
Still only £15
Like many other Clubs last year The British Barcelona Club lost

money. By now all members should know exactly how much this

was and be able to see the reasons why. Frankly the loss was not

as large as some expected but quite clearly the Committee had to

have a hard look at the Clubs expenses. While this has been

done, and many costs have now been reduced, it is a process

which will have to continue into the future and further trimming

may be both desirable and necessary. One simplistic solution

would have been to put up membership fees, something which

might have worked, even a modest rise in the membership fees

would cover the loss but this is not the sort of thing the

Committee wants to do considering the current economic climate.

While it is clear that there are people with money, from the prices

some are paying for pigeons, others are finding times very tough.

It is therefore the intention of the Committee to keep costs as low

as they possibly can for as long as they can and so the

membership fee will remain at £15, probably the lowest of any

National Club in the UK.

Another feature of the direction that the Committee wishes to

take, which has been mentioned before, is that of co-operation

with organisations coming and working together. Several people

have recently suggested that Specialist Clubs in particular

should reduce their race programmes because there are too few

pigeons chasing too many races. While the Committee would
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agree that overall there are too many races reducing individual

race programmes is not the way to tackle the problem. When you

have two or more organisations going to the same place at the

same time the sensible approach is for them to go together, and

thus reduce the cost for both, not for one of them not to go at all.

Another criticism is that Specialist Club programmes are

becoming more like those of Federations and of course there is

some truth in this. The pattern and rate of change varies across

the country but a common theme is that as the overall number of

fanciers diminishes so the viability of local Clubs and Federations

diminishes. This has been accompanied in some areas by a move

away from local Clubs to Specialist Clubs. The British Barcelona

Club is not trying to compete with other Clubs or Federations but

inviting them to join with us, perhaps especially those that are

finding difficulties, and by so doing offering the chance to retain

both their identity and viability in simply getting together and

going together.

Duplicating Entries at Barcelona

While the Club is eager to extend a welcome to any who are

finding difficulties it is especially pleasing to be able to welcome

to the “Co-operative movement” the big and the successful and in

this instance the B.I.C.C. As you may know the Committee of the

B.I.C.C. have agreed to duplicate entries between our Clubs for

the Barcelona 2013 race and rather like Neil Armstrong's arrival

on the moon this might seem like a one small step for a Club, but

it could be a giant leap for the sport. Details do still have to be

worked out and while each Club will of course prepare its own

result we can still hope that we shall be able to get together to

produce one true National Result.
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Wisbech Marking Station

After announcing that there will be a Marking Station at Wisbech

I must now inform you that there probably will not be.

Unfortunately the person who was going to run this station is no

longer able to do so and while extensive efforts have been made

to find a replacement none has been found thus far. The Club

would still like to have a Marking Station in this area but of

course we do rely on the hard work and initiative of individuals to

run them. If there is any individual or group anywhere in that

area who would like to take on this task them please get in touch

with the Secretary’s as soon as you can so that details can be

discussed, otherwise I am afraid it looks unlikely that we shall

have this facility for 2013.

Young Bird Sale.

It may seem a long way off but the Young Birds sale is only just

around the corner and the list of donations is growing by the day.

This promises to be a unique occasion for fanciers in general to

have a good day out and improve their stock at the same time as

pigeons have been promised from some of the best fanciers

throughout the land. A list of donations is being maintained on

the Sale page of the Clubs web site which will constantly be

updated as more details become available. It looks as if there will

be pigeons to suit all pockets and all distances so make sure you

make a note of the date, SUNDAY APRIL 7th, to avoid

disappointment.

Getting to Marking Stations.

In this year, 2013, The British Barcelona Club will open up more

marking stations than it has ever had. The Club is making a

really positive effort to get closer to the membership quite literally

by getting marking stations as close to you as we can. Again this
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is an on-going plan and hopefully the situation will improve year

on year but even then people do still have problems getting there.

One way in which we can hope to assist is by pooling information

and resources. Just as was suggested for the young bird sale if

we have people who are attending and have space to fit someone

else in or people who want to attend but do not have transport or

those who would like to send but have to work or whatever and

really need someone to take their pigeons for them if you let us

know we can try to put people together. As an example we

already have one fancier near Cranleigh, Surrey who wants to

send to some, perhaps several races but has problems because of

work commitments and therefore needs assistance and is quite

happy to assist with petrol money etc. so if there is anybody in

that area please let us know so that we can put you in touch.

Now this sort of thing can happen on a one to one basis or where

people have small trailers or vans it could be more “organised”

with pick up points and so. The Club does not have the ability to

be the organiser but we can help to facilitate things by putting

people in touch with each other if only we know. So please if you

are in any of these categories contact the Secretary’s or use the

Feedback facility on the web site.

Cataluña

cataluna@britishbarcelonaclub.org.uk
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