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BBC Pigeon Moot – the club has been very busy during April the first event was at Didcot on the 12th April when our committee man Eamon Kelly organised a pigeon moot which was absolutely superb a credit to him. With local club racing already commenced we were forced to host this moot on a Monday evening but despite this the event was well supported with approximately 90 fanciers in attendance. The master of ceremonies for the evening was local comedian Tony Cowan and on the panel were the top International and National winning fanciers - Mark Gilbert, Geoff Kirkland, Brian Shepherd and Jimmy Wearn. A very interesting evening followed, basically consisting of two sessions of questions and answers with a break at half time when those present enjoyed a delicious finger buffet. During the break the ten young birds which had been donated by the panel and last seasons top prize winners were auctioned which raised £1,165 for club funds. From the floor several well thought out questions were submitted and answered by the panel with many fanciers including myself going away with new ideas to try for this season. What a marvellous night, thoroughly enjoyed by all whom attended, my phone was red hot the following evening with fanciers ringing to say how much they enjoyed it. Certainly a must for next year when it will hopefully be organised on a Friday or Saturday night possibly some time in March before the season has commenced.  
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Photographs of the BBC Pigeon Moot

BBC Annual Young Bird Sale – the second event on the BBC calendar was the annual young bird sale which was held at Salisbury on Sunday the 25th April once again, as is the norm, this event was well supported with fanciers in attendance from all parts of the UK including Ireland, Scotland, England and Wales. Hardly surprising really when you consider the quality of the young birds offered for sale a selection of 80+ young birds bred from most of the top distance fliers in the UK including two International winners and many National winning lofts. Every year these fanciers and many other members of the BBC kindly donate young birds to this sale thanks to their generosity and the buyers included the sum of £5,000 was raised which will go into the transporter fund. Thanks also to all the members of the committee and their families who gave up their valuable time to make the day the success it was, also to the auctioneer Stuart Wilcox who once again rose to the occasion.
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Photographs of the BBC Young Bird Sale
BBC promotional video – for any one attending these events you may have wondered why a camera crew was in attendance. The crew in question was BBC member Stuart Guy ably assisted by his good lady Janet. Stuart has kindly offered to make a promotional video of the BBC and will also be in attendance at all markings, when possible he will visit this year’s winners and finally be in attendance at the annual presentation dinner. The aim being to produce this video and have it on the market by Christmas so I expect many of us will find a copy in our Christmas stocking – hint, hint. 
BBC Vire National - By the time this article goes to print your birds for the first BBC National will have been marked and will be on their way to Vire which is a commune, located on the river Vire and the seat of a canton of the Calvados département in the Basse-Normandie region of France.  This is the lovely view of the town which your pigeons will briefly see as they are liberated and head for home. At the time of writing (Sunday 2nd May) 247 members have entered 1993 birds but with no post on bank holiday Monday there are still many entries expected to be received on the Tuesday and possibly a dribble on the Wednesday therefore with my limited experience I would expect the final entry to be close to if not in excess of 2,500 birds. By this time the exact figure will have been posted on the BBC website www.britishbarcelonaclub.co.uk. 
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Information about Vire:

	Vire is twinned with:

· 

 Totnes, Devon, UK.

· 

 Santa Fe, Spain
· 

 Baunatal, Germany
· 

 Atlacomulco, Mexico
· 

 Săcele, Romania
The word Vire when translated means an arrow, having a rotary motion, formerly used with the crossbow.
	Heraldy
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The arms of the commune of Vire are:
An arrow inverted between two towers.

	Vire is strategically placed

Overlooking the vast forests of Lower Normandy, Vire is a historic town with a population of just under 14,000. The town’s strategic position has been responsible for both its steady rise and almost fall through its history. Agriculture and trade flourished in the 17th and 18th Centuries, while in 1944 the retreating Nazi’s attempted to hamper any allied advancements by sabotaging the routes through the town. 

	A view out of the town

In the past, the town was protected by the castle which was built in the 8th Century and then expanded in the 12th Century under King Henry of England. Today, all that is left is ruins. It’s well worth a walk up though as, from the peak, there are fantastic views. To the West is the Vire valley while in the East is the loch.
Vire's centrepiece

To enter the old town you’ll pass through an impressive gate with a watchtower above it. These days it is just used to tell the time. The town’s coat of arms, an arrow with two towers, adorns the sides. Within, a spiral staircase will take you to the top for views out onto the rolling countryside.



	
	

	The evolution of the church

What was once a small Romanesque chapel has, over time, been altered dramatically to reach its present form, a Notre-Dame church. The last round of building work was completed in the 15th Century, with most dating from the 13th. Once you step inside the large doorway you will notice a Baroque style has been exercised. The latest addition is a wooden sculpture by a local 19th Century artist on the South side. 
Bon appetite

Vire is famed for its many culinary delights that take pride of place on menus throughout the region. There are a number of fine restaurants located in the town. Make sure you try chitterlings, a tasty dish that is uniquely prepared by marinating the stomach and small intestines of a pig and cooking them inside the big intestines over a Beachwood fire for a number of weeks. Other specialities include andouille sausages and salmon from the local river.

	
	
	

	

	How to get there

Direct flights from the UK into Normandy include SkySouth's services from Shoreham Airport (Brighton) to Caen and Le Havre, and flybe's into Cherbourg. Ferries, however, are definitely the most popular way of getting there. You have the choice of Le Havre, Ouistreham (Caen), Cherbourg or St-Malo, all of which have regular crossings from the UK. You could also take the Channel Tunnel. If you don’t want to take your car then the TGV will take you across to Caen. 


BBC Marking Station Raffles – for those of you interested in one loft racing I have recently bred and entered 10 birds into the Somerset One Loft Race one of these birds will be offered as a prize at each of our national markings. Tickets will be on sale at £1 each.

Finally onto a new and very important event The Help for Heroes Charity National – this national race open to all pigeon fanciers in the UK is being organised by the BBC with admin support from the CSCFC. The race is to be held from Fougeres on Saturday the 10th July. Basketing for this race will be on Thursday 8th July with marking stations at Salisbury, Stevenage, Penkridge and Hucknall. The aim with the help of you the fancier and our brave feathered friends is to raise as much money as possible to show our support and appreciation to the members of our armed forces who on a daily basis put their lives at risk for our country. 
The entry fee for this race will be £3.50 per bird and the intent is to hopefully donate every single penny of this entrance fee to the Help for Heroes charity. So please try to support this race the date and distance has carefully been chosen to appeal to you all, it does not to clash with any other major race and is also an ideal preparation race for the Saintes National. 
When organising a race such as this there are several large outgoings the most expensive of which are the ferry costs and fuel. I will be writing to several companies in an attempt to obtain sponsors to cover these costs but if any of you wish to make a donation to help cover the additional smaller costs such as rings, seals and food for the birds then these donations would be gratefully received. The Alliance of Specialist Clubs has already started the ball rolling by donating £500 to the prize fund should any other organisation or supplier wish to donate to this fund or provide nominations for the race then once again your support will also be appreciated. Obviously any donations in excess of the running costs will also be given to the Help for Heroes charity.
 
BBC 2010 Race Programme – For those of you still undecided whether to join the BBC or not I remind you that you can still apply to join and race the rest of the BBC race programme for the 2010 season which is: 22nd May Messac, 12th June Poitiers, 2nd July Barcelona International, 31st July Bordeaux and finally 4thSeptember Fougeres for the young birds and old hens.  Join this progressive club now or at any time in the season and move forward with us.
For any one wishing to contact me  – my details are Richard Green on Tel: 01249 760198 or mobile 07747 444196, E-mail rdgbbcsecretary@aol.com do not forget I’m in this job to serve you so any problems or advice then do not hesitate to contact me – good racing to all.
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