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GUERNSEY YOUNG BIRDS AND ANY AGE 2015 RACE REPORT 

By Gareth Watkins 
 

The 2015 young bird season seems to have 

been one of the most difficult in recent 

times no matter where you live or whatever 

organisation to which you are affiliated. 

Nevertheless, the BICC membership 

managed to amass a total of 2,679 pigeons 

for the Guernsey YB and A/A race, flown on 

Saturday 22nd August. The weather in the 

week leading up to race day was far from 

ideal and the forecast for race day itself left 

a lot to be desired for certain parts of the 

country. 

 

Guernsey weather map. 

However, the race advisory team of John 

Tyerman and weatherman, Steve Appleby, 

working closely with Chief convoyer, Trevor 

Cracknell, once again produced a race 

where many thought there was no 

possibility of a liberation given the 

television weather forecasts. Reports from 

the competing fanciers who I contacted in 

compiling this article seem to indicate an 

excellent race with good returns. 

Here’s John Tyerman’s initial report as sent 

to me early on Saturday morning, giving 

time of liberation and flying conditions. 

“The 2632 BICC YB and OB National pigeons 

were liberated from Guernsey at 7-30 am 

today (Sat 22nd Aug 2015) into blue skies 

and sunshine. They cleared well from the 

island and winds in the Channel are very 

light from the south east, and turning light 

ENE on the Sussex coast. Visibility in the 

Channel is also good.  

(Would members please remember to 

verify both old and young bird arrivals.) 

John Tyerman 

Race Advisor” 
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Satellite image of the UK and Channel. 

That was John’s initial brief report on the 

liberation, here is the more comprehensive 

report along with Steve Appleby’s weather 

analysis: 

“The Club had a good overall combined 

entry of 2,632 young and old birds for our 

National race from Guernsey, despite early 

indications that the weekend weather was 

to be unfavourable. Both Convoyers, Trevor 

and Steve, were held up on the Thursday 

evening due to a serious accident which 

closed the A3 route from Guildford down to 

Horndean, so a very late arrival was on the 

cards. At Horndean the birds were later 

moved on to one transporter and our 

grateful thanks to members, Nicky, Kevin 

and Albi who stayed very late to help with 

the loading/transfer process. The ferry 

journey to Guernsey was early Friday 

morning and birds arrived on site around 

2pm, where they were later fed and 

watered. I had previously spoken with our 

Weather Advisor, Steve Applebly, and early 

indications were that conditions would 

improve in time for an early lib on the 

Saturday. I relayed this information to our 

Convoyers at Guernsey.  

Around 6-30am on Saturday I again spoke 

to Steve and as usual he gave a very 

detailed weather forecast, indicating all was 

clear for an early liberation. This 

information was passed to Trevor who 

confirmed it was a bright, sunny morning on 

the island. The birds were liberated at 7-

30am into blue skies and sunshine and 

cleared well. Winds were light south-east 

and a mid-Channel weather buoy gave 

visibility at around 5/6 miles. Here at 

Bracklesham Bay on the West Sussex coast 

the weather was perfect and visibility was 

excellent with the wind showing force 3/4 

easterly. A fairly testing race followed and it 

was clear that birds flying to the east side 

would struggle to compete with the winning 

velocities elsewhere - well done to the 

winners. 

(For the next combined race would 

members please complete separate race 

sheets for old and young birds.) 

John Tyerman. 

 

Weather Report 

The weather could not have been better for 

a liberation for the BICC convoy at Guernsey. 

Any overnight mist soon dissipated under 

the clear blue skies leaving a clear Channel. 

The poor conditions over the West Country 

did improve with the rain dying out. I 

updated John Tyerman who advised 

convoyer, Trevor Cracknel, the liberation 

was to go ahead. Early on winds were light 

and variable over Guernsey. As the morning 

progressed the wind strengthened in the 

Channel, changing direction firstly to south 

easterly then to easterly reaching speeds of 

between 14 and 18 mph. At midday 

temperatures over the open sea was 

recorded at 23c. A difficult race followed 
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mainly due to the easterly element in the 

wind.  

Steve Appleby” 

 

Winds for BICC Guernsey. 

The following report is based purely on 

members’ first bird verification times. The 

final result may well vary considerably if 

successful fanciers have multiple timings 

close together. A total of 1,736 young birds 

along with 896 old birds made up the 

convoy. 

So here we go with the Young Bird race 

winners… 

 

John Rodway, 1st Open Guernsey YBs. 

Taking 1st North West section 1st Open in 

the young bird National is one to John 

Rodway with a young bird doing 1248.3 

ypm. John is another fancier who appears 

regularly on the BICC result sheets and an 

obviously elated John had this to say about 

his latest success: 

“What a great day for the Malvern Club! 

Jeremy Davies wins the BICC Any Age, and 

myself the Young Bird race. The pigeon is a 

light blue chequer hen, bred early May and 

racing to the perch. She has had three 

previous races, Blandford and two from 

Purbeck where she has had many hours on 

the wing. Bloodlines best described as 'bred 

from my own mixture of bloodlines'. The 

young birds are fed on a mixture of rolled 

barley, cut maize, Layers pellets, with a 

small amount of depurative mixed in, so 

very little protein. This win was totally 

unexpected as my only interest in young 

bird racing is educating them for the future. 

I entered five young birds and clocked three 

on what was a very hot day. Many thanks to 

the convoyer for the excellent condition the 

pigeons arrived home in.” Congratulations, 

John. A full loft report on John Rodway will 

appear soon. 

 

John Rodway's 1st Open Guernsey YBs. 

Close behind the Rodway timer on 1248.1 

ypm – in fact decimals separate them - is 

one to the Bristol partnership of R E Taylor 

& sons. The partners, John and brother, 
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Nigel, clocked a mealy cock sent sitting 10-

day eggs. He was bred in April and had six 

training tosses before going to Portland (60 

miles), three times with the old birds prior 

to basketting for Guernsey. The Taylor 

youngsters are exercised every day in any 

weather and they seem to thrive on it. The 

dam of the mealy cock was racing from 

Guernsey with the CSCFC on the same day 

and she finished at 3rd Open in the OH’s 

race with another loft mate 3rd Open in the 

young bird race, so three near misses for 

top spot on the same day from the same 

race point! 

 

John and Nigel Taylor, 1st West section, 2nd 

Open Guernsey YBs. 

As the partners rarely race young birds, 

John and Nigel feed the babies on a high 

carbohydrate mixture of wheat and red dari 

until two weeks before their designated 

race. They then get a proportion of 

Willsbridge Best All Round added to their 

daily feed in preparation for their first 

competitive race. The Taylor’s have been 

consistently successful at NFC, BBC, CSCFC 

and BICC races for many years now and I 

hope to be able to write an article on the 

partners in the near future. Over to you 

now John. 

John and David Staddon come in next at 

2nd west section 3rd Open, their timer 

recording 1233 ypm. Here's what Dave had 

to tell me about their latest success: 

“Firstly, many congratulations to Mr 

Rodway on his win and to all section 

winners, there were some great performers 

on the day. We timed a dark chequer 

darkness hen, now named “Archie’s Girl”, 

having her first Channel crossing. She has 

been raced with the WOESRC this season as 

far as Littlehampton and had two training 

tosses from Exmouth in the week of 

basketing. Her sire, Shapway Kirk, was a gift 

pigeon from Wicky & Kirk Bullen and was a 

full brother to their 7th open NFC YB 

National winner and is a grandson of “Isla's 

Rainy Day Boy” & “Reggie’s Boy”. The 

mother of our timer is a hen we bred for 

stock from two of our own former BICC 

Winners, namely Shapway Annie 1st BICC 

Carentan and Shapway Matador 1st BICC 

Tours. So this hen is really bred for 

competing at the top of BICC races. The 

pigeons returned in immaculate condition 

as usual and we timed 4 of our 6 young bird 

entries in good time and all 8 of our old 

hens. 

It was mayhem at the loft as we had 

multiple birds arrive all at once from three 

races. 1 YB from Guernsey and 2 OH from 

Guernsey arrived together with 6 birds from 

our inland race from Lyndhurst. Thank 

goodness for ETS!” 

Next we move back up to the North West 

section where Chris Preece got one on 
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1222ypm to take 2nd NW section 4th Open. 

The bird is a May-hatched youngster from a 

Flor Engels cock given to Chris by the late 

Billy Tregoning of Glynneath. The dam is a 

Blue W/F Cattrysse hen from Neil Price of 

Caerwent, Monmouthshire. So a strong 

Welsh connection there! 

 

Chris Preece, 2nd NW section 3rd Open BICC 

Guernsey YBs. 

The dam contains Colin Lloyd Cattrysse on 

the sire’s side - bloodlines of King Arthur 

and Champion Prince. The dam of this hen 

is Davenport Cattrysse, being from Plain 

Jane a winner of 4 firsts and many other 

prizes for Neil. Because of having young 

bird sickness Chris was late training the 

young birds so, prior to Guernsey, they only 

had 12 tosses and one race from Frome a 

distance of 88 miles the previous Saturday. 

The young hen was raced natural and to her 

perch and arrived home in good condition. 

Chris would like to thank Neil Price for 

letting him have the dam as he was 

reluctant to part with her but took pity on 

Chris and relented. Thanks also to good 

friend, Ray Scriven, for training the 

youngsters. Chris would also like to 

congratulate John Rodway on his much-

deserved win. 

Mr & Mrs Gwyn Lloyd take 3rd NW section 

and 5th Open vel 1198 ypm.Here’s what 

Gwyn had to say about the race: 

“Joy and I would like to thank all at Gwent 

marking station and the convoyers. Our 

birds came home in super condition. We 

sent 4 and clocked 4 young birds flying 182 

miles. Our 1st bird (provisional 4th open) 

was a light chequer hen of Busschaert x 

Hybreght bloodlines, racing to the perch 

and fed on Court Farm feeds of Hereford. 

She was having her 4th race of the season, 

previous race distances 60 miles and 2 at 80 

miles”. 

 

Mr & Mrs G Lloyd, 4th Open BICC Guernsey 

YBs. 

Tony and Frank Baresi of Peasedown St 

John come in next at 2nd West section 6th 

Open vel 1196 ypm. The brothers race from 

their lofts based at Hillside, Peasedown St 

John. Tony is a good worker for the sport, 

helping out with crate cleaning and marking 

for Carlingcott HS and crate cleaning and 

marking for the BICC. Frank always helps 

out with the clocks when he is able.  
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T & F Baresi, 5th Open BICC Guernsey YBs. 

The sire of their Guernsey timer is from 

Roger Phillips in Guernsey and the Dam is a 

Brasspenning out of Tony and Frank’s 

Saintes winner. This young hen has had the 

full club programme so far, racing with 

Carlingcott HS. She recently paired to a cock 

but was yet to lay when basketted for 

Guernsey. Her next race will be either the 

National FC Guernsey or the next BICC 

Guernsey the following week. She was 

flown on darkness. Tony and Frank had 

three from the four sent, all returning in 

good time and good condition”. My thanks 

to Catherine Cooper for the above 

information and accompanying photograph. 

The Tewkesbury partnership of Trevor 

Booth and John Roper have gained 

consistent success with the BICC and in this 

Guernsey race they clocked good pigeons in 

both the young bird and old bird races. The 

partners’ youngster comes in at 4th NW 

section and 7th Open vel 1192 ypm. John 

Roper sent me the following: 

“Firstly we would like to congratulate 

Jeremy Davies, provisional AA winner and 

John Rodway, provisional YB winner - both 

club mates at Malvern. Our young hen was 

bred from the hen who was 1st section, 2nd 

Open in the BICC Fougeres AA race last year 

and is bred down from Brian Sheppard’s 

stock.” 

The Centre section winner was clocked at 

the Hayes loft of Mr & Mrs Ken Hine doing 

1165 ypm and this one finishes at 8th Open. 

As most people know, Ken passed away a 

few years back but the lofts are still 

functional and successfully run by Ken’s 

grandson, Mark, assisted by Jeff Byles and 

Ken Hine’s son in law, Gary (“the other 

fella”). Their section winner in the Guernsey 

race is a young hen bred from a six-year-old 

stock cock which their good friend Peter 

Sabba purchased from Premier Lofts 

(Heremans-Ceusters) and which is also the 

sire of their 4th open YBs Guernsey of a 

couple of years back. The mother of the hen 

was purchased from another good friend, 

Mark Gilbert, which goes back to the 

Andreas Drappa’s line of Poker 

Face/Cassandra on the sire’s side and Flitzer 

on the hen’s side of the pedigree.  
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Mark (R) and the other fella, Gary. 

The hen has been flown on the darkness 

system, and trained extensively at all stages 

to 60 miles from all directions. She has had 

4 club races with the BB&O Fed, these being 

Yeovil 104 miles, Honiton 127 miles, Exeter 

149 mile and East Prawle 170 miles and has 

proved to be very consistent. Young birds 

are flown separated once their sex has been 

determined, with the cocks and hens 

exercised separately every day for an hour. 

Their first exercise is at the crack of dawn. 

They are then raced on the sliding door 

system and are allowed together for 10 

minutes before basketing. Feeding for all 

birds is Versele Laga and is strictly 

controlled by hand feeding until they have 

had sufficient. “Less is best” is a motto Jeff 

Byles picked up from the late Arthur Hill of 

St Just. Grit and minerals are supplied on a 

regular basis, and fresh water every day. – 

that’s it. 

We have to move back down to the West 

Country for the winner of 9th Open. This 

was clocked by Daniel Hocking to record 

1140 ypm and it also takes 4th west section. 

Daniel is enjoying a very successful season 

with the BICC as apart from this Guernsey 

success he also enjoyed a very productive 

old bird season. 

This is what Daniel had to tell me about his 

Guernsey pigeons as he clocked two “good 

‘uns” in the Old Bird race as well: 

“I’m really pleased with the birds as they 

have been flying well all year. The young 

hen is bred from my Dirk van Dyke stock 

which have been leading the way for me, 

Kannibal being right though her breeding.” 

Steve Redfern and family come in next with 

a young bird racing every inch of the 240 

miles to its home loft in Derby to take 1st 

North Central section and finish at a very 

impressive 10th Open on 1115 ypm. This 

pigeon is the longest flying pigeon in the 

result. 

 

Mr & Mrs Steve Redfern with their two Guernsey 

timers, YB and OB. 
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This is what Steve had to tell me about their 

trailblazing young bird: 

“Provisional 1st sect, 9th open young birds 

is a dark chequer hen, bred from two birds 

from George Appleton of Denton, Lancs. 

The sire is a grandson of Bright Eyes, the 

dam a daughter of George's 1st NFC section 

winner, paired to his Daleside 02, runner up 

in the RPRA national sprint award. 

I have always raced totally natural and this 

hen was bred mid-April and had dropped 7 

flights, also had only 8 tail feathers, with a 

bare nose and wing butts, I send them for 

experience, not to win. 

When she came, based on club times, I 

thought she was an hour behind. I must 

thank Antony Taylor who took all my young 

birds plus a few old hens to Portland for a 

mid-week training toss to Poole which were 

liberated in a NE Wind on a trying day when 

returns in the Liverpool area were very poor, 

especially when you realise our club, Etwall 

and Dist, had not reached the 100-mile 

mark. Having said that, although I rarely 

have a clock set in the club, it’s probably the 

best run club I have flown in with a really 

great atmosphere, especially in mickey-

taking. 

Finally I would like to thank both old and 

new friends for their kind messages also 

those who contacted me who I do not even 

know.” 

 

Steve Redfern's Guernsey YB timer,1st section 

9th Open at 240 miles. 

John Black’s timer finishes just out of the 

top ten with a velocity of 1110 ypm to take 

2nd North Central section and 11th Open. 

John clocked a blue hen bred by Paul Loom 

of Wyboston. Returns where good, with 

four young birds in 40 minutes from five 

sent, and all young birds home by nightfall. 

 

John Black, 2nd NC section 10th Open BICC 

Guernsey YBs. 
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Round the sections now and in the East 

section, Mr & Mrs T Tofts take top honours 

with their young bird recording 1035 ypm. 

The partners clocked a darkness hen of De 

Klak bloodlines going back to Terry Hudson 

stock. The hen’s bloodlines can also be 

traced back to the Tofts’ 2008 Alencon 

National winner. Reared in February she has 

had two races prior to going to Guernsey. 

 

Ralph Tofts, 1st East section Guernsey YBs. 

Colin Hoskins of Bexleyheath comes in at 

2nd East section vel 1019ypm. Colin’s first 

in the clock is a Blue hen one of a batch of 

young birds bred by Jack and Pat Walker of 

Lancashire. She is a natural young bird and 

was sent with4 flights to go and racing to 

the perch. 

Bruce McAllister got one to take third 

section. 

Centre section was won by a young bird 

racing to the Hayes loft of Mr & Mrs Ken 

Hine. 

In second spot on 1109 ypm is one to 

Feltham partners Tidbury & Garrett. The 

name of Tidbury refers to Dean’s late 

grandfather and the name remains out of 

respect for Dean’s granddad.  

 

Dean Garrett and Danny Levett, Tidbury & 

Garrett, were 2nd section Guernsey YBs 

Here’s what Dean Garrett had to tell me 

about their race: 

“Our timer is a little chequer hen and came 

back in great condition and really raced all 

the way to the loft, We train our birds very 

hard, plus a few tosses from the south coast 

just to get them thinking, She had 3 races in 

the 3 Borders Federation and we would like 

to thank Dom McCoy for the brilliant racing 

we've had, The week leading up to the BICC 

National the team had 2 tosses from 30 

miles. My partner Danny Levett deals 

mainly with the youngsters and I must pay a 

lot of credit to him as he's had them bang 

on, I do all the road work (training) and 

Danny's there to get them in. The hen is 

Gary Inkley x Chris Heberecht and she came 

back looking a million dollars, I'd like to 

thank the convoyers as the pigeons came 

home well. We had 27/35 on the day.” 

Third centre section is one to the Ash lofts 

of Mike Armitage on 1103 ypm. Mike also 
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clocked a good one in the old bird race. 

Mike’s young bird is a bit special as he won 

1st Lion Brewery Mid Week race the week 

previous. This young blue cock, was flying to 

eggs. Mike brought the pigeon in the Lyon 

market sale at the Lion Brewery and in view 

of his past success – surprise, surprise, he 

was pooled in all pools. In the North east 

section Joanne and Alan Hacon come out on 

top with their timer doing 857 ypm. This is a 

darkness chequer pied hen of Herman 

Vandeweyer bloodlines having the third 

race of her life. Reared in early April she 

was racing to the perch. 

 

Alan Hacon, 1st NE section Guernsey YBs. 

Second section is one to Cook & Taylor on 

846 ypm who clocked a Stichelbaut x Jan 

Aarden hen raced on round about. This one 

has had every club race through to 160 

miles before going to Guernsey. 

 

Cook, son & grandson, 2nd North East section 

Guernsey 1 OBs. 

Dave Downing finishes off the top three in 

the section on 561 ypm. The pigeon clocked 

is from Dave’s Vandenabeele family and is a 

January bred darkness youngster racing to 

the perch in its third race of the season. Its 

father is an M & D Evans cock bred by 

Crammond and Langstaff, which is a 

grandson of National Fideel and Belle. The 

dam is out of an original stock pair from 

Heslop and Evans with Benneton and 

Shadow bloodlines responsible for over 20 x 

1sts. 

 

Dave Downing, 3rd section BICC Guernsey YBs. 

The west section winner was the Taylor 

partners’ timer which finishes at 2nd Open, 

just in front of the Staddon pigeon at 2nd 

section 3rd Open. Daniel Hocking takes 4th 

section and 9th Open.  

 

Daniel Hocking with his Guernsey YB and OH 

timers. 
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Paul Llewellyn and grandson Ashton Glen 

come in at fourth section. This one is an 

April bred blue cock of Janssen bloodlines 

and bred by Andrew Landers of 

Kirkbymoorside. Raced on the natural 

system the Guernsey romp was the blue 

cock’s first race ever. 

 

Paul Llewellyn & grandson, Ashton Glen, 3rd 

West section, 20th Open BICC Guernsey YBs. 

North Central section winners who also 

take 10th Open were the Redfern Family 

with John Black 2nd section and 11th Open. 

Third in this section and 14th Open was one 

to the partnership of B & P Loom. Their 

timer is a blue pied hen bred from stock 

purchased from Gill Brothers. She was sent 

sitting 10 day old eggs and is bred from the 

same parents as good friend John Black’s 

2nd section 11th Open winner. 

 

Paul Loom of the B & P Loom partnership, 3rd 

NC section, 13th Open Guernsey YBs. 

Old Birds 

 

Jeremy Davies, 1st Open Guernsey OB, with 

daughters, Jessica and Heather. 

The winner in the Old bird race was the 

partnership of T & J Davies of Birtsmorton 

in Worcestershire. Jeremy has enjoyed 

great success since joining the BICC in 2014 

and the following is Jeremy’s take on his 

successful race. 
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“First of all thank you to everyone who have 

phoned or texted us to congratulate us on 

this our latest win, we are really 

overwhelmed by it. We went one step 

further this time by winning the overall any 

age BICC National race from Guernsey it 

also looks very likely we will be 2nd open 

also, with a number of other loft mates to 

feature high up in the top 20 of the Open. 

We would also like to congratulate John 

Rodway of Rushwick 1st open in the young 

bird event. John is also a member and 

friend in our local club , not to forget Booth 

& Roper who timed in top open positions in 

both races also good friends and members 

of our local club so it was a good day all 

round locally. 

Since joining the BICC in 2014 we have 

flown 9 races with them and have won the 

NW section no less than six times which we 

are very proud of. This is now our last race 

of 2015 and will put them through a good 

moult and hopefully be back in 2016. We do 

not race young birds anymore as we are 

fully committed with running the very 

successful RPRA one loft race. 

Our first timer, a three year old light 

chequer cock, was sent to this race on the 

natural system after flying most of the 

season on the semi roundabout system. He 

has been a very consistent racer from a 

yearling winning many positions over the 

water in Federation and National events. He 

was timed in on the day from 404 miles 

Poitiers with the BICC earlier this season 

and was then sent to the hard Bordeaux 

race with the MNFC, homing just out of race 

time. However, in this race we timed loft 

mates with one on the day at 498 miles to 

finish at 21st Open MNFC. It was after this 

race I thought I would call it a day and let 

the team go together and some would be 

selected to rear a few late bred birds which 

would go with the young bird team. These 

are bred mostly in June and July as we don’t 

race but only train young birds. At this point 

they were all given their freedom in the loft 

and were on open hole. After a few weeks 

they were flying the skies out with the June 

& July young birds at least flying up to 2 

hours a day. That’s when I decided to pick 

20 out and enter into the BICC race with 

one club trainer from 96 miles the week 

before.  

As Saturday dawned and the birds being up 

at 07:30 with the wind in an easterly 

direction I thought we were in for a chance 

which proved right and the birds did not let 

us down with 17 clocked within 90 minutes. 

So it proved I was right to send them.  It did 

not surprise me our 1st, 2nd and 4th 

pigeons were all closely related to the 

father of the loft “Jimmy”. A full brother 

won the NW Section from Poitiers in 2015 a 

half-brother won Tours NW section in 2015 

and another full brother won from Tours in 

2014 in the BICC. In fact they have won 

multiple positions in the club Federation 

and National and classic racing these are 

the best pigeons that we have ever owned.  

The dam of the winner is a father/ daughter 

mating the nest sister to the dam of the 

2015 BICC NW Tours winner from Jimmy 

which was paired on to his own daughter 

that won 1st Section J NFC Tarbes flying 617 

miles on the day in 2008 which was paired 

back to Jimmy who won five  1st prizes and 

five 2nd prizes before being put to stock., 

Jimmy is not fertile now but I put to stock 

most of his sons & daughters which are to 5 

different hens and these will be bred off 

half-brother sister matings over the next 

few years. Two of my best breeding hens 

were from this Father daughter mating 

couple which get crossed out with various 

cocks. The 08 Blue father daughter mating 
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hen has bred many channel winners to 

different cocks two being 2011 bred no 28 , 

29 No 29 being 1st NW section BICC Tour 

2014 28 being 5th section Tarbes 2014 NFC  

And  1st Nw section Poitiers 2015 and now 

1st and 2nd Open Guernsey. 2nd open is off 

Half-brother half-sister mating. The list just 

keeps going on with these Jimmy pigeons. 

My late father bred Jimmy in 2001 and the 

breeding is not known for certain but I think 

it could be possibly be the Super Crack lines 

from Robert Venus. The other bloodlines 

are the Janssen De Klak lines with have won 

us hundreds of first prizes over the years. 

The birds are fed on a homemade feeding 

mix of high fat and proteins while it’s on the 

cold side dropping the protein when the 

weather warms up. We use Jeremy’s pigeon 

tonics in the water and on the feed daily. 

I would like to thank the marking team in 

Evesham who put themselves out and I 

hope more now join in and have the success 

that we and the locals have had in this race. 

Also thanks to the convoyers who do a 

sterling job.” 

 

T & J Davies's 1st Open Guernsey OB. 

Congratulations, Jeremy, not only on your 

latest success but on a terrific season’s 

performances. As with all BICC National 

winners who wish it, a full loft report on the 

Davies set up will appear shortly. 

Geoff “Nobby” Clarke comes in at 1st west 

section 2nd Open on the provisional result, 

his pigeon recording a velocity of 1285 ypm. 

Geoff clocked a yearling cock which was 

unraced as a late bred in 2014 and 

Guernsey was his first race ever. The cock 

was sent sitting on 12 day eggs and is bred 

from Nobby’s old family that he has had for 

50 years based on the old Welsh Lerwick 

pigeons that had a strong influence of the 

old Percy Cornell Logans in their make up 

plus some birds from Geoff’s brother Bobby 

and Taffy Coates.  

 

Geoff Clarke, 1st west section, 2nd Open 

Guernsey OBs. 

Nobby has ceased to compete in local club 

racing and trains his birds privately with the 

help of his good friend Ieuan Williams who 

tosses the Clarke team singly in various 

locations throughout the south and south 

west of England. Their only racing being 

with the BICC and the WSRNFC in cross 

channel National racing. The young birds 

are trained only in the year of their birth 

and are then “put through the wringer” so 

to speak as yearlings with as many channel 

races as possible out to 300 miles. This then 

sets them up for the longer races as two 

year olds. 

Booth & Roper clocked their 6 year old blue 

chequer hen to take provisional 2nd section, 

3rd open. This hen has been very consistent 

over the years, but has been disappointing 

this year until this race when Trevor and 

John saw her sparkle return. She has 
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certainly done the business in what may 

well be her last season racing. She has 3rd 

section, 26th open NFC Falaise 2014 & 1st 

section, 150th open BICC Guernsey 2014 to 

her credit so has earned her place in the 

Booth & Roper retirement home. 

 

Booth & Roper, consistently successful in BICC 

races 6th Open Guernsey YBs & 3rd Open Old 

Birds’ 

Zbigniew Nowak way down west at 

Plymouth, clocked his hen to finish at 2nd 

west section 4th Open Old Birds. The hen 

has been to one race earlier this year and 

came back injured. When recovered, she 

was given one training toss and then 

straight to Guernsey sitting on eggs for 7 

days. The father’s side of the pedigree is 

Janssen via Roger Cutforth and the 

mother’s side contains bloodlines obtained 

from Germany. 

 

Zbigniew Nowak, 4th Open BICC Guernsey OBs. 

Following up their 2nd section 3rd Open 

win in the YB race are John & Dave Staddon 

of Evercreech with a provisional 3rd West 

Section 5th Open in the OB race.  

 

Dave, John and young Archie Staddon, 1st West 

section 2nd Open Guernsey YBs. 
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Here's what Dave had to say. 

“Once again congratulations to the winner 

Jeremy Davies and all the section winners. 

As mentioned in our young bird report we 

had a great race. We timed 3 of our 8 OH in 

a minute and fourth close behind and these 

may take provisionally 3rd, 4th, 5th & 8th 

West Section 5th, 6th, 7th, & 11th Open. 

Our first timer is a good middle distance 

hen bred from our Miracle Pair, breeders of 

1st, 1st, 1st, 2nd, 2nd, 3rd, 3rd, 7th, 8th, 9th, 

9th, 11th, 15th, 17th, 17th, 18th, WOESRC 

upto 5147 birds. This year they have now 

also bred 5th & 10th Section NFC Messac, 

and now 3rd Sec 5th Open Guernsey. This 

pair were both bred by Mark Gilbert from 

pigeons obtained from Syndicate Lofts.  

This hen raced the full NFC programme up 

to and including Saintes, where her sister 

was our first bird. She is sitting small babies 

and was just pushing up her fourth flight as 

were all our entries for this race. Our 

second hen was pooled and is a full sister to 

Shapway G-Force 1st Section 3rd Open 

Saintes NFC and 4th Section 42nd Open NFC 

Tarbes. She also had the full NFC program 

including Tarbes, where she returned late 

but unharmed. Our third hen that was 

timed on the same minute previously flew 

Agen BICC and NFC Tarbes in 2015 but was 

late from both, hence she was asked to race 

on. She has previously won 9th Open BICC 

Poitiers and is a daughter of our 1st Section 

10th Open BICC Perpignan.” 

Daniel Hocking timed an old hen for 4th 

west section 6th Open. She is from his 

Roland Janssen stock pair. The hen has 

flown right through to Saintes earlier this 

year. Daniel sent her and her sister thinking 

that this race would suit them, both we're 

sitting eggs and are bred from a direct son 

of champion Grey Ghost when paired to a 

G/daughter of Super Kweeker 12. Her sister 

dropped in two minutes after her. Old and 

young birds fly with the Devon Cornwall and 

West Somerset Continental Flying Club 

which is ideal to prepare the birds for the 

National races, it's a great club which is 

growing in strength each year. 

H Franks of Tiverton in Devon comes in at 

7th Open with a bird doing 1188ypm. 

Despite five attempts to contact Mr Franks 

to get information on his pigeon I was 

unsuccessful. 

Eric Watkins of Shrewsbury clocked a three 

year old hen on 1187 ypm for 3rd NW 

section 8th Open. The hen is bred off two 

gift birds - sire being a Stichelbaut from Ray 

Scriven of Alveley and the dam a Van 

Wanroy/Jan Arden cross from Bill 

Bresnahan of Liverpool. She has been 

unraced since a young bird but Eric decided 

to have a go with old hens in the Any Age 

Races so he re-paired the widowhood hens 

in mid-July and she was racing to a 10 day 

old youngster. 

 

Eric Watkins, 3rd North West section 8th Open 

BICC Guernsey OBs. 
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Bridgnorth fancier Nigel Matthews timed a 

three year old blue hen of Gaevert van 

Schoorise bloodlines for 4th NW section 

and 9th Open vel 1162 ypm. The hen is a 

previous winner for Nigel and was entered 

in a few races during the old bird 

programme before being set up for 

Guernsey sitting eggs. 

 

Nigel Matthews, 9th Open BICC Guernsey Old 

Birds. 

Mike and Christine Lee of Alfrick near 

Worcester have also enjoyed their racing 

with the BICC in 2015 and here they clocked 

on 1148 ypm to take 5th NW section 10th 

Open. Their timer is a two year old hen 

which was used as a widowhood hen during 

old birds but was then trained up with a few 

other hens specifically to compete in the 

BICC Guernsey race. She has Champion 

Narbonne and Denney’s Dark Charm and 

Dark Dancer in her bloodlines. The Lees 

would like to congratulate club mates 

Jeremy Davies and John Rodway on their 

winning performances in the Guernsey Old 

bird and Young Bird races. 

 

Mike & Christine Lee, 5th NW section, 10th Open 

BICC Guernsey OBs. 

Provisional 1st sect, 11th open in the Old 

Bird race is the Redfern family partnership 

with a consistent racer. This blue Hen’s sire 

is bred from a Joe Raeburn cock x Roy 

Gregory hen and the dam from an excellent 

racer bred by Dave Birch. 

She had been clocked this year from BICC Le 

Mans and Alencon as well as flying Messac 

with the NFC. As a yearling she won 5th sect 

42nd Open Falaise NFC.  

The partners only joined the BICC last year 

with the intention of winning the section in 

all three of the major Nationals, having 

previously won 1st section in both the NFC 

and BBC. Steve Redfern would like to 

mention the people who run the 

Northampton marking station, some of the 

most helpful people he has come across. 

Steve tells me that the birds, both young 

and old, returned in excellent condition. 

M Wright & son come in next at 2nd NC 

section 14th Open vel 1067 ypm. Martin 

clocked a 2012 hen. She is a cross of a 

Vandenabeele and Staf Van Reet. The hen 

has been one of the loft’s most consistent 

racers and on the day did the partners 

proud once again. Martin would like to 

compliment the BICC convoyers and the 
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transport of the pigeons as they came home 

in superb condition yet again. 

 

Martin Wright, 2nd NC section, 14th Open 

Guernsey OBs. 

Third NC section goes to one to the 

Evesham fancier Isebaldo Carenza on 1065 

ypm. 

The other section results are as follows: 

Centre section topping the list year and 

taking 12th Open, is a three year old blue 

pied Soontjen hen racing to the Wraysbury 

lofts of Pau King’s Cup winner George 

Burgess and recording 1082ypm. The hen 

had been across the channel four times 

during the old bird season and was sent 

feeding a small youngster. She is a half-

sister to one of George’s best racing hens 

“Matilda” who won during her racing career 

2 x 1st section plus 1st & 2nd Open, along 

with four other first prizes. 

 

George Burgess, 1st Centre section BICC 

Guernsey Old Birds. 

Leon Hall of Oxford clocked on 1080 ypm to 

finish at 2nd section 13th Open. 

 

Leon Hall, 2nd Centre section Guernsey OBs. 

Mike Armitage clocked the same red 

chequer cock that was 1st section 4th open 

National BICC Falaise earlier this year to 

take 3rd section 21st Open Guernsey vel 

1024 ypm. He was sent sitting eggs. 
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Mike Armitage with son, Paul, and daughter, 

Lexi. 

North East section winner was racing to the 

Norwich loft of John Gannon. John clocked 

a yearling blue cock of Vandenabeele x Staf 

Van Reet bloodlines to record a velocity of 

1075 ypm. The cock had flown the channel 

a number of times earlier in the season and 

was entered in the Agen International. He 

was then re mated and sent to Guernsey 

feeding 5 day old youngsters, his first of the 

season. 

 

J Gannon, 1st NE section Guernsey OBs. 

Cook, son & grandson come in at 2nd NE 

section vel 989 with a four year old 

Busschaert cock sent feeding a big 

youngster and driving his hen to nest again. 

He was raced as far as Ancenis with the 

MNFC earlier in the season and has won a 

fair bit for the partners in his racing career. 

Third section was one to the Mildenhall 

partnership of L Rix and Son on 909 ypm. 

The East section winner was doing 1003 

ypm racing to the Orpington loft of Ted 

Robinson with the same Van Loon x Van 

Reet hen that finished at 9th Open in the Le 

Mans old bird race with the BICC earlier in 

the season. This time she was sent sitting 

14-day eggs. 

 

Ted Robinson, 1st East section Guernsey OBs. 

Mr & Mrs Prior of Bishops Stortford take 

2nd section vel 988 ypm with a yearling hen 

bred from Bruce McAllister stock. The hen 

has been raced weekly throughout the old 

bird season and was sent to Guernsey just 

showing up to a new mate. 

D Wilton & son of Chadwell St Mary finish 

off the top three in the section with a bird 

on 966 ypm. 
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That’s yer lot for this week - my thanks to 

Chris Sutton for the photographs of Jeremy 

Davies and John Rodway and their winning 

pigeons that accompany this report. 

If details of some of the pigeons highlighted 

in this report are sparse or even non-

existent it is due to the fact that, despite 

several attempts to contact the fanciers 

concerned, I was unsuccessful. 

This race report has been something of a 

marathon event for me as I have had to 

report on two races in one so to speak. The 

next Guernsey race will be more of the 

same, so can I ask those fanciers who are 

successful to help me get the report out on 

time by taking the initiative and contacting 

me by email on Gcymro@aol.com or by 

phone on 01443/435684. Your cooperation 

will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Gareth Watkins 
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