Frans Zwols  - Gramsbergen

Fast pigeons that win in the hardest of competition

by Stuart Wilcox
In the sleepy northern Dutch town of Gramsbergen, in the land of canals and flower fields, situated on the borders of the De Vecht River lives the well-known Dutch fancier Doctor Frans Zwols. Frans is a modest man at heart yet he has excelled in many fields, in his work as a Doctor and as an administrator in office for the NPO and now with his racing pigeons. Frans is one of Holland’s most popular figures and has served his beloved sport of pigeon racing well, yet behind the professional nice guy lies a super talented fancier who has not special results to his own name but has developed such a potent family that they score spectacular prizes wherever they go.
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Frans has been racing pigeons since 1972 and formerly flew in a partnership under the name Comb Zwols-Werink, however since 2004 he has raced only as Frans Zwols yet still enjoys a helping hand from family members and fellow fanciers. Frans’ local club De Vechtevliegers has 30 members and boasts some real Ace fanciers, Harm Vredeveld, Maurice Lazorams to name two, in fact in the last 30 years the club has each year produced a 1st Champion in one category or another. The Combine is a hotbed with fanciers such as the great Gerard Koopman, Jan Lotteram, Gerrit Lahuis etc. In the early days frans knew he would need exceptional pigeons and knowledge if he was to compete in the afdeling, which often sends 20,000 plus pigeons each week. He made a close friendship with the family Vredeveld, which has lasted to today. Harm Vredeveld is one of Holland’s favourite sons and is a real authority on pigeons. Frans consults with Harm on all matters of breeding and racing and they are often seen jointly training their pigeons, the little dedicated transporter behind the car or, if Harm has stayed at home, Chantal will accompany Frans on their long journey.  

Method

In all Frans plays with 48 racing couples; these are divided into 12 Cocks on Classic Widowhood, then 12 hens where their partners remain at home and in addition 24 further pairs of Double Widowhood, so Frans will start the season with around 70 old birds which will compete in short, middle and day races in both old bird and Natour races. The Natour races are combined Young and Old bird races, so Frans will expect his old birds to race for 5 long months. The old pigeons receive 5 to 8 training flights up to 70 km and after this they receive a single 70 km flight every Thursday in addition to 2 x 1 hour training sessions at the loft; the pigeons are flagged to ensure they reach optimum fitness. The pigeons are fed 3 times a day during racing so to increase the metabolism and normally as much as they like, especially for the day races. Frans does add a fatty supplement of peanuts, seed and cheese for the longer races. In terms of supplements he uses grit, minerals ad lib and adds P40. Belgosal electrolytes are used when the pigeons return from a race along with Tea on Tuesdays.

[image: image2.jpg]"Amos”

30 Duffel 162814,

5 NL06-1620585





He raises some 80 young birds; these are extensively trained along with clubmate Harm Vredeveld with 15 flights leading up to 70km. Then they receive 2 x 1hr flights per day and a 70km training flight every Thursday, normally with the old pigeons. Frans and I have talked at length about the number of races a yb needs and he is a firm believer that ybs should race the entire season so they receive the maximum knowledge. Prizes are not so important but they must show a little talent.  In fact Frans treats his yearlings in much the same way; if they are fit and healthy he will look to fly them every weekend throughout the season.

Health

In October whilst the pigeons are still moulting, every bird in the loft receives a 10-12 day cure for Salmonella and this is followed by an injection against Paratyphus, followed by an injection for Paramyxo early in December. The pigeons are coupled at Christmas and the breeders’ eggs are moved to the racing loft. Whilst each section sits their first brood they are treated against canker. The canker treatment is then repeated for 6 days just prior to racing. Further medical advice is taken from the vet if necessary. 

Frans stressed that he puts his faith in good pigeons, saying: ‘Providing I do my best for my pigeons I know they have the talent to win at the highest level. I have found that I have many good breeders and have bred many good pigeons from the race team as well as my breeding loft and with high the standards I set and the extensive race programme I know weak pigeons will not survive in my loft.’
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Breeding

With such good friends as Harm Vredeveld it’s inevitable that some of his top Breeding lines have been introduced into Frans loft. Harm was very famous back in the 1990s for his super Janssen breeding pair Boy and Queen. They produced such a strong line of winning pigeons such as Loverman 1st WHZB Ace Pigeon, Loverboy 1st World Champion 1996, Bandit Queen 1st WHZB YB 2001, Game Boy 2nd National Ace YB 2001, Lucky Boy 1st Hasselt 6005b etc. The blood of the Love Pair Boy and Queen run through the very heart of Frans’ loft, blended with the Mickey Boy blood of the famous H&O partnership which won 1st from 15,000b.

Every loft needs a cross and Frans always had admiration for the Leideman Brothers, who also fly in Afdeling 10 and had the ability to score great victories on the longer day flights. When Frans blended these super lines with the Boy and Queen line a generation of champions were born. The pigeons he had from Leideman Brothers mainly centered on their super couple Tip Top x Zeeuws Meisje, and they in combination have bred 100s of top winners. Frans also had a super hen called Chinese Lady, who bred De Diament, the hen that produced Frans’ famous 3 Musketeers and the seven sisters.
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Next I will cover some of Frans  super breeding pigeons. It’s amazing just how many top breeding pigeons he owns and, when you digest it, you will see why his pigeons are making the impact they are around Europe and the UK.

Di Diament from Leideman Brothers and bred from Chinese Lady. This super hen is the dam of the Famous 3 musketeers, Musketeer 1 scored 1st Maasiek 6226b, 2nd Boxtel 12,595b, 2nd Boxtel 4571b, 3rd St Quentin 5071b, Musketeer 2 was 2nd Beek 14,940b, 2nd Hannut 12,455b and 2nd Maasiek 6926b and Musketier 3 won 2nd Chimay 8042b. A sister to this hen Little Amy won 3rd Chantilly 12,329b, 13th Orleans 10,029b and Lady Blue was 2nd Duffel 20,119b and 7th Nat Le Mans 8491b, all of these pigeons along with their 5 sisters have breed winners. To breed these superstars she was paired to Dutch Prince who was bred by Harm Vredevld direct from Blauwe 56 who raced a 1st from 15,000b and Dutch Queen a winning dtr of Boy and Queen. A full sister to Dutch Prince called Dutch Princess who was paired to Mickey Boy went about being the second golden pair, they produced the mother of Young Princess who won 2nd Nat Le Ferte Bernard 12,000 birds, the parents of 1st Nat Morlincort 550kms 7800 irds in 2006 which sold for 6900 euro’s on Pipa, plus the 856 who won 2nd 13,767b, 857 who won 1st from 4887b etc. Mickey Boy who is bred by Harm Vredeveld also produced the father of Frans Super Champion Eagle Boy who won 1st Maasiek 13,767b, 1st Boxtel 9930 birds, 9th Haasrode 15066b and 9th Wijchen 13,410b, a real Ace pigeon. The next foundation breeder is Blue Prince a son of the wonder pair direct from Boy and Queen, he has already bred a string of brilliant producers and is grand sire to 2nd Open CSCFC into the UK already.
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Now on to some of Frans’ very young breeders, which are again setting the world alight with brilliant performance from massive birdages. The  748‘ who is bred by Leideman Brothers from  super couple Tip Top x Zeeuws Meisje,   is sire of 1st Maasiak 19,913b, 1st Lommel 2405b, 2nd 3rd Duffel 16,281, 4th Pommeral 12,026b, in 2009 he bred 1st and 2nd Hasselt 10,015b, 7th Gennep 11,075b, and 9th Boxtel  11,427b. The 452  is 100% Vredeveld down from Jonge Mickey, Boy and Queen and Kliene Dirk lines and has bred 1st Maaseik 19,913b 2nd and 3rd Duffel 16281b.  The 679 is again a very successful breeder, she is in fact g-dam to 2 1st Ace YB in the WOESRC 400 plus members and 1st Combine Fareham 4000 plus birds and 1st Open Combine Falaise, in Holland she has bred 1st Lommel 2405b, 3rd Pommeral 3078b and 4th Pommeral 12,026b.

One of the big things about Frans Zwols is the super champions that he has bred other fanciers, the 03-776  a gdr of Game Boy has bred winnen  1st and 2st Hasselt 10.015b,  1st  Heteren 4.238b 1st  Arras 1.414 b, 1st Arras 1.373,  1st Gennep 429b 2nd Duffel 18.613b  3rd Duffel 7.061b,  3rd NPO Arras 9,476 b, 4th NPO Pommeroeul 11,277 b 5th Lommel 12.266 and  8th National Morlincoourt 6.718 d. If that isnt enough this hen bred  Geert Munnik super hen Franske, she is one of the hottest breeders in holland and is dam of  Magic Queen’ 1st  Boxtel 2.273 d. – 2nd  Gennep 2.641 d. – 3rd  Gennep 1.834 d. – 5th Duffel 1.117 , Johnny Girl’ 2. Asduif  jonge duiven rayon 3 in 2007 – 1st  Duffel 1.117 d. – 7th  Arras 1.121 d. Beauty Girl’ 26. Nat. asduif jong The Best of the Best 2007 – 5th  Arras 1.121 d, 12th  Zutphen 3.005 d, Golden Girl’ 8x 1. prijs - 1. asduif natour 2008 - 1. asduif midfond 2007 – 1st Lessines 9.949 d. – 1st  Pommeroeul 1.466 d. – 1st  Pommeroeul 1.255 d. – 1st  Lessines 1.186 

Finally I must mention the 817 from 2000, a Leideman stock that produced the Super Blauwe 43 for Comb De Vries, this outstanding cock won 1e/6.650 d, 1e/5.404 d, 1e/1.057 d. 2e/1693 De Blauwe 43  was the beste midfondduif van Nederland en van West Europa 2007 in de West Europese Landen Cup. This attracted the attention of G Koopman who purchased the pigeon for 19,000 euro with immediate effect breeding 2nd Nat Arras in 2009 from 12,000 plus pigeons.

I must at this point say that I haven’t used the word Champion, as Frans never does, in fact the last 5 pigeons haven’t even got names, such is his modesty. However, I think you will agree the previous mentioned pigeons are truly magnificent. 

Current Ace Racers and Race Results
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It would be a waste of time and print to List all results and Ace pigeons in the loft of Frans Zwols as we have already mentioned Eagle Boy, the 3 Musketeers and Little Princess however I must Mention Amor, Amos, Atilla and Arvid. Amor is a true star he has 1st Boxtel 19,913b, 2nd Gennep 16,281b, Amos (brother of Amor) 3rd Duffel 16,281b, Atilla 3rd Nat Morlincort 10,441b and Arvid 1st Duffel 16,281b.

The results for 2009 have again been impressive, 1st, 3rd,6th, 9th, Duffel 19,476b, 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th, Hasselt 10,015b, 2nd Boxtel 11,887b, 5th, 6th, Arras 11,192b, and 10th NPO Pithiviers 7906b this is again right up there with the best and is only a highlight.
References

As I have mentioned, one of the most astonishing things about Frans Zwols is the sheer number of winners he has bred for other fanciers: 1e / 13.574 d. St Ghislain H.,  for  Gebr. Leideman, Hardenberg, 1e / 14.936 d.  Maaseik,  for Comb. de Vries, Klazienaveen, 1e / 14.956 d. St. Quentin, for  Klaas Talen, Meppel, 1e NPO / 20.119 d. Duffel, for B. Gossen & Zn. Gramsbergen. 1e / 4.127 d. Boxtel, for Geert Munnik, Noordbroek., 1e / 14.967 d. Strepy/Thieu, for Gebr. Leideman, Hardenberg, 1e / 12.091 d. Boxtel, for  Henk Schutte, Ommen. 1e / 1.544 d. Boxtel,  for Bert van der Leest, Zuidhorn. 2e NPO / 24.025 d. Hasselt,  for Henk Meijer, Coevorden. 2e en 8e NAT / 5.644 d. Morlincourt,  for E.J. Stuut & Zn. Oude Pekela, 1e / 3.840 d. Duffel,  for Ron van Rijn, Uitgeest (NH), 1e / 5.497 d Rayon C for Ron van Rijn, Uitgeest (NH), 1e / 2.494 d. Wijchen, for Edwin Schuiling ,Assen, 1e / 3.113 d. Wijchen, for Henk Veltink, Lutten. 1e NATIONAAL tegen 3.946 d. Morlincourt, for Henk Meijer, Coevorden, 1e/1.148 d. Arras, for  E.J.Stuut & Zn, Oude Pekela, 1e/1.557 d. Menen, from Otto Drent, Ees, 1e/15.541 d Heteren, 1e en 7e/3.196 d Zutphen .for  E.J. Stuut & Zn, Oude Pekela, 1e/12.265 d Lommel,from H. Luinge, Coevorden. I don’t many fancier who could produce a list like and whats really remarkable is this is since 2004.

My own tribute to Frans Zwols

I first came across the name Frans Zwols through Gert Munnik. I had been tracking the breeding performance of Franske and was interested in the bird’s breeding as I had always been a fan of Harm Vredevld. Obviously in my game it pays to be in the know about top pigeons and Franske had not only won outstanding races but had bred winners from the first nest. I knew she was from good stock as Harm Vredeveld was well known and documented at that point so the name Zwols went unnoticed, then within 24 hours I again saw the name Zwols on Pipa when I saw that he bred both parents of 1st Nat Morlincort for Henk Meijer. I had read that this 400 km yb National had been a real hard race so I at once looked into the breeding. What I found was astounding - big winner after big winner from only a few breeding pairs.

Frans’ results impressed me but when I saw what he had bred others I knew he was worth a visit. On my first visit I ordered 6 ybs, 1 pair from Eagle Boy, 1 pair from Musketeer 2 and 1 pair from Musketeer 3. They cost me a modest 150 euro each. Systematic of Frans honesty he delivered 5 ybs to my partner Raymond Moleveld saying that one youngster had died. How many continentals would have just chucked another in and took the money? These 5 pigeons have bred me better pigeons than I could ever imagine. I only bred 5 in 2007 and these won 4 x 1st plus 1st Ace YB WOESRC 400 members. That year 4 of those pigeons took the first 4 positions against 3000 plus pigeons. The following year as yearlings Little Blue won another 3 x 1sts and won bird of the year, plus a g-son of Eagle Boy won 2 x 1st. In the Ybs another 5 x 1st all won with 20 Frans Zwols ybs and again 1st Ace Yb WOESRC and 1st 3rd 4th 5th Combine Fareham 4000 birds and 1st Open WOESRC Falaise. In 2007 and they waded in with 7 x 1st, 38th 40th 58th Open CSCFC, 1st WOESRC Eastbourne (g-son of Musketeer 3) and for the 3rd time the 1st Ace YB in the WOESRC (provisional). I have never owned pigeons that are so easy to handle, so keen on homing to loft often in groups of the same breeding, and needless to say I am now a regular visitor to the Doctor from Gramsbergen. 

It is without doubt that Frans has produced a super team of pigeons that have given him much pleasure; he has also enjoyed the pleasure of producing to winners for many other fanciers in Holland and now the UK. He is a very honest and straightforward man who I’m very happy to call a friend.

 

