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     Willsbridge Bergerac Race


    
      Probable 1st Open Thomas Burns of Marlborough





              with “Blue Bell Girl”

Our final old bird race of the season saw once again temperamental weather. With the forecast given earlier in the week for bad weather on the liberation day another holdover was looming and bingo it didn’t disappoint us. The bad weather front in the middle of France stopped the birds being released on the Friday but with conditions set to improve for Saturday it was with great relief when I received the phone call to say that the 845 birds sent by 148 members were up at 7.45am in to a light West South West. 

Thank you to all the markers and helpers at both marking stations and to all those who helped transfer the pigeons from the other organisations who came with us. It was a very busy time for us all and I appreciate what you did.

Probable 1st Open, 1st NE Section. Thomas Burns of Marlborough. (To achieve 7th & 10th Open, 1st & 2nd NE Section Tarbes Classic three weeks ago was a marvellous performance on a very hard race, but to top that by taking 1st Open is outstanding). 

I am a member of the Wiltshire Continental Flying Club which is based in Bromham near Devizes, what a Club to be in. The people I would like to thank there are Carol Rose the Secretary, her husband Pete the Treasurer and three other members of the Club, Gordon Hancock and Denis Chambers who work very hard in the Club and Robbie Brown who is a whizz on the computer.

The pigeon I timed is a 3 year old blue hen, a pure Supercrack. I would like to advise any body looking for the best Supercracks in the country to see Brian Walsh of Liverpool.

It’s only right to call her “Blue Bell Girl” as she is from Blue Bell Lofts. I received a telephone call from a fellow fancier on Tuesday morning before the race and he asked me would I like to pick up a young pigeon for him and I said I will pick it up on Thursday. He said if you do that you might be a bit late, the marking for Bergerac is today. He said if you win you can thank me, well, I owe him a big drink. Mark Brown of Hungerford.

I would also like to say a big thank you to Chris Lester for taking my pigeons to the marking station on the spur of the moment.
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The Blue Bell Loft Team. Thomas Burns, Sam the guard dog and Archie the Loft Manager.

Probable 2nd & 3rd Open, 1st & 2nd SW Section. Mel & Sue King of Blandford Forum.

Mel and Sue had two birds drop together, first over the pad was the D.ch widowhood cock called “Stourcrest Imhotep”. Previously winner of 1st SW Section 4th Open Central Southern Classic.F.C. Messac this season plus 288th Open Central Southern Classic.F.C Poitiers , 204th Open British Barcelona Club Poitiers and 4th Federation Carentan. “Imhotep” is a half brother to “Stourcrest Amonet” 1st Open Central Southern Classic F.C  Ramsgate 2007. Dam to “Imhotep and Amonet” is “Stourcrest Priapus” Daughter of “Stourcrest Eros” 1st Open National Flying Club Nantes a Gaby Vandenabeele. Sire to “ Imhotep is from Eric Limbourg lines of Black Opium and Jonge Vooruit who is also the sire to the 2nd bird, 2nd SW Section 3rd Open called “ Stourcrest Horus”a B.CH widowhood cock who has taken several places in the first 10 of the Federation including 2nd. He was the first clocked in this years National Flying Club Messac 13th Section 181st Open , Horus’s dam is “Helana” dam of many winner’s including 1st Section and 1st Federation etc. including “Stourcrest Pericleas” 3rd Section 6th Open Central Southern Classic F.C Messac 2010. 

Mel & Sue timed 4 of their 7 entry’s on the day, and would like to congratulate the winner Thomas Burns and thank all the officers etc of the Central Southern Classic F.C for all their hard work through out the old bird season.
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Mel and Sue King.

Probable 4th & 9th Open, 1st  & 4th  SE Section. Maplesden & Shipp Loft 2 of Portsmouth. We would like to thank our friend John Gerard for supplying us with these Kees Bosua pigeons which won the SE Section also taking 4th Section aswell. The first in the clock was a 3 year old blue hen named “Nellie” in remembrance of my Mother in Law who passed away recently, followed 31 minutes later by a 2 year old chequer cock. They were on widowhood and this was the first time at 420 miles.

Harold, when he was racing as H Maplesden & Son won the 2004 Guernsey YB Classic and Maplesden & Shipp also took 1st Open in the 2005 St Malo OB Classic.  
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Harold Maplesden and the “New kids on the block”.

Probable 5th Open, 2nd SE Section. Tony Cowan of Southampton. 

I am beginning to like Clare our secretary , in particular , with her sexy voice, phoning and informing me that my little two year old hen “Bo Derek”, yet another reasonable bird from my No 1 Stock Cock  “Shakee” is probable 2nd Sect 5th Open. Sitting eggs, first two races early in the season no training in between, fed on Mr Charity’s (Brian Wall of Gem) best Widowhood Mix and that legendry aid GemThePax, nothing else, except, what is still free in this country, (so far!)  Fresh air and exercise!  Simple!! 
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Tony Cowan.

Probable 6th Open, 2nd NE Section. Doug House of Stanford in the Vale. Doug timed a 2 year old blue cock from his old family of De Croix pigeons to take 6th Open. This cock has only had four races this year St Malo NFC, Messac NFC, Honiton with the Club and then on to Bergerac with the Classic. As a yearling he flew Bordeaux with the BBC. 

Doug feeds an Irish mix with horse beans mixed in. Previously Doug has been 5th & 8th Open from Bergerac winning the 2 bird average.
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Doug House.

Probable 7th Open, 3rd SW Section. Mark & Julie Gower of Salisbury. Mark and Julie timed a yearling hen sent sitting 12 days, previously a roundabout hen she was re-paired for this race. She was not one of Mark’s favourite pigeons as a young bird as she was a bad trapper and was sent to 3 channel races including the young bird National and Tours race.

This year she went to Seaton, Exeter, Guernsey, Carentan, Messac and Niort prior to Bergerac never setting the world alight but always consistent.

Niort was not an easy race (11 hours on the wing) and then she had a three week rest and one 50 mile training toss before basketing.
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Mark Gower.

Probable 8th Open, Jimmy Wearn (Wearn Bros 1) of Ramsdean. (sorry, due to deadline I will obtain some details from Jim and print them in the near future). Jim clocked a 2 year old blue hen at 19.07.41hrs to take 8th Open 3rd SE Section. 
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Jimmy Wearn.

Probable 10th Open. Graham Rann & Daughters of Ventnor. Graham timed an Eric Fox x Deweerdt yearling red chequer hen “Dom’s Girl” usually flown on widowhood but paired up for Bergerac sent sitting 6 days. Leading up to the race she was fed Gerry Plus with extra fats and carbohydrates added for the last 3 days before basketing. She returned in good condition but tired.
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Graham Rann’s hen (Dom’s girl).

Probable 1st NW Section, 13th Open. Anna Crowley & Richard Green of Calne. Once again Crowley and Green of Compton Bassett had an excellent race from Bergerac timing a three year old hen to provisionally take 1st NW Section and 13th Open which means that their marvellous season continues, they have now won 5 x 1st Section and 3 x 2nd Section this season flying with the NFC, BBC and CSCFC. Not quite as good as last season when they had 5 x 1st  and 5 x 2nd Sections but they still have the NFC Saintes, BBC Bordeaux, BICC Perpignan and the young bird season to come.
To this race they sent 10 cocks and 5 hens who had previously been raced on widowhood earlier in the season their last race being the NFC Poitiers race on the 16th June after which they were repaired and sent to Bergerac sitting 12 to 14 days. 

The first bird clocked a lovely blue chequer hen is bred from their top middle distance Janssen bloodlines and on the Sire’s side is a son of “Brimstone” who was 1st CSCFC Bergerac and 2nd Int Dax who was paired to a daughter of “Honest John” who was 3rd Open CSCFC Bergerac and 3rd Open BBC Bordeaux once again it can be seen that winners breed winners. A good racing hen this having previously won 42nd Open BICC Falaise (4,298b), 83rd Open BBC Poitiers (1,503b), 47th Open CSCFC Lessay (OH) (324b) and 62nd Open CSCFC Guernsey (OH) (266b).

Only the best food is fed with the base being a mixture of Versele Laga super widowhood and Versele Laga Energy Plus supplemented with Hormoform, Jersey Gold and Picorin one horlicks scoop per bird in the morning and two at night followed by a few peanuts. Grit and minerals are given daily to the birds after morning exercise and the exercise consists of one hour + free flying morning and evening for the cocks and 2 or three tosses from 20 miles per week for the hens . No clean water in this loft the birds are athletes they are raced hard and need a strict regime of supplements containing the important vitamins especially C, E and B12 with probiotics added as required.
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Anna Crowley & Richard Green’s hen.

Probable 2nd NW Section, 14th Open. Janet Wilcox of Bath.  The bird I clocked to take 2nd NW Section is a very consistent 4 year old dark chequer cock flown on widowhood. He has had many previous good performances in the Combine and Classic races. In 2009, 96th Open Tarbes CSCFC  and 6th WESR Combine Marmande. In 2010 he has been 23rd Open CSCFC Tarbes, 77th Open CSCFC Messac 2 and 276th Open CSCFC Messac. His Sire was bred by Chris Gordon of Pontefract in 2000. The Dam was “Mungo” a really good producing stock hen. Her Sire was bred by Geoff Kirkland when paired with a hen from our old family of “Channing” pigeons that go back to the 1960’s. They were flown so well by Ken and his step father as W. Heywood & Son. These birds have always shown loads of vitality and this is shown to good effect in this cock bird. No matter what the conditions are, after a tough race he is the first bird out the next day. From Bergerac he was followed 20 minutes later by a full brother, a 3 year old dark pied cock to take 4th NW Section and possibly 20th Open. He also is a very consistent pigeon despite having badly damaged a wing as a yearling.

The birds are fed Gem’s Super Widowhood/breeding, Gem’s Super diet treated with Carr’s oil. This is fed 365 days a year to all birds kept. Other additive is cider vinegar twice a week. No medication is used except canker treatment as and when needed. All the birds must build their own immunity to the many ailments that plague the sport these days.

I would like to thank High Littleton Clock Officials, John Rob, Terry and Pat for turning out to set and check my clock, generally being the only one not using ETS.
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Ken & Janet Wilcox.

Telephone verifications only and may be subject to change. (first day birds only)

Open
Mem No
Flying Name
Town

clock time
Velocity
1
NE286
T Burns
Marlborough
19
23
11
1174.213
2
SW59
Mr & Mrs M King
Blandford 
18
33
54
1168.840
3
SW59
Mr & Mrs M King
Blandford 
18
33
58
1168.720
4
SE271
Maplesden & Shipp Loft 2
Portsmouth
18
22
4
1162.071
5
SE1384
A Cowan
Southampton
18
40
47
1138.196
6
NE1618
D House
Stanford In The
20
17
36
1117.057
7
SW1071
Mr & Mrs M Gower
Fordingbridge
19
10
23
1115.676
8
SE784
Wearn Brothers 1
Ramsdean
19
7
41
1108.044
9
SE271
Maplesden & Shipp  Loft 2
Portsmouth
18
53
35
1107.292
10
SE272
G Rann & Daughters
Ventnor
18
36
14
1101.100
11
SW24
M White & Son
Bournemouth
19
4
27
1098.771
12
SW1011
Mr & Mrs N Smith
Salisbury
19
37
19
1094.913
13
NW1233
Crowley & Green
Calne
20
22
3
1091.779
14
NW489
Janet Wilcox
Bath
20
15
50
1089.548
15
NW141
S D Luff & P Walker
Dursley
21
0
13
1088.949
16
SW1446
Owers Bros
Wareham
19
24
20
1072.779
17
SE315
K & J Zerafa
Portsmouth
19
10
14
1072.003
18
NE396
Mr & Mrs B Dixon
Milton-Under-
21
22
48
1063.719
19
SE159
G Wood
Ventnor
18
58
16
1058.849
20
NW489
Janet Wilcox
Bath
20
38
49
1057.187
21
SE1734
L Patterson
Portsmouth
19
23
43
1057.122
22
SE247
P Basham
Hamble
19
30
43
1056.729
23
SW689
R Hooper
Poole
19
30
42
1053.075
24
SE694
A Dukes
Cadnam
19
51
57
1041.996
25
SW730
M Brown & Son
Poole
19
45
47
1030.527
26
SW59
Mr & Mrs M King
Blandford 
20
11
17
1016.316
27
SE302
J M Edwards
Southampton
20
6
2
1015.918
28
SW113
Mr & Mrs M & L Rumbold
Salisbury
20
48
40
1000.650
29
SW90
Cottrell Richmond & Son
Wimborne
20
18
59
997.629
30
SE1254
C Edwards
Romsey
20
32
56
995.671
31
SW59
Mr & Mrs M King
Blandford 
20
30
35
990.696
32
SW505
P J Hollard
Lytchett 
20
30
1
978.719
33
SW136
R Lockett
Salisbury
21
4
0
977.065
34
SW90
Cottrell Richmond & Son
Wimborne
20
45
10
964.148
35
SE42
Mr & Mrs J Langbridge
Chichester
20
20
20
963.453
36
SW938
A Parsons
Salisbury
21
19
22
959.175
37
SW1281
Mr & Mrs T Anderson
Poole
20
51
17
944.760
38
SE1540
D Human
Petersfield
21
9
51
944.218
39
SE432
T Leggatt
Havant
20
52
27
939.550
40
SE177
K Bakes
Havant
21
0
58
929.441
41
SW1731
M & G & M Ayles
Weymouth
21
23
46
907.892
42
SE1329
Guy Reed
Wroxall
20
52
56
903.946
Convoyers Report  

Here I am doing my convoyer’s report for the last old bird classic from Bergerac. I can’t believe how quick the season has gone! I met up with my driver, Geoff Biffen, at the Boxhill Transport yard in Capel at noon on Monday and we proceeded to make 110 mile drive down to Wanstrow in Somerset to pick up the Classic’s trailer, after which went on to the Frome marking station, where we filled up the transporter’s water tank and cleaned out the water system. We spent the night at Frome and unloaded the crates ready for marking on Tuesday morning. Early on the day of marking, I layed out water on the empty side of the transporter so the birds could get a drink as they were loaded and on the completion of marking we left the Frome at 12.35hrs, arriving at the Salisbury marking station at 13.30hrs. The London & South East Classic Club and Welsh National birds arrived mid-afternoon and they were re-crated very quickly. The CSCFC crates are designed to carry 30 birds, but because the intense heat in recent weeks, the Tarbes and Bergerac pigeons were transported 20 to a crate. All the birds were watered at the Salisbury marking stations and I must say looked in very good order in the club’s crates. We loaded up the Salisbury birds and left the station at 18.45hrs, arriving at Portsmouth docks at 19.50hrs. We departed for France at 22.45hrs and arrived in Caen at 05.45hrs, where I levelled the trailer on the dock and watered the birds for two hours. We had a good run through France in black skies and rain, and arrived at the St. Leger services at 15.00hrs where the birds were watered on arrival. The birds travelled well and I fed them at 15.30hrs. We awoke at 04.00hrs on the Thursday, dropped the water and left the St Leger services at 04.30hrs, arriving at the Bergerac liberation site at 07.30hrs, where I watered the convoy on arrival. I was very impressed with liberation site at Bergerac and will be doing a full report with photos in ‘ON THE ROAD’ within the next couple of weeks. I fed the convoy at 14.00 hrs and must say they looked in great condition and ready for the job in hand. I telephoned my race advisors, Roy Ferriman and Steve Appleby, at 21.00hrs and they gave me an unfavourable weather report for mid France and mainland England for the Friday.

I awoke at 04.45hrs on the Friday race day to a virtually clear blue sky and the sun coming up strong in the East. I rang Roy and Steve at 05.30hrs and although the weather conditions were perfect in Bergerac, there was a band of bad weather in mid France and I held over. I fed the birds at 14.00hrs and recharged the transporter water tanks at the site supply, and gave the water system a clean and water change. I rang my race advisors at 21.00hrs and they both gave me a good weather report for the Saturday. The Saturday race day saw me get up at 04.00hrs to 100% cloud cover and I opened up and prepared the transporter for liberation. I telephoned Roy and Steve at 05.15hrs and they gave me a great line of flight through to the home lofts in main land England, but there was still 100% cloud cover at the Bergerac site. Time dragged on and it seemed the cloud was never going to clear and show the much needed sun. The phones were ‘red hot’ on the site, as time was slipping by for the start of this Classic race, with some members flying 530 miles. At about 07.25hrs the site was lit up with sun shine as the cloud started brake up and I was all over the transporter like a bad rash, cut strings and finalizing for the liberation. I liberated the 2,000 birds at 07.45hrs in a very light west / south west wind and convoy cleared the site with out turning in a northerly direction. I could not have liberated those pigeons a minute earlier! On our long drive back through France to Caen the weather was perfect for 500 mile racing and the wind was light, veering all the time between south west and north west. With the late liberation, I was very happy when Clare Norman and Terri Hoskin phoned me to tell me there were lots of day birds verified and I was especially pleased that there were birds in the northern sections. John and Trevor of the Kent Combine (1,000 birds) liberated at 08.10hrs and the French Combine (3,500 birds) at 08.30hrs. I would like to say a special ‘thanks’ to my ‘A Team’, Geoff Biffen, Roy Ferriman and Steve Appleby for all their good work. 

Lifetime Ring Nomination. Closing date for this is 31st July 2010. Please see your Classic Handbook for information on how to enter. Nominations paid out so far this season are £600.

Classic Dinner and presentation. In August I will be sending out tickets for the Annual Dinner to those of you that have already paid. If you would like to order tickets, please let me know. We have a smashing weekend in Bournemouth, so why not come and let your hair down and join us! Price per ticket is £30.

Rooms can be booked at the Carrington House Hotel, Knyveton Road, Bournemouth on 01202 369988.

Fougeres Young Bird Open Race – Saturday 11th September 2010.  Guaranteed Prize money =  1st £500, 2nd £200, 3rd £100, 4th £50, 5th £50, £100 for best 2 bird average also £100 to the winner of the opposite section. Cash Nomination – (£2 per bird). Marking stations – Thursday 9th September, Frome – 9am – 11.30am, Didcot – 11am - 12pm and Harefield Southampton – 2.00pm – 4.00pm.

This race also incorporates the breeder/buyer race. With 140 birds auctioned back in March and April, how many will make it to the race? The total prize money to be paid out just for the breeder/buyer race will be £4500 broken down from 1st position to 20th position.

1st = £1000 breeder/£1000 buyer                11th = £50 breeder/£50 buyer

2nd = £300 breeder/£300 buyer                   12th = £50 breeder/£50 buyer

3rd = £150 breeder/£150 buyer                    13th = £50 breeder/£50 buyer

4th = £75 breeder/£75 buyer                        14th = £50 breeder/£50 buyer

5th = £75 breeder/£75 buyer                        15th = £50 breeder/£50 buyer

6th = £50 breeder/£50 buyer                        16th = £30 breeder/£30 buyer

7th = £50 breeder/£50 buyer                        17th = £30 breeder/£30 buyer

8th = £50 breeder/£50 buyer                        18th = £30 breeder/£30 buyer

9th = £50 breeder/£50 buyer                        19th = £30 breeder/£30 buyer

10th = £50 breeder/£50 buyer                      20th = £30 breeder/£30 buyer

Annual Late Bred Sale– Monday 20th September 2010. The usual venue Harefield, Southampton. Viewing 7pm, sale begins 8pm. Auctioneer Tony Cowan. Guaranteed some fantastic birds will be available from some top fanciers. 

	Tarbes Blue Riband Race. Flown on 25th June 2010. Trophy, Prize and Nomination Winners.

Mr & Mrs N Smith (SW1011) – The Gordon Richards Trophy, The Major Buckingham Memorial Trophy, The Presidents Blue Riband, The Truckline Ferries Trophy, Mr Fry Trophy, SW Section Trophy, £150 Ponderosa UK Stud voucher, a replica and a photograph of the winning pigeon.

A Parsons (SW938) -  The Runner Up Trophy and replica.

Padfield Family (NW1486) – NW Section Trophy and replica, The Messrs Fear, Fear, Payne, Hunt and Robson Trophy, The Speedbird Challenge Trophy (Best 3 bird average), The Hopper Brothers Trophy (Best 2 bird average) and The Bill Daniels Silver Salver (best velocity over 600 miles).

Mr & Mrs C Lever (SE600) – SE Section Trophy and replica.

T Burns (NE286) –  The M A Smith Trophy, NE Section Trophy and replica.

D Davies (SW923) – The Chris Catterall Trophy (best average same pigeon at Messac (Poitiers) and Tarbes) and The W Bainton Trophy (highest velocity into Dorset).

D Wells (SE1267) – The Mr Bundy Trophy (1st yearling in to Hampshire).

Jenkins & Bullingham (NW412) – The C Churchill Trophy (highest velocity into Gloucestershire).

D Ford (NW183)  – Mrs V Wright Memorial Trophy (leading hen in NW section).

B Hayles & Son (SE1012) – The Frank Roome & Roy Reed Memorial Trophy (highest velocity onto the Isle of Wight).

P Kenny & V Segesdy – The Trophy for the highest velocity in to Oxfordshire.

Mrs J Wilcox (NW489) – The Mr Wilcox trophy (highest velocity into NE Somerset).

D Jones (NW404) – The C Lowe Trophy (longest flying bird on winning day) and The T Dubberly Trophy (highest velocity into Herefordshire).

G Frewin  (SE345) - £50 for highest velocity by a New Member.

D Ford (NW183) – Mini Break (weekend at the Carrington Hotel for our Dinner Presentation and 2 Dinner Tickets). 




Classic Double winners so far (Messac and Tarbes)
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Tony Cowan = £ 470
      Mike & Lin Rumbold = £ 320
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D Jones = £ 120
                       Robbie Jones = £ 350         
    

[image: image17.jpg]


[image: image18.jpg]



George Wood = £ 50         






       Lee Patterson = £100
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Anner Smith = £ 200                  Paul Basham = £ 75

Our next race is the Stour Print young bird and old hens race from Carentan on Saturday 21st August 2010. Marking to take place Thursday 19th August, Frome: 8.30am – 11am and Salisbury: 12pm – 3pm. The winner of this race will not only receive a £150 Ponderosa UK Stud voucher kindly donated by Tony and Mary but also a free entry in to the 2011 Somerset One Loft Race kindly donated by Terry and Jane Williams.

The car nomination is also available on this race at £3 per unlimited entry and also the Charity nomination at 50p per bird.

Clare Norman. Tel: 023 8057 3919
Email: secretary@cscfc.com 

