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Going, Going, Gone? – No it’s only just begun. 

 

The 2013 Young Bird Sale clearly marks a turnaround in the 

fortunes of the British Barcelona Club with 93 Lots making a 

record sum of well over £7,000. This was a sale to be 

remembered and an atmosphere to be remembered too because 

here was a coming together of people who want The British 

Barcelona Club to succeed and they showed it in their actions. 

The day provided a superb range of pigeons donated by members 

and friends including some of the Nation’s top fanciers ranging 

throughout the land and thus offered buyers a good honest deal. 

As one fancier remarked “If you want true long distance pigeons 

this is the place to come.” And he demonstrated he meant what 

he said by buying several.  It wasn’t just long distance birds of 

course as there were many top middle distance birds on offer as 

well. On behalf of the Club the Committee would like to thank 

very much indeed all those who donated pigeons as well as those 

who came to buy because this sale alone has enabled the Club to 

take a big stride forward. 

 

Moving On 

As you will all know I am sure the Club invested in a brand new 

transporter and crates a couple of years ago which has proved a 

great success. Not only is it good for the pigeons but it is also 

clean, efficient and economic. Expanding the number of Marking 

Stations, as the Club has done, does provide its own logistical 

problem of collection and carriage.  So a further vehicle has been 

obtained, smaller certainly but equally as serviceable and 
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efficient to assist in the collection from marking stations and of 

course on those occasions, like Barcelona, when we have a 

smaller number of pigeons it can take them across the channel at 

a lower cost.  
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The two photos above show you this new vehicle inside and out 

just after it had been fitted with new curtain sides. Further work 

will commence on the inside of the vehicle this week to ensure it 

is in good condition to carry our pigeons from the very first race. I 

am very pleased to say that the young bird sale will cover the 

initial cost of this vehicle enabling us all to move on together.  

 

The Race Programme.      

After the sale a very short Committee meeting was held to 

discuss several matters of importance. It was kept very short 

because members had made their wishes known and so all 

matters could be quickly resolved. At the head of the list was the 

Race Programme where clearly some decisions had to be made. 

Requests to continue with the Carentan race on 27th April had 

been received and while these were acknowledged the 

overwhelming response from members had been that the race 

should be cancelled. Considering this response the Committee 

clearly had no choice but to cancel the race on 27th April. It was 

then decided, by a majority vote, that the race point for the next 

race on 11th May should be changed from Messac to Carentan. It 

was felt that this slightly shorter race point would be preferable 

on this occasion because weather conditions have delayed 

preparation of the pigeons.  

What was to follow? Here again some suggestions for alternatives 

had been received but again the overwhelming response had been 

to continue with the Niort race on 8th June. It was generally felt 

that this longer race was necessary to provide extra mileage for 

Barcelona preparation in view of the shortened programme and 

also because many people prefer this slightly longer race at this 

stage. Some suggestions had been made to insert other races 

prior to Niort and while possibilities had been researched some 

practical and administrative arrangements unfortunately made 

this impossible. Beyond Niort the race programme remains 

unchanged. 
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A note on Race Sheets. 

Will members please therefore note that as the first race has been 

cancelled the Race Sheets for that race are now null and void and 

when it comes to the second race, on 11th May, as this only 

involves a change of Race Point and not any other detail the Race 

Sheets provided for that proposed Messac Race are the ones to 

use. Although the race is now from Carentan all Pools, 

Nominations and Prizes will stand as advertised for the Messac 

race.  

 

Finally after extensive discussions over the logistical problems 

associated with transporting pigeons from Guernsey to Salisbury 

it has been decided not to proceed with the Guernsey Marking 

Station and to revert to the previous arrangement. This is quite 

unfortunate as it was hoped this would assist our Chanel Island 

members but sometimes the best laid plans and intentions get 

defeated by technical problems.  
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