
 

GAVIN DUGGAN 
By NFC Press Officer Drew Callan 

More than just a pretty face! 

As a pigeon fancier I think it’s important to know who is doing what around you and it does no harm 

whatsoever to occasionally poke your head over your garden fence to see what’s occurring. This isn’t 

always possible during the sharp end of the season, but now with the moult over and the days being 

filled with a bit more light and warmth I have taken the opportunity to stand up and have a look 

about me at a few fanciers who have been tearing up a few trees this past few seasons. One such 

fancier is a gentleman by the name of Gavin Duggan who races to a location nestled in the eastern 

fringes of The Cotswolds in the picturesque market town of Chipping Campden. This is an area that 

owes it wealth and prosperity to the wool trade that flourished here from the 17thCentury onwards 

and today is firmly on the tourist trail. It is not however so well known as an ideal location for 

putting up top drawer performances at national and classic level, and that is because it is not an 

ideal location, but no one has bothered to mention this to Gavin and his birds, or if they have then it 

has been ignored. Like myself, Gavin is a strikingly handsome and witty Irishman who came to 

England because of his work and has remained here thanks to the love of a good woman and a 

temperate climate. Gavin came over from Ireland as his carpentry skills were needed to help a friend 

who was renovating an old pub, he clearly liked the work, the people and the beer as he has now 

well and truly settled in The Cotswolds having allowed himself to get married and he now has two 

young children. His time with the birds is limited, which makes his achievements all the more 

credible.  

 

Gavin holding one of his section winners. 



Gavin first got interested in pigeons back home in Ireland, were his mums uncle raced the birds and 

this caught the young mans attention. It was a simple task to acquire a few birds and Gavin was up 

and running in the sport. He cut his baby teeth racing in to Killyleagh on the County Down coast, in a 

strong club which sent big birdages to all races, whether it was inland or over the channel. Gavin had 

to hit the ground running as there was no margin for error competing in a club that was the size of 

Killyleagh, and it would have been a daunting environment where you would have to learn fast. 

Amongst the club members that the young and inexperienced Master Duggan had thrown his lot in 

with were household names such as the Walkingshaws and the all conquering Billy Parkes who was 

rewriting all sorts of records with his team of Busschaerts.  Gavin will be the first to admit he did not 

give these fanciers too many reasons to lose sleep, but was certainly learning the trade and made his 

presence felt on occasions. As with many of us, the pigeons slid down the list of priorities as Gavin 

grew up and life got in the way of successful pigeon racing.  

The birds fell by the wayside as he began working in the building industry and found other activities 

that made demands on his time. However, the bug never left him and once he was established in 

England he again started back up in pigeons in 2010. Such was his keenness, his first loft was an old 

converted wardrobe that he put at the bottom of his garden and this accommodated his first couple 

of pairs which were Jan Aardens from Louella. This showed the man’s true intent, as he wanted to 

compete at the distance and as such decided to have the right blood in place to start with. In the 

ensuing 5 years the outfit has expanded somewhat, with the garden now home to a smart, 

functional range of lofts that have all been home made by Gavin. The predominant method chosen is 

roundabout, but a small team of cocks are worked on widowhood to give Gavin more options on 

basketing night. This arrangement allows him to cover all bases and more importantly it allows him 

to race his hens, which is crucial for a loft to move forward and stay strong. All the birds are worked 

hard around the lofts pre-season and in the early club races to get them fit and keen before the 

national races come around. The birds housed are based on a range of distance birds, with a lot of 

them carrying the bloodlines of Dutch distance families, and they have been moulded in to a very 

definite type, cobby with a strong set of shoulders that taper down to a strong, broad back that 

could take a saddle. These birds are built right for the job they are being sent to do, and carry no 

more weight than is necessary - helpful when they have to get up the next morning and keep 

heading for home, and judging by the results that Gavin has strung together in a few short years 

they are definitely the right tools. To give an indication of the quality housed and the ability 

possessed by Gavin, he has topped the section on 3 occasions in the BICC, from Pau, Agen and 

Tours- fine performances into a less than helpful position. These performances are all the more 

credible when you consider that Agen and Pau were both international liberations so the birds had 

to break from massive birdage and fight their way home completely against the drag and often the 

wind. From Agen the section winner dropped in to his home loft in the soft, early morning light to 

give Gavin a real thrill, it makes you think how far away from home this game widowhood cock was 

on the night. When the loft was top of their section from Agen the bird also scored a very strong 11th 

Open BICC national and secured a top 1000 international place against 25,000 + birds. All these 

results are achieved from an entry that fits comfortably in one basket. 



 

The widowhood loft, light and airy. 

Gavin has developed a system that sees the birds getting a solid schooling at club and federation 

level, starting with the young bird team, in preparation for big questions being asked of them as 2 

year olds. The thinking that lies behind this is that you don’t send a boy to do a man’s job, so the 

birds are allowed to gain experience at federation level- allowing them to be sent to the nationals 

and internationals with confidence. The club programme is not dismissed as merely training 

opportunities, Gavin will look to compete in all races at all distances and he is a consistent club and 

federation flyer and a time you want to know on a Saturday. He enjoys regular success at club level, 

with the birds having the ability to get to the front from even the shorter inland race points. This 

approach has the end result of allowing the birds to gain experience and confidence with the 

minimal levels of stress, but with the understanding that the birds are expected to step up to the 

mark when they are entered in to national and international competition, as they are bred right and 

sent right. The simplest way to sum up Gavin’s approach to feeding is to say that he feeds the birds 

to reflect the demands being placed on them at different times of the year. He likes to keep them 

trim during the winter months and is not shy with the amounts of beans and barley the birds have in 

front of them. Things move up a gear when racing starts and this is reflected in how and what the 

race team is fed, with the rationale and focus always being to match the feed with what they need at 

any point in the season.  



 

The roundabout loft with attached aviary. 

It is clear that Gavin relies heavily on the quality of birds held in the loft, and alongside this he uses 

his natural stockmanship to ensure the birds are kept fit and healthy all year round. There is a 

confidence  that surrounds the fancier and the birds, underpinned by a knowledge that a strong 

team of reliable, capable birds has been put together in the few short years that Gavin has been 

back in the sport. He is a focused, driven fancier who will put in the necessary effort to compete at 

the highest levels of the sport in England. There is no doubt that his first love is distance racing, and 

to this end he runs the marking station at Evesham for the BICC and this little station has allowed a 

growing number of fanciers in the area to dip their toes in to national and international racing with 

good results. 

As Gavin turns his attention to the longer national race points such Tarbes, and to Barcelona and 

Marseilles on the international stage, he can take comfort from the start he has made to date and 

the team he has to play with. He has quietly and competently pursued a goal that many would have 

seen as foolish and he has made people sit up and take notice. Gavin would like to publicly thank 

Gary Carter for his unfaltering help and support, and the club members who selflessly give their time 

to help run the marking station – take a bow folks as without you the station could not run. 

Bogtrotter 

 

 



 


