positions in the first 20 of 

the Federation results. These included six 

times 1st Federation and three times 2nd 

Federation. Suzanne's father was Roy's 

brother Ted, who sadly died in June 1983. 

Ted was one of the top fanciers in West 

Middlesex for many years and was never 

out of the top prize winners in his club. On 

his death Suzanne and her uncle Roy took 

over the birds. 

Ted and Roy had flown in partnership for 

something like 40 years, their father was 

also a pigeon fancier, so pigeon fancying 

has been something of a way of life for the 

family. Suzanne recalled that at that time 

that as a little girl aged four, her father used 

to take her to the loft every day and that 

interest has been maintained. Most of the 

knowledge she has was gained from her 

late father. Both Suzanne and Roy admitted 

that they found it tough going at first after 

Ted's death. Original pigeons were of the 

Sion strain, but it was found that these 

pigeons had a tendency to put on a lot of 

weight very quickly. Because of this it was 

felt that they needed a lot of training to 

keep them in racing condition. The 

Huyskens Van Riel bloodlines were 

introduced; these did a lot to enhance the 

Spratley racing reputation and in 1978 two 

Hansenne hens were introduced and after 

that the lofts went from strength to 

strength. The Van Riels and Hansennes had 

blended perfectly, producing Federation 

winners, and probably just as important in 

many fanciers' eyes, pigeons of a very nice 

type. Both Roy and Suzanne were more 

than pleased with the results produced by 

these Van Riel x Hansennes, they find that 

they win from 90-500 miles. There is no 

doubt that Suzanne's favourite pigeon was 

a white cock, this particular cock could be 

found in the pedigree of almost every bird 

in the loft. Although he did not fill his eggs 

when I visited the loft, he was at one time a 

very useful racer as well as breeder; among 

his positions won is 1st club, 13th S.M.T. 

Combine Bergerac (13 hours on the wing). 
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The loft prefix was Treble Loft’, so named 

after Roy and Ted's chequer cock known as 

The Treble Cock which was the first pigeon 

to win West Middlesex Federation three 

times. Best pigeon in the loft at that time 

must have be the five year old chequer pied 

cock known as Sue's Boy, winner of seven 

times 1st club and five times 1st Federation. 

A champion in the truest sense of the word! 

 

CH. ‘BLUE BARRON’ – Doug Walker of 

Ewell. 

 

The late Doug Walker was a leading figure 

in the sprint Open and Federation in the 

Surrey area for a number of years and the 

1979 season was no exception. The Walker 

missiles had won seventeen first prizes in 

the club and twice 1st Federation, plus a 

backup of twice 4th Federation. Doug raced 

all widowhood and the cocks were housed 

in a nice three section loft, with the front 

windows shuttered. The loft had no 

ventilation as Doug maintained widowhood 

cocks needed warmth and if the 

temperature got too hot small vents were 

opened in the roof. He liked the birds to 

have plenty of room and no more than 

eight cocks were housed in each section. He 

hated big pigeons and all the birds I handled 

on my visit to his loft were medium to small. 

Doug’s base family was Ben Hinkley of 

Bletchley and those were backed up with 

Busschaerts, Dordins and Sheppards. Doug 

Walker was a hard man to get on with and I 

had many ‘rucks’ with him down through 

the years, but he was a very good pigeon 

racer and a really great worker for the sport. 

He held many positions in the sport 

including secretary of the Croydon 

Federation, jointly with his wife and he was 

a vice president and race controller of the 

Croydon Federation. 

The first of Doug’s Federation winners 

which I handled on my visit to his loft in 

1979 was the three year old Sheppard blue 

chequer cock, ‘Recruit’, which was bred by 

A. E. Heasman of West Ewell. Doug said he 

had won many good positions on the 

natural system, but on widowhood had 

excelled, winning 1st club, 1st Croydon 

Federation Blandford, 1st club, 10th Surrey 

Federation Exeter, 1st club Weymouth 

(twice), 2nd Selhurst Open Blandford and 

2nd club Dorchester. This game cock 

handled small, long cast and Doug told me 

he came on form early in the season and 

then again at the end. The star of the 

Walkers loft at that time was the yearling 

Dordin blue cock, ‘Blue Baron’. He was bred 

by Duffell Brothers of West Ewell from Paul 

Smith / Dordin stock birds and had a 

fantastic race record for a yearling. This 

champion cock in his short racing career 

had won: 1st club, 1st Croydon Federation 

Exeter (twice), 1st club Dorchester (three 

times), 1st club Weymouth (twice) and 2nd 

club Dorchester. A great racing machine! 
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CH. ‘RELENTLESS ENDURENCE” – Alan & 

John Dowden Brothers of Portsmouth. 

 

The late Russ Dowden was a long distance 

enthusiast of the highest order and won 1st 

open BBC Palamos (650 miles) in 1978, and 

he said at the time that that wonderful 

performance was his biggest thrill in his 

many years in the sport! His winning pigeon 

was his wonderful 1975-bred blue chequer 

hen, ‘Per Mare, Per Terram’, which is the 

Latin motto that translates as ‘By Sea, By 

Land’. Russ lived in the Portsmouth area 

with his wife, Doris, and on his death in 

1990 his two grandsons, Alan and John, 

took over his birds and on doing so they 

have taken up his long distance pigeon 

racing mantel, and now Dowden Bros. are 

very successful members of the British 

Barcelona Club. The two lads have their loft 

in their grandfather’s back garden and the 

older brother, John, only lives a few houses 

up the same street. Russ’ father, George, 

raced in the Isleworth club, with his Gits / 

Thorogood pigeons in the 1920s and won 

many premier prizes including, 1st West 

Middlesex Federation La Teste in 1933. 

Pigeon racing has spanned over several 

generations in the Dowden family and now 

Alan tells me his young son, Isaac, is taking 

a keen interest in the birds. 

The Brothers have many multiple prize 

winners from Palamos and Barcelona, but a 

top pigeon is the BBC Spanish Diploma 

winner, Relentless Endurance, and he 

recorded: 13th sect, 54th open BBC 

Palamos (678 birds), 16th sect, 70th open 

BBC Palamos (840 birds), 27th sect, 104th 

open BBC Palamos (832 birds). The 

brothers’ most thrilling experience in the 

sport was watching their good pigeon 

Relentless Endurance dropping on the 

landing board to win the BBC Spanish 

Diploma and clocking four birds from 

Palamos within one hour forty minutes of 

one another. Whenever they have sent to 

Palamos or Barcelona they are filled with 

anticipation, not knowing if or when a 

pigeon will arrive but when it does it gives 

them such a buzz, whether it’s in race time 

or just verified. 

 

That’s it for this week! Next time, for our 

last article in the ‘Champions’ series, we are 

featuring some more ‘once in a life time’ 

racing pigeons, including Geoff and 

Catherine Cooper’s wonderful champion 

George. I can be contacted with any pigeon 

‘banter’ on telephone number: 01372 

463480 or email me on: 

keithmott1@virginmedia.com  

 

TEXT & PHOTOS BY KEITH MOTT 

(www.keithmott.com).   

July 2015 
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