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Blame it on the Bankers 

 

Bankers have come in for an awful lot of criticism over the past 

months, not entirely without cause, but when things go wrong it 

is so very easy just to look for a scapegoat rather than actually do 

something about it. That is not the way of the Committee of The 

British Barcelona Club because what they have set about doing, 

and will continue to do is increase efficiency, reduce costs and in 

various ways offer better value for their members. Many of these 

actions have but a small effect in themselves but when added 

together the savings and increased efficiency will be significant. 

The Committee are always open to all and any suggestions that 

you, the members may have so don’t be shy in making them 

known. One of these innovations ironically involves the Bankers 

and direct transfer payments because this will bring significant 

savings to the Club and as the Club is its members it will bring 

significant savings to you. 

 

Very simply direct transfer payments are becoming increasingly 

popular and are normally conducted via Internet Banking when 

an instruction is given, over the Internet, to transfer a sum of 

money from one account to another account often at another 

bank, usually this is done instantly. Clearly, as not everyone has 

Internet access not everyone can make such a payment but ALL 

can receive them, as long as you have a bank account of course. 

It is here where the Club can  save quiet a lot of money by 

transferring directly to your bank all and any winnings, pools or 
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other money the Club needs to pay you, the savings are quite 

simply the postage which over several races can amount to a 

significant sum. You will find on all the Race Sheets “A” in the 

bottom right hand corner as well as on the new Membership 

Form the following request: 

 

If willing to have any prize/pool money paid directly to a 

Bank Account please complete below unless previously 

supplied: 

Name of Account holder:…………………………………………… 

Bank Account No:……………………………………………………. 

Sort Code:…………… 

 

Please treat this seriously because the potential savings are 

significant. Some of you may have some concern, from a security 

point of view, about disclosing these details of your bank 

account. Can I just say you will be revealing nothing more, in fact 

quite a lot less, than you do every time you hand over a cheque. 

 

 

On the other side of this for all those who do have Internet access 

and who can make direct transfers the Membership Form and 

all  Race Sheets “A” are available on the website as Fillable 

Forms, which means you can complete and send them from your 

computer and pay by direct transfer at the same time. This of 

course allows you a little extra time to submit your entry and 

saves you the postage as well. Now that the Club has this facility 

it will no doubt be made available for all forms of sale and 

payment within the Club. 

 

http://www.britishbarcelonaclub.org.uk/pdf/SUBS.pdf
http://www.britishbarcelonaclub.org.uk/Forms.html#Fillable
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You might ask why can't I pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal as 

I can with many other stores and perhaps Clubs? The simple 

answer to this is cost. With each of these other methods there is 

a cost, often between 3-5% which has to be paid by somebody. In 

a business selling goods this cost is of course included in the 

price but in a Club the cost comes back to you the members. 

While I am sure Credit Cards and PayPal will survive for a long 

while to come direct transfer is a very direct, simple and cost 

efficient method of payment that is becoming increasingly 

popular. It does have one big drawback, and I feel I must point 

this out to you regarding payments you might wish to make to 

other organisations; it does not have the same protection 

provided by Credit Cards. When you buy goods or services using 

your credit or debit card you have some protection if things go 

wrong as you can ultimately claim against the card provider. A 

direct transfer however is very much the same as handing over 

cash so you must be careful and use your judgement about 

whom you will pay in this way. I trust that The British Barcelona 

Club would pass any test of integrity you would wish to apply.  

 

  

 

Cataluña 

cataluna@britishbarcelonaclub.org.uk 
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