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	HELP for HEROES

Open National Race from

FOUGERES (5064)




	As an ex member of Her Majesty’s forces back in March of this year I had an idea to organize a pigeon race in aid of the Help for Heroes charity the first step was to find a date in the race calendar which would not interfere with other organizations race program but also be of use to the fancy in the preparation of their birds for later races. The date eventually chosen was Saturday the 10th July and the race point Fougeres which would give fanciers a useful race in preparation for the Saintes NFC race. As secretary of the British Barcelona Club (BBC) the next step was to gain the approval of my committee to go ahead and organize the event which with no objections I duly commenced. The idea was enthusiastically endorsed by members of the Alliance of Specialist clubs who donated £500 to the prize fund as word spread another £200 was also donated to the prize fund by the Midlands National. With admin support and the use of their transporter, if required, offered by the Central Southern Classic Flying Club then everything was ready to proceed.   
Sponsorship started to appear firstly the BBC Chairman and convoyer Nigel Rigiani agreed to convoy the birds free of charge. Mysoft agreed to produce the customized membership and race result software which they provided with their normal efficient and friendly service. Matchstick lofts volunteered to supply the section winners each with a plaque, Steve Appleby gave free advice and Truckline agreed to provide free return passage to the race point which was a tremendous gesture especially when at this point we had no idea how many birds or transporters would be involved. 
We were fortunate that those responsible for running the BBC marking stations at Stevenage, Penkridge and Salisbury agreed to man the stations and as news spread of the race Tony Whitehurst volunteered to run an additional marking station at Hucknall and Paul Pym likewise at Kingsteignton which immediately made the race accessible to more RPRA members. 

With entries not due in until four days before the race contingency plans were in place to deal with all eventualities but as it turned out with 268 fanciers sending 2,161 birds the BBC transporter was capable of going it alone. The general consensus was that this was a marvelous entry – how often do you get in excess of 2000 birds for an open race?  
After pre preparation and delivery of baskets marking day arrived: the convoyer and driver were pre-positioned at Penkridge and marking commenced at 0800 hrs it was a long day for all concerned as the vehicle proceeded to Hucknall, on to Stevenage and finally arrived at Salisbury at 1915 hrs. In the meantime marking had also commenced at Kingsteignton and these birds were kindly delivered to Salisbury by Paul Pym and his assistant. Once loaded aboard the transporter then details of the journey to the racepoint are included in the convoyers report.

Race day for the secretary of any of the Classic or National clubs is a busy day. In my case the day started with getting news of liberation from the race controller and convoyer and then updating the lib line and website. After doing my own birds it was then onto the verification lines to take off the early Jersey verifications from which the provisional result can be commenced. In this case with the Jersey birds doing 1287 I quickly calculated the time to expect mainland birds and then went off to prepare for the return of my widowhood cocks by catching their hens and placing in the appropriate nest boxes. Then once again it was back to the liberation lines where more verifications were downloaded and included in the provisional result at this point I discovered that the early time on the mainland were faster than expected the velocity to beat was now a revised 1385 which was to the Wimborne lofts of Tony Cotterill and Ollie Richmond. Anna quickly calculated a revised ETA of 1050 and we went out at 1035 to wait just as well we went when we did as at 1039 our first bird arrived to record a velocity of 1452 was this good enough to win. I hoped not as it would be embarrassing to win a race that you had organized. Not to 

	worry fortunately my bacon was saved as late in the day the master himself Geoff Kirkland popped up and showed us all once again how to race pigeons. 

His first pigeon timed at 12:48 records a velocity of 1477 to win 1st Section and 1ST Open. This blue cock 86107 is an "ENGELS", bred from a son of the "Old Gambler" off Jason Hulse from Wolverhampton paired with a daughter of "Old 19" one of his base Engels producers.  He has sired many winners, including the cock who won ACE pigeon in the Midlands National.

 

As they were waiting for the pigeons, a Hobby Hawk came over their heads and started chasing the swallows, about one minute later, Geoff thought that he could see him coming back, but it was this cock with his wings folded back and diving for the loft.  When he heard all the swallows alarm calls, he flew around 5 or 6 times before trapping, so it was a good job that he was a bit clear in the race.

In Geoff’s words “Not a bad day’s racing” for he also timed two others at 12:59 and 13:00 to record 1436 and 1433 to also take 2nd and 3rd Section and 3rd and 4th Open. The 2nd bird is also a Blue Engels cross De Rauwe-Sablon number 09Z77014, he is grandson of "81" by number one Engels producer, who has bred 5 section winners and one open winner in Nationals. Crossed with a blue hen "De Rauwe-Sablon from his good friend Frank Tasker.
 

The third bird is also a blue cock 09N96119 he is a grandson of one of the best Geoff ever raced, THE SNAKE when paired to LADY ISOBEL, 1st Section 4th Open Mid Nat Bergerac 580 miles.  His Sire is "22" a direct Willie Thas from Frank Bristow.  He came as an egg direct from Thas.
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Geoff holding “Hero”
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Geoff holding Hero, 3rd and 4th, Isobel, 

Jack and Gus the dog

	These yearlings were racing ok, but seemed very green and not racing to the loft as though they meant it, so he decided to train them with a few 40 - 50 mile tosses and show the hens every time they went. After this they really started to race well, this training had switched them on!  He put this down to not having a lot of racing as young birds and lacking a bit of experience.  Anyway, all's well that ends well.

They have both agreed to name the cock "HERO" to honor the brave lads who this national race was organised for; we all owe them a lot.
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“All Most”

1st SW Section 2nd Open

For Crowley and Green


	Well as you can see with the strengthening wind the further they flew the faster they got and my dark chequer yearling cock “All Most” had to settle for 1st SW Section and 2nd Open. I can honestly say that this Maris x Soontjen cock handles better than any bird in my loft and he’s been like this all season. Up to now he had been flown on widowhood and had been sent fully pooled to one race because he handled so well. Needless to say he was nowhere. At the end of last season I thought he was from my distance family and had therefore given him a nest box in the distance team section. With these recently being paired for the longer races he was sent to this race sitting two four day old youngsters which obviously gave him the motivation he needed as he was the only paired pigeon sent and was timed 10 minutes in front of my first widowhood cock. He returned to find one youngster and has spent most of today (Sunday) covering this youngster if he continues to do so then he’s off to Bergerac on Tuesday with the CSCFC. Having looked at the pooling of Geoff’s winner “All Most “will win the Charity Nomination which was extremely well supported with 232 entries totaling £464. I have decided to donate my 50% won back to Help for Heroes.

	Another West Midlands loft who had a marvelous race was Mark and Tom Sarginson who timed two birds at 12:28 and 12:34 to record velocities of 1430 and 1408 quick enough to take 5th and 12th Open.

The first bird clocked was bred out of one of the late Brian Long birds a Dirk Serpers which unfortunately he never got to race these birds. This bird had 3 channel races as a young bird and won minor prizes, this was her 1st channel race this year.

The 2nd bird was bred by their good friend Dave Morrison of Hednesford from his Belgium stock this was its 3rd channel race and it had been in the clock
from every race. 
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Mark Sarginson 

	1st Northern Section and 6th open was Alan Partridge who only sent three and timed his three year old blue cock at 13:32 to record a velocity of 1426 no more detail at the time of going to print on this one but congratulations good flying Alan.
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	In 1st Southern Section and 7th Open we have Roger Lowe of Reading who supported this race by sending 25 birds, 20 were widowhood cocks and 5 were hens. He clocked a yearling cock at 10:43 to record a velocity of 1422. This lovely blue pied DEKLAK was bred from 2 direct Borgman Bros, he has been a consistent bird winning minor prizes in the Club and Fed and is fed on Versele -Laga corn, thank goodness for ETS clocking as Roger found him in the loft 15 minutes later as he was confused with several other birds arriving from various races at the same time.

Roger would like to thank Richard Green and the committee of the BBC for organising a Channel race at this distance at this time of year, hoping this will be an annual event, because it is ideal for preparation for the Saints National in 2 weeks time which will be his next race
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	Taking 2nd SW Section and 8thOpen are the extremely successful Swindon partnership of Ernie Smith and Darren Baker. I suppose successful is an understatement as there’s not a lot that they have not won and whether competing in the CSCFC the BBC or the NFC as competitors we all want to know their time. Once again like Roger Lowe here we have fanciers sending a team of 25 which no doubt once again are having their final race before being entered in the Saintes National and as usual they are sure to be a force to be reckoned with.
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	In 2nd Southern Section and 9th Open we have Johnny Haynes of Maidenhead another fancier who turned out his team of 25 to support the Help for Heroes charity in this case sending 15 cocks and 10 hens with a cock coming to the fore to be timed at 10:47 and record a velocity of 1413. Details are very brief here as no doubt like me and many other fanciers we have all been concentrating on the Tarbes National with the NFC last night and this morning as I write this report.  Also details are scarce for 1st Section and 10th Open for the Jim Shaw & Son up in Derbyshire who timed their two year old grizzle cock at 13:27 to record a velocity of 1410.
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Brian Milkins
	Taking 3rd SW Section and 11th Open is that well known Bristol fancier Brian Milkins who clocks a chequer white flight roundabout hen at 10:51 to record a velocity of 1410.
Once again we had a good turnout from the hotbed of Bristol with Brian leaving other top fanciers many of whom are household names in his wake.

This yearling hen is obviously a quality bird which Brian will expect to do damage in future years as she had already previously been timed to take 3rd Section and 32nd Open from St Malo with the NFC earlier in the season.
The sire is a an ex race cock and is a Pros Roosens x Van Brabent  and is a sire of winners .The dam is a Busschaert which was bred by the late Mike Oakley who was a close friend of Brian’s.  



	In 13th Open timing a yearling cock at 10:41 to record 1407 we have Geoff and Catherine Cooper who have been unable to supply me with any details not surprising really as they are obviously overwhelmed by their terrific performance in the Tarbes National taking the first three in Section G absolutely brilliant.
On the same velocity in 14th open were Mr and Mrs Nagington who timed their handsome yearling dark chequer cock (opposite) at 13:04. This Kellen x Janssen / VDB has raced extremely well this year winning a 4th Club from Fougeres and also was 8th in the Bass Charington Yearling Classic from Messac – one to watch in the future no doubt.
 
Quite an amazing performance this by Mr and Mrs Naginton as they only sent two yearlings and they had their second bird in the clock 11 minutes later to record a velocity of 1371 – way to go.
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	Taking 1st London Region and 22nd Open is another well known fancier Ron Ball of Northchurch who timed his yearling chequer cock at 11:15 to record a velocity of 1396. This Lambrecht cock was a summer bred youngster bred by Mark Evans of West Midlands. Not raced as young bird but only trained up to 50 miles this year he was paired up on the 26th January and allowed to rear one youngster before being placed on widowhood on the 15th of February. He was trained up to 35 miles then had two inland training races from Poole before going over the channel to Vire with the BBC followed by St.Malo, Messac and Poitiers with the NFC. He came well in these races without making the result but was paired up for this race and sent sitting 10 days which obviously gave him the extra motivation.


	Thanks to the efforts of Paul Pym we had good support from the Devon and Cornwall region and it was the Exeter fancier Graham Wilson leading the way timing at 10:52 to record a velocity of 1223 to take 1st DC Section and 131st Open.
Graham clocked a blue chequer cock raced on the natural system bred from gifted birds from his good friend Roy Fox of Exeter. Ironically it was a last minute decision to enter the bird into the race and an excellent decision as it turned out.
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	Well with no more details to record can I thank you all for supporting our Armed Forces by entering this race I will be providing a report on the amount raised for the Help for Heroes charity and hopefully have the final result published in next week’s magazine. Must go now as I need to time my second bird from Tarbes – hopefully.


