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ST VINCENT INTERNATIONAL 2015 RACE REPORT 

By Gareth Watkins 
 

 

Geoff & Catherine Cooper, 1st Open BICC, 1st 

Open Hens International, 3rd Open International 

St Vincent 

The St Vincent International, along with the 

Agen International, gives British fanciers the 

best chance of a top position. This is due to 

the fact that both race points are situated in 

the south western region of France. Most 

British competitors in these races pray for 

an easterly wind and those prayers were 

definitely answered in the 2015 St Vincent 

race as the convoy of 10,737 pigeons was 

liberated at 5.45 am BST in an east south 

easterly wind and blue skies to race the 

550+ miles back to their UK homes.  

 

Wind map, St Vincent race day 

The UK entry was 299 pigeons and many of 

these were battle hardened campaigners on 

the International race scene. 

Hopes were high therefore that yet another 

British pigeon would top the International 
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race result following on from Bob and 

Anthony Besant’s great win from Agen a 

few weeks before. 

 

Weather map, St Vincent race day 

Pigeons began to arrive in north west 

France from 17.46 pm onwards and there 

was a slow but steady stream of timers into 

this area over the next 45 minutes with 

something like 10 pigeons clocked by 18.30 

pm. 

 

Satellite image of France on race day 

It was therefore a strong possibility that 

some would get across the English Channel 

before nightfall and so challenge for top 

honours on the International result. 

‘Cometh the hour, cometh the man’ (and 

woman) as just after 7 pm Geoff and 

Catherine Cooper way out west at 

Peasedown St John clocked the first of their 

six timers to win 1st West section 1st Open 

BICC plus 1st International Hens and 3rd 

Open International vel 1069 mpm. This 

makes it FOUR INTERNATIONAL WINS for 

Geoff and Catherine. Not only did they win 

the BICC but the Cooper team finished at 

1st, 3rd, 11th, 55th, 57th & 63rd Open, a 

fantastic team performance. 

Congratulations both. This is what 

Catherine had to say about their latest 

International success: 

“We clocked a yearling hen on the day 

called Farm Ivy, flying 530 miles to win 1st 

National BICC St Vincent International and 

1st International hens and 3rd International. 

Farm Ivy is named after our youngest 

granddaughter Ivy, whose birthday was this 

weekend. The hens are all raced on 

widowhood, with the cocks not flying out. 

Prior to St Vincent she had four channel 

races, taking 3rd prize from Messac. Two 

weekends off with just loft flying she was 

then entered into the International.  

She is very well bred, her grand sires are 

Farm Boy, top racer and sire of Farmer 

George 1st International Bordeaux and 

Starlight, winner of 2nd International bred 

and raced by Etienne Mierlaen. The sire of 

Farm Ivy is a son of Farm Boy when paired 

to his daughter and the Dam is a son of 

Starlight paired to his half-sister. 

We clocked a second pigeon on the day to 

be 3rd National, 10th International. This 

was also a widowhood hen, a three year old 
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called Farm Evie, after another 

granddaughter. Evie's sire is a son of Legend 

1st International Dax for Brian Sheppard 

and her dam is a daughter of Farm Boy. 

Our third pigeon, another widowhood 

yearling hen, clocked early next morning 

will be 11th BICC National. The third hen is 

a nest sister to Farm Ivy, the first hen. All 

three hens clocked are granddaughters of 

Farm Boy. 

A comprehensive loft report on the Coopers 

can be found on the BICC web site. 

 

John Smale, 2nd Open BICC, 4th Open 

International St Vincent 

In the runner up spot in both west section 

and Open result and 4th Open International 

vel 1060 mpm, is one to John Smale of 

Llanvihangel Crucorney a small hamlet to 

the north of Abergavenny on the Wales – 

England border. This yearling cock was sent 

feeding his first youngster of the season 

after having been raced on round about in 

the early part of the season. The cock is 

literally steeped in long distance National 

winning blood as he has three National 

winners in his immediate pedigree and is a 

cross between Dutch pigeons from Jan 

Polder and Bruggeman Brothers on his 

sire’s side. On the dam’s side of the 

pedigree there is Andrew McFenton’s Pont 

y Mousson National winner plus John’s own 

Thurso National winner Gillian and Fishlock 

& Harding’s Thurso National winner Westra 

Eddie. Throw in a soupcon of Lambert & 

Davies’s famous No1 pair and you have a 

dead cert, copper bottomed, 24 carat 

winner in the making. The St Vincent 

International was his fifth channel crossing 

of the season the last one being from Tours 

with the BICC where he finished at 14th 

west section. 

Well done John on another top 

performance! 

The Cooper’s second pigeon comes in next 

at 3rd Open BICC 8th Open International vel 

1054 mpm. 

 

Gordon & June Mears, 4th Open BICC, 11th 

Open International St Vincent 

Gordon and June Mears are two of the 

hardest working fanciers in the sport and it 

was a great pleasure to learn that they had 

clocked a cracker in the St Vincent race to 

take 4th West section 4th Open BICC and 

11th Open International vel 1043 mpm. 

June had this to tell me about their first and 

second timers which should finish at 25th 

Open BICC: 
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“Our first bird is a yearling blue cock bred 

from birds from club mate Terry Gardner. 

He flew from Falaise with the BICC as a 

youngster and has had 3 channel races this 

year prior to St Vincent. He was sent 

feeding a large youngster. 

 The second bird is another yearling, a 

checker pied hen. This was a late bred 

youngster bred from birds we had from W. 

Thomas and Terry. Gardner. She was not 

trained or raced as a young bird last year 

[Yes you read that correctly. Not trained or 

raced as a young bird and yet well up on the 

Open result at 560 miles as a yearling!!! 

GW]. She has had 4 channel races as far as 

Nort-sur-Edre, 300 miles before St Vincent, 

where she was sent sitting eggs 14 days on 

eggs. 

We fly natural with an open hole all day and 

they are hopper fed” 

Club president John Tyerman comes in next 

with one of four birds clocked to take 1st 

Centre section 5th Open BICC 20th Open 

International vel 1022 mpm. John’s other 

timers take 32nd, 39th & 45th Open. Here’s 

John’s take on the race: 

“When I heard the St Vincent International 

birds had been liberated I had already 

checked the weather on the line of flight, 

and with the predominately East and south 

east wind, plus the hot temperatures in 

France, I was fairly sure it would be a 

difficult and testing fly for the relatively 

small UK entry, competing against 10,000 

plus birds entered by other European 

fanciers. I was also racing from Bordeaux 

the same day with the Chichester Club 

(South Coast fed) and from a 6 am 

liberation thought the birds would be here 

around the 11 hours mark, so after clocking 

my 'Murphy Cock' just after 4-15 pm I 

realized that it might just be possible to 

have a St Vincent pigeon before 7 pm. I was 

sitting in the garden with my son Jonathan 

when at 6-35 pm my 5 yo Blue cock 84685 

came straight off the Channel and landed 

on the wrong loft, making me think it was 

another Bordeaux pigeon, but he quickly 

flew to his correct loft and was soon 

clocked. He has previously been in the 

prizes at 80th BICC Pau, 135th Agen and 

then again 45th BICC Agen. He also flew St 

Vincent in 2014 and overall has been a 

reliable and consistent pigeon at the 

distance. This year due to ongoing health 

issues I flew all my birds parted on a type of 

celibacy system. Both sexes being 'flagged' 

for an hour each morning and my hens 

always seemed to be fitter than the cocks. I 

have now aptly named him, 'The St Vincent 

cock' and prior to going to this race he flew 

Alencon with the BICC and then had a 10 

hour fly with the NFC from Ancenis, some 3 

weeks before competing in this 

International. He was originally destined for 

Barcelona but I pulled my team out when I 

saw the excessive heat and storms forecast 

for the weekend of this race -a good move 

as it turned out. The St Vincent cock 84685 

contains my 

Carmichalel/Kirkpatrick/Cannon bloodlines 

from all my best distance birds bred from 

this family that I have cultivated over the 

past 35 years. His grandsire is my 'Barcelona 

cock' who won, 7th BICC and then again 4th 

BICC Barcelona, (661 miles) and also 15th 

BICC Perpignan. His half-sister is my 2011 

CSCFC Tarbes winner and the blues lines go 

back to my good hen 'Dorking Supreme' 

who won 21st open NFC Pau and many 

other distance prizes. This past few weeks 

my team have performed really well, 

winning two good positions in the BICC Pau 

International, followed by 4th open CSCFC 

Pau with a blue hen flying 15 hours on the 
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winning day when only 5 day pigeons were 

recorded in the Classic. In total I clocked 4/7 

of my entries from this St Vincent 

International, winning prov. 5th, 32nd, 40th 

and 46th open in the BICC. I also won the 

Bordeaux race with the Murphy Cock, 

mentioned earlier. Prior to racing I treat for 

canker, cocci etc and this year I also 

vaccinated all the birds with a 

salmonella/paratyphoid vaccine. I feed a 

number of good racing mixes and favour 

the GEM Royal for my distance birds as it 

has a high maize content. The UK birds did 

really well in the International and I would 

like to congratulate my good friends Geoff 

and Catherine Cooper on another 

outstanding win and indeed all the others 

who clocked good pigeons on the winning 

day.” 

Well done John, a loft in form despite trying 

personal circumstances.  

International winners Wicky Bullen and son 

Kirk follow up their win in the BICC Poitiers 

race with two good birds her at 6th & 19th 

Open BICC, 57th Open International. The 

first of these takes 2nd Centre section vel 

992 mpm. 

Kirk had this to say about their latest 

International race success: 

“Our first timer from St Vincent is a 3 yr old 

widowhood hen who is from our good 

racing cock 88 who won the 2 bird ace from 

Pau BICC, then stopped and put to stock 

where he is breeding some of our best 

racers. “88” is a son of Reggy‘s Boy, our 

number one stock cock who himself won 

1st Open NFC 5th International Dax and is 

grandsire of “Isla’s Rainy Day Boy” winner 

of 1st Pau International and a whole host of 

top pigeons. The dam of the 3 yr old hen is 

from our good friend in Holland, Jan Robles. 

Our 2nd timer is a blue gay pied hen sent 

sitting 4 eggs being paired to another hen in 

the loft. She scored last year at Le Mans 

BICC and she is a granddaughter of “Isla’s 

Rainy Day Boy” 1st Pau International, so 

blood is showing well. We would like to 

congratulate the winner and the BICC on a 

great race. All our racers this year have 

been feed on 80% countrywide corn with a 

big difference noticed in our pigeons’ 

performances.” 

 

M & A Watson, 7th Open BICC St Vincent. 

Next we move down to God’s County: 

Cornwall, where the Truro partnership of M 

& A Watson timed one on 988 mpm for 5th 

west section 7th Open BICC & 66th Open 

International. Shaun clocked a 6 yr old 

Krauth X Dordin mealy widowhood cock 

named Sir Malc after Shaun’s late father.  

The cock and others of the same family, 

have been real stars for the Watsons over 

many years, winning top prizes at club, Fed 

and Combine level to their small back 

garden loft. They have also taken positions 

with the BICC & NFC. Shaun would like to 

thank his wife and very good friends Mr & 

Mrs R Anthony of Camborne for all their 

help and support. Job done Shaun. 

Fellow Cornishman and woman, the above 

mentioned Dickie and Gail Anthony of 

Camborne also clocked a pigeon to finish 

well up on the result at 9th west section 

28th Open. Let’s hope this result produces a 
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resurgence on interest in the BICC from 

fanciers in the Duchy. 

 

Robert Loft's 1st East section, 8th Open St 

Vincent. 

Robert Loft of Tenterden in Kent tops the 

East section with one on 921 mpm to take 

8th Open BICC. Robert’s timer is a five year 

old blue widowhood cock which was also 

28th open/13th East section from Agen 

earlier this year. He is a real trier and 

nothing seems to faze him. His bloodlines 

contain quality pigeons acquired from very 

good friends and he is closely related to 

Robert’s 2010 N.F.C. young bird open 

winner. So there are no fancy pedigrees 

involved just good honest pigeons and as 

Bob says “bit of luck”.  

 

 

Jim Connolley 

Mr & Mrs Connolley of Marden who 

enjoyed a good Agen International race 

with the BICC, come in at 2nd East section 

9th Open vel 778 mpm. This is what Jim 

Connolley had to tell me: 

“First of all congratulations to Geoff and 

Catherine Cooper on a brilliant performance. 

Also to Bob Loft, only bird into Kent on the 

day. 

Our first bird was bred from a 

Batenberg/Van De Merwe cock when 

paired to a Daughter of Legend 1st 

International Dax 19,000 pigeons. 

This year he went to Bedhamton with the 

club. N.F.C Fougeres. Poitiers and Agen with 

the BIC and into St Vincent, sitting 5 a day 

old youngster. 

Our second bird was our second pigeon 

from Agen two weeks ago. 

Again a Batenberg x Legend Hen. 

We bought pigeons from Hugo and Mark, 

but owing to other commitments over the 

past Three years, have not really tried them, 

but they seem to be coming good now.” 
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The Connolleys clocked a total of four 

pigeons to finish 9th, 14th, 34th & 56th 

Open for a really impressive team 

performance. 

Topping off the first ten positions in the 

Open result is a bird doing 773 mpm to the 

Essex loft of Mr & Mrs Derek Reis. 

 

M & A Watson, 7th Open BICC St Vincent. 

Both the Sire & Dam of the St Vincent 

pigeon were bred by Schofield & Greetham 

of Stanford Le Hope who, before their 

clearance sale, were renowned 

International flyers. 

She is a three year old Blue widowhood hen 

now named TINKERBELLE by the Reis’s 

granddaughter Ella. The hen was having her 

first International race of her racing career. 

Her immediate pedigree is full of pigeons 

with top Tarbes, Barcelona & Palamos 

performances, her Sire being a grandson of 

Micky Parrish’s John’s Boy 1st Open BBC 

Palamos. The hen had been earmarked for 

Pau but Derek felt that the birds were not 

performing as they should be so he kept his 

powder dry so to speak and kept the team 

at home. Instead they enlisted the help of 

good friends Keith & Linda Turner who ran a 

few health tests on the team. As a result of 

the test results and advice from the Turners, 

Derek was able to get the race team back 

on track, so a big thank you to Keith and 

Linda. 

Prior to St Vincent this season the hen had 

flown two inland races from Lyndhurst & 

Poole then Pithiviers with The East of 

England CC, Poitiers with The BICC then 

rested with just a few 40 mile training 

tosses prior to St Vincent. 

She was repaired the day prior to basketing 

and returned in good condition.  

Moving around the sections and the West, 

Centre and East sections have all been 

featured in the top ten Open positions. 

 

John Haverley, 1st NC section, 21st Open BICC 

St Vincent 

Topping the North Central section was a 

four year old blue cock racing to the Milton 

Keynes loft of J M Haverley on 714 mpm. 

This is a Supercrack x Southwell and he’s 

been a pretty handy tool for the Haverleys 

with a number of club wins to his credit. He 

was raced widowhood in the early part of 

the season and was remated after BICC 

Poitiers where he finished at 7th section, 
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and sent to St Vincent feeding two small 

squabs. 

 

Russell Bradford, 2nd & 3rd NC section St 

Vincent. 

Mr & Mrs Russell Bradford come in with 

two pigeons for 2nd & 3rd NC section vel 

649 & 571 mpm. This is what Russell had to 

tell me about his two on the clock: 

“Looking through the provisional result I 

think I am the longest flyer in the St. 

Vincent race at six miles short of six 

hundred, so guess I now know how John 

Rumney and the guys much further north 

must feel, waiting for their birds and seeing 

the results appear on the BICC web site.  

My first bird was a three year old cock with 

‘distance’ blood in his veins - a mixture of a 

double grandson from Invincible Spirit, 

paired to a Daughter from Champion Emiel 

(1st International Dax) for Bernard 

Deweerdt. He had previously flown BICC 

Tours and Poitiers where he spent a night 

out on the tiles. 

My second pigeon is a four year old cock 

with all four grandparents direct from 

Bernard Deweerdt’s loft. He was 3rd north 

central section last year from BICC Poitiers 

and 64th, Open in a very hard MNFC race 

from Bordeaux”. Another good 

performance for the Bradford loft – well 

done Russell. 

 

BernieWallman, 1st NE section StVincent 

Bernie Wallman tops the North East section 

and 54th Open on 560 mpm. This is what 

Bernie had to say about his timer: 

“I bred “38” from two birds I had from the 

late George & Maureen Bates & Son of 

Gravesend in 2008. 

His dam was purchased as a squeaker for 

stock, she was direct form George's 1st 

Section 26th Open Tarbes NFC 2007 cock. 

Both this cock and his hen were mainly 

Kenny Hine/Jan Aarden/Van Bruanne blood 

lines. 

His sire, which George very kindly gave me, 

was one of their stud cocks bred from his 

well-known "Bingo" and “Funny Face” lines 

that contain the late Eric Cannon and Jan 

Aarden/Van Bruanne bloodlines. 

“38” has been a reliable channel crosser for 

several seasons without hitting the high 

spots. He has been on the night from hard 

Bourges and NFC Saintes races in the past. 

Last year he was my first bird from Le Mans 

but homed out of race time from NFC 

Tarbes (624 miles). This year he has been 

quite unpredictable taking many hours to 

return from 40 mile training tosses, so 
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much so I've been calling him the “Lone 

Ranger”. He's had no inland racing at all, 

just Fed races from Falaise and Le Mans 

after which he was repaired and sent sitting 

10 day eggs to St Vincent (589 miles) where 

he was my single entry. It's pleasing to see 

his dogged determination to make home 

finally paying off!” 

There were a number of great team 

performances in this race and amongst 

these were four timers to the lofts of Mr & 

Mrs Connolley at 9th, 14th, 34th & 56th 

Open. 

 

John Tyerman with grandsons, Kai and Jimmy. 

John Tyerman with four on the clock at 5th, 

32nd, 39th & 45th Open.  

Mark Gilbert had four at 13th, 16th, 18th & 

73rd Open. 

This is what Mark had to tell me: 

“My three timers were all hens and all three 

were three quarter Brockamp pigeons, the 

other quarter being Southfield Supreme 

lines. Although I was a little disappointed 

not to get one on the day, I was pleased to 

clock all my entries within 30 minutes of 

each other from an International race.” 

A & T Deacon maintain their excellent 

record in BICC International races with four 

on the clock at 35th,41st & 52nd & 71st 

Open. 

Triple Europa Cup winners F. Knowles & son 

also had four on the result at 62nd, 64th, 

76th & 77th Open. 

Alan “Wally” Turner is there once again 

with three in the clock and on the result at 

47th, 48th & 78th Open. 

Lee and Kevin Buddle from Dover sent four 

and clocked three on the result at 17th, 

26th & 27th Open. Here’s what Lee had to 

tell me about their timers: 

“Our first bird is a 2012 Hen and a previous 

winner of 149th Open, 43rd Section E NFC 

Tarbes 548 miles. She is a Dtr of "Amoy" 1st 

Open BICC Pau Int 2009 & "BC" 2nd open 

BICC Pau Int 2009. She is also a Full sister to 

"Tom" who is our 3rd bird in the clock out 

of 4 from this BICC St Vincent race. In 

preparation for St Vincent this hen had BICC 

Alencon 16/5, BICC Tours 30/5, EECC 

Pithivers 6/6, Tours Combine 20/6 & 

Lyndhurst 27/6. As all of our birds she is 

raced on 100% Widowhood all season long 

& fed Versele Laga Superstar Plus & Best 

All-rounder.  

Our 2nd bird was a great old race Cock 

"Spitfire" one of our BICC 'Certificate of 

Merit' winners. His list of prizes are as 

follows: 

4th BICC Agen Int 2012 481m 

5th BICC Perpignan 2014 579m 

15th BICC Perpignan Int 2013 579m 

17th BICC Pau Int 2014 545m 

38th BICC Agen Int 2013 484m  

He is also a full brother to our good 

Barcelona cock "Pipi".  

Our 3rd bird is another very reliable race 

cock "Tom" his list of prizes are  

5th BICC St Vincent 531m 2013  

15th BICC Pau 545m 2014 
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22nd BICC St Vincent 531m 2014 

30th BICC Pau (on the day) 545m 2013 

"Tom" is also a full brother to the hen that 

we got first from St Vincent being a son of 

"Amoy" 1st Open BICC Pau Int 2009 & "BC" 

2nd open BICC Pau Int 2009.” 

Geoff Preece and son Clayton are also 

enjoying a consistently successful 

International programme with the BICC 

again this year and this is what Geoff had to 

tell me about their St Vincent race where 

their two bird entry finished at 15th & 22nd 

Open BICC:  

“Our two bird entry had previously flown 

Pau 2015 widowhood. They were sent back 

to St Vincent, the cock GB 10 D 17156 

widowhood and the hen GB 12 D 25790 

sitting 10 day eggs. Since their last 

International race these pigeons have had 

daily 2 hour loft exercise, with the 

exception of the hen that has had a couple 

of light trainers added. 

Congratulations to all those who entered, 

timed and supported this ‘Atlantic’ side 

International race, hopefully this support 

will continue for the remaining 

‘Mediterranean’ side International races. 

First in the clock is a five year old Blue 

Widowhood Cock – Stoffel 270/Hermes 

lines, a super pigeon that has previously 

been dogged with yearly injuries. Previous 

prizes have included Pau 2015 – 8th Nat. St 

Vincent 2014 – 67th Nat. Barcelona 2013 - 

24th Nat. Perpignan 2012 - 18th Nat. 

Perpignan 2011 - 6th Nat 1st Nat.Yearling. 

Next up a three year old Chequer Natural 

Hen - Stoffel 270/Hermes/Matterne lines 

and a Granddaughter of the legendary ‘Jack 

Jones’. Previous prizes have included Pau 

2015 – 5th Nat. Narbonne 2014 - 13th Nat. 

Agen 2014 - 53rd Nat. Narbonne 2013 - 

1025th International Hens.” 

Before finishing this report I can inform 

readers that Trevor Robinson of Patrington 

clocked one of his Barcelona entry- a four 

year old to take 1st North Central section 

Barcelona at 854 miles being the longest 

flying pigeon in race time and winning the 

Jim Emerton Barcelona Dream Trophy into 

the bargain. Well done Trevor. 

Finally, news of a true battler of a long 

distance pigeon. This is a four year old cock 

of the old Savage Barker bloodlines raced 

by Mr Kingswood- Cox. In this year’s hard 

Palamos race the cock homed on the 

Wednesday following a Friday liberation to 

take 7th Open BBC. By the Sunday, day of 

basketting for BICC Barcelona International 

he was trumpeting around the loft and 

driving his hen to nest again so was sent for 

another trip from Catalonia. As I write this 

report on Saturday 11th July I have been 

informed that the dark chequer cock has 

homed at 7.30 am this morning completing 

a double marathon amounting to nearly 

1400 miles in the space of 10 days. Some 

pigeon! 

Gareth Watkins 
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