Five Heads RPC Annual Prize Night

The Annual Prize-giving evening for the Five Heads club was held on Saturday 16th February 2008. The Five Heads club’s HQ is at Horndean Football Club, a few miles North of Portsmouth. The club is pretty small compared to many other members and, rather uniquely for these parts, does not compete within any Federations available to it. Rather, it builds its race program from each of the Specialist Clubs to which its members are affiliated i.e. British Barcelona Club, British International Championship Club, and Central Southern Classic Flying Club. Normally, the National Flying Club’s races would also be incorporated within Five Heads’ race program but all the members resigned for 2007 following great dissatisfaction with many aspects of that club’s performance in 2006. However, with the Finances of that Club now having been assured by a member benefactor, and a clean bill of health last year, some of the members have already rejoined for 2008 so the NFC race program may make a quick reappearance in the race program. 

2007 was another season disrupted by outbreaks of H5N1, though not as badly as in 2006. Even without the NFC’s races the race program was very challenging indeed. How many other Clubs can say that they had Palamos in their race program last year? But you know that’s what the Five Heads RPC is all about! Challenging racing in National and semi-National racing is what we seek even though we know that the wind won’t always favour our birds’ passage home and high Open positions are far from a gimmee! That said, as you’ll see form the accompanying notes, one or two of our members achieved some fabulous Open positions with the BBC and BICC providing proof positive that you really don’t need to be flying within a Federation week-in-week-out to have a competitive Channel team.
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Derek Human receiving his special commemorative diploma from Paul O’Leary

We were very pleased this year to have Derek Human accept our invitation to present the prizes. Derek is a very regular visitor to the Club as he too, as does his son Adrian, now concentrates on the Specialist Clubs and more often than not will have his clock set by us at Horndean Football Club. Now many people will be aware that last year Derek won what is arguably the biggest prize of all in South Road racing, the NFC Grand National with his fabulous Hen now called ‘Any Distance’. It doesn’t stop there though as ‘Any Distance’ herself won a coveted NFC Certificate of Merit as this was her third appearance in the top 100 of the NFC’s longest old bird race having previously won 70th Open Bordeaux in 2006 and 71st Open Pau 2004. And to round the season off Derek lifted the Langstone Gold Cup, the NFC’s most prestigious averages trophy, for his combined performances from Cholet, Tarbes, and Guernsey. To commemorate Derek’s Grand National Victory, the members of Five Heads RPC presented Derek with a special print comprising pictures of himself and ‘Any Distance’. 

Now on to the main prize winners:-

The principal prize winner was Jim Etherington. Jim scored six 1st Positions including from Palamos with the BBC where his hen ‘48’ took 16th Open 2nd Section A flying 651 miles. And don’t be thinking that this Hen is a just an endurance pigeon as she also earlier took 155th Open 1st Club Falaise with the BICC flying 143 miles. Jim houses a lot of Southwell pigeons, but this Hen was actually bred off two birds direct out of Jimmy Roy’s loft. He absolutely loves the BBC Palamos race and has previously won a ‘Spanish Diploma’ with his ‘Morley Lad’ and has won the two-bird average from Palamos! He’s also been 2nd Open CSCFC Guernsey and in the top 10 NFC Nantes so this is a loft that competes well with Young and Old birds from any distance!
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Jim Etherington, top prize winner, receiving a Trophy from Derek Human

Next in the list was Jack Fisher who scored three 1st Positions including from Falaise with the BICC where his good Hen ‘70’ scored 2nd Open 1st Centre Section on a day when the East in the wind gave favour to some very good pigeons to the West. This was Jack’s second near-miss in National racing, having previously won 2nd Open 1st Section B NFC St Nazaire 2005.  Jack’s family of pigeons is mainly Busschaert-based and as these notes confirm he is clearly as capable as anyone of getting a high-ranking position in a National.
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Jack Fisher and Family clearly happy with the evening’s haul of trophies

Next is my Father, Tom O’Leary, with two 1st Positions from Messac and Alencon. A good season but knowing him as I do he’ll be looking to improve on that this coming season. Tom recently had an incident with a cat getting in his loft with the result being that a dozen babies got deserted and died, such was the distress caused to the Old Birds by the cat. So, it was a very welcome tonic when he drew the first ticket in the raffle thereby winning the YB kindly put up by Derek Human!
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Tom O’Leary receiving a Trophy from Derek Human

Finally, but by no means left, came new members Kevin and Vera Cooper. Whilst just one win was recorded, from Tours with the BICC, their’s was the most consistent loft in the BICC races so much so that they lifted the prestigious ‘Eric Bonner Memorial Trophy’ awarded for the best BICC average. This is a very likeable couple who enjoy their racing and are willing to help with BICC Marking and Club Secretarial duties. 
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Kevin & Vera Cooper, receiving a Trophy from Derek Human

For the rest of us who didn’t manage a 1st in 2007 we have the very fresh challenge of upping our game to compete for trophies this season. The race program will again be tough with EVERY race being from across the Channel in National and semi-National competition. If you’re a fancier thinking of committing yourself to this kind of racing in 2008 it’s not too late to submit an application to join the club.

Once again, the Five Heads club will provide marking facilities for all the BICC’s National Races. The BICC has just reached the 1000-member mark and therefore we can expect marking nights to be even busier than last year so to those of you attending I’ll ask you in advance to muck in and get the birds through nice and efficiently. Marking will again be between 16:30-17:30. 

Paul O’Leary

