
 

 

NEWS FROM SCOTLAND 

By Joe Murphy 
 

Received news from my dear friend John 

Tyerman informing me that his myeloma 

has returned after 4 years in remission. 

Obviously his wife Linda and the family are 

quite upset at this news. This update has 

knocked all their plans for racing and 

intended house move on the head, but they 

will wait and see how John’s treatment 

transpires. Like most of us John has far too 

many pigeons for Linda to cope with so he 

has split the pairings up and got rid of eggs 

etc. and will fly them spare. John has 

promised to keep me posted on how things 

work out and I know many fanciers will wish 

him all the best for the future and the 

family will be remembered in our daily 

prayers.  

Did You Help? 

Received a phone call from Jim McCourt of 

Motherwell who informed me that in last 

year’s SNFC race from Alencon he was 3 

pigeons missing and never thought he 

would see them again. Low and behold a 

blue chequer hen ring number SU12L3373 

returned home on 13th of March on 

examination she did not have her rubber 

bands on and her neck feathers were like a 

frill. Jim thinks that she may have been 

badly injured and could have been handed 

into a fancier who has stitched her up. They 

have obviously waited until the bird was in 

better health and released her and Jim is 

glad to have her home. If you were the 

person who looked after this bird Jim would 

like to personally thank you and would 

appreciate a call on 01698 253743.  

Fauldhouse Got Talent 

Received a letter from my old friend Eddie 

Callaghan of Fauldhouse informing me of 

the presentation of a cheque to the value of 

£800 to the local OAP group in the village 

Eddie presented this to Christine Cook the 

chairperson of the local OAPs’ group and 

this now brings the total donated so far to 

£30.000. Eddie has had the pleasure over 

the last 35 years in presenting this group 

with the cheque.  

 

Eddie Callaghan, presenting cheque to Christine 

Cook 

The community generate the money from a 

talent show run in the local Miner’s Club 

with the attendance of over 300 people at 

the last show. In the last 6 years they have 



 

 

had 3 singers reach heights that countless 

thousands of singers will never achieve. 

Andrew Muir (Eddie’s grandson) reached 

the final of Britain’s Got Talent and was also 

in the last 18 in the Australian X Factor 

show. Page Turley reached the semi-final of 

Britain’s Got Talent 2 places away from the 

final and Gary Greig reached the Boot Camp 

in X Factor so you can see there is no 

shortage of talent in the Fauldhouse area. 

Knowing Eddie he will be looking to unearth 

another diamond in this local talent contest 

and well done to all who support this great 

adventure. Last but not least a special 

‘THANK YOU ‘ to Eddie for his tireless work 

in achieving so much for others in the 

village well done mate. 

Good SNFC Birds 

This week I highlight 3 very good pigeons 

that have won 3 times in the SNFC however 

still have to win a section prize to achieve a 

Silver Award. I start with a Fifer in Thomas 

Ronny Stevenson of Leven with his chequer 

hen SU10F 8001 in 2013 she won 54th 

section C 121st open Clermont flying 524 

miles. Then in 2014 she won 62nd section C 

244th open Buckingham flying 301 miles 

she was then sent to Clermont in the same 

year and won 37th section C but failed to 

make the open result we wish Ron all the 

best and hope she achieves her section 

prize from the channel in 2015.  

The second pigeon belongs to S Reap of 

Eyemouth with his blue bar cock 

NEHU2009BOR 2723 he won 73rd section B 

195th open from Maidstone flying 340 

miles in 2013 he then competed a few 

weeks later in the Clermont race and won 

8th section B 38th open flying 487 miles. 

Last year 2014 he just about pulled of his 

greatest feat by winning the national when 

he was 1st section B 2nd open from the 

Ypres race point flying 403 miles however 

he was beaten by ‘The Bird of the Year’ in 

Scotland when ‘Poppy’ raced by Maskame 

& Mackie of Peterhead won the top award 

flying 498 miles and won with a velocity of 

27 ypm. However Mr Reap’s blue cock has 

only one section prize to obtain to achieve 

his Silver Award so good luck to him.  

The third pigeon is raced by Brian Donnelly 

of Dundee with his chequer cock SU09DF 

887. This cock has flown the channel 3 

times twice in 2013 when he won 11th 

section C 31st open from Clermont flying 

541 miles he was then sent to the Gold Cup 

race from Alencon in the same season and 

won 99th open flying 570 miles however he 

never obtained a section prize (which is 

required for a Silver Award). Then last year 

2014 he was sent to the longest race in the 

SNFC calendar from Ancenis a distance of 

634 miles to his Dundee loft and he won 4th 

section C 28th open so I hope you will agree 

a very special pigeon and we wish Brian all 

the best in gaining his goal of a Silver Award 

in 2015.   

Tracking Racing Pigeons 

Continuing with Mike Strano email from last 

week he pronounces: Location, Location, 

Location- Even in Pigeon Racing position is 

everything! When winners are not winners!  

Discussion Paper: 

I suggest the following: - There is not one 

pigeon either flying on its own or in a flock 

that flies in a direct surveyed straight line 

back to its loft. Yet this is the calculation 

that determines the placing’s in a pigeon 

race? I suspect that this calculation has not 

changed since its inception over 150 years 

ago. I suggest that the system that is 

predominantly used today was developed 

when a club was in a comparatively small 

village or locational environment where 



 

 

lofts were located within an approximately 

1 to 2 kilometre diameter geographical 

location and not separated by the distances 

that are evident in many pigeon clubs, 

combines and federations in Australia today.  

In fact as the participating members 

continue to decline clubs are forming 

combines and federations that are covering 

increasingly larger areas which are only 

further adding to the problem that loft 

location has if lofts are away from the line 

of flight of the predominant returning 

racing flock. Back then as now we had to 

start with something. Why is a more 

inclusive and equitable system of 

calculating pigeon race results not yet been 

achieved and adopted with all that is now 

known regarding the influence of loft 

location, weather conditions, the influence 

of various terrain categories and the path of 

travel and influence of the racing flock. 

When the original system of calculating race 

results was first decided and implemented 

approximately 150 years ago there was 

probably no way of knowing at the time just 

how good the system would be or not be. 

Predominantly human kind’s achievements 

are developed empirically from actual 

experience and observation with 

adjustments and changes made when 

practical application identifies any 

deficiencies or errors in previous practice 

versions that can be improved upon for the 

benefit of all. This has not been applied to 

the pigeon racing calculation and yet there 

is ample evidence now to seriously justify a 

fresh look at the way races are calculated 

and we certainly now have the GPS tracking 

technology to make the calculator much 

more accurate and responsive to the 

variable race conditions including factoring 

in for loft location in relation to the weather 

conditions and the race programs itinerary. 

There is now a way to actually track the 

racing flocks actual path of travel (GPS) 

although I do not know how much this 

would cost for a club to implement. This 

knowledge would seem crucial to 

redesigning the racing calculator for the 

benefit of all participants and to achieve a 

far more equitable racing calculator. Most 

other types of sport and competitive 

activities all have various handicapping 

systems to make the activity vastly more 

competitively fair and interesting for the 

participants and the spectators. In fact due 

to the money involved many sports have 

implemented changes just for the 

spectators benefit as it is the spectators 

who are funding the sport. Ultimately no 

one is really benefiting from the current 

methodology for calculating race results. 

The fanciers in good “locations” are fooling 

themselves if they think that the reason for 

their consistently placing in races has more 

to do with their pigeons and management 

than it has to do with “location” for a given 

race program. Location could well account 

for approximately 80% of the reason for a 

well located lofts success. How many club 

members come and go due to an 

inequitable racing calculator? I suggest that 

those that are left in the clubs or last the 

longest are in the better locations and are 

also getting the most reward in the racing. 

These days I have no doubt that every loft 

has good pigeons and this is in part due to 

the steadily diminishing number of fanciers 

who are able to provide for free or sell their 

pigeons to new starters. The gene pool has 

been developed for 150 years and with far 

less pigeons now than there used to be. The 

ones that are left must be the very best. 

After all these pigeons are all coming from 

the remaining competitive lofts? There is 

also an accumulated body of knowledge 



 

 

held in books and DVDs that has helped to 

demystify the breeding, management and 

racing of pigeons so a lack of actual 

knowledge to inform current circumstances 

and conditions of racing are now reasonably 

well known by most participants. I suggest 

that the present system / calculator based 

on straight line of flight is now causing the 

death of this sport. What club advises its 

new members regarding the known and 

obvious issue of loft location in relation to 

the prevailing weather conditions influence 

on any particular race itinerary? Probably 

none do, they just take the persons money 

and hope they never wake up to the 

inequities that have been identified and are 

known to exist. Inequities that can be 

largely eliminated if anyone was serious 

about a fair and equitable pigeon racing 

calculator. For most clubs and their 

members it is all about the fun of 

competitive racing and any prizes involved 

are not going to be life changing, in fact 

most of us would probably be happy to 

occasionally get a small token card for a 

place. So when this personal enjoyment is 

so much the case why do we cling to an 

outdated racing calculator? Isn’t one of our 

fundamental social and cultural values the 

concept of a fair go? We now have laws, 

acts and regulations that are enforcing 

equity, and anti-discrimination in our daily 

lives, work and social interactions. It would 

seem that the pigeon racing fraternity in 

approximately 150 years has not kept up 

with advances in the thinking and approach 

to equity issues yet? An equitable calculator 

will drive competition and place more 

pressure to focus on breeding and 

management.  

Good loft location does not necessarily 

drive the breeding and management of 

these lofts as the advantage their position 

provides can lead to complacency, the real 

pressure at present is on the lofts in the 

poorer locations to fine tune breeding and 

management methodologies. However 

when good fanciers armed with their 

knowledge of the benefits of loft location 

place themselves in the line of flight then 

they can and often do dominate a clubs 

results. The stories and examples of fanciers 

who have relocated to improve their results 

are consistently evident. An equitable 

calculator would seriously stimulate the 

interest in all aspects of breeding, 

management and racing for every person 

involved and might even lead to an uptake 

in membership if properly promoted. 

Fanciers that are fully aware of the benefits 

of loft location cannot be blamed if they 

have the opportunity to place themselves in 

an advantageous position. This strategy is 

driven by an inequitable racing calculator 

and only illustrates just how much the 

present system is failing so many club 

members who are not located or cannot 

afford to locate themselves in 

advantageous locations. Any clubs survival 

depends on each and every member getting 

a proportion of enjoyment and satisfaction 

from racing their pigeons. An inequitable 

system that does not underpin this 

fundamental principle effects the growth 

and or the decline of a club. There are 

enough challenges to racing pigeons 

without having to contend with a racing 

calculator that immediately handicaps lofts 

in poor locations. Solutions are easy and 

simple to develop, achieve and apply 

without changing any plant or equipment 

that is currently being used. A solution will 

be extremely easy to implement and at 

virtually no cost to anyone other than those 

that are currently benefiting from an unfair 

and inequitable outdated system. There 



 

 

would be no cost to making this long 

overdue and fundamental change that is 

required in the sport of pigeon racing. And 

no one is trying to swing the handicap to 

favour themselves; this change is required 

to simply provide a much fairer and 

equitable system to give pigeon racing 

credibility and longevity today and into the 

future. Under present conditions lofts that 

are not in or near the line of flight are the 

ones with the handicap.  

Many fanciers are turning to one loft races 

in an attempt to compete in a fair and 

equitable system, I suggest that this is 

simply a distraction resulting from 

disappointment due to a lack of fairness 

evident with the present method of 

calculating race results and driven by an 

inequitable calculator that could provide 

the same much fairer outcomes in a club, 

combine or federation racing environment 

without having to resort to one loft races. 

One loft racing is also not affordable for 

everyone. Even at club, combine and 

federation level due to diminished 

membership the costs are becoming 

increasingly onerous and difficult for the 

remaining participants. Fanciers are 

entering one loft races simply to find 

fairness and equity in the field of play. I 

suggest that one loft racing is also not a 

serious answer to the survival of this sport 

due to the costs involved. This sport relies 

on clubs not one loft races and it is the 

survival and hopefully growth of the clubs 

that will ensure the future of this sport. I 

suggest that the racing calculator must 

change to have any chance at all of 

improving the credibility of this sport. To do 

nothing is not an answer and will only 

continue pigeon racing’s slide into obscurity 

which is occurring to pigeon racing in a vast 

number of locations across the western 

world. The legacy of those who will not 

attempt change in order to at least try to 

improve the system for all will be the death 

of pigeon racing in its present format. This 

topic can be expanded much further to 

cover in more detail various factors that are 

involved in this issue. Come on, let’s have a 

system that promotes and provides a “fair 

go” for everyone. If pigeon fanciers 

genuinely want this sport to survive then 

the time to act is right now, this cannot be 

put off any longer. Prepared by, Mike 

Strano  [mail to:dmstrano@bigpond.com]  

Feel free to contact me for further details 

and to discuss the formula that I have not 

published. Barry Trewin 

malleeclassic@bigpond.com  

Joe’s Joke 

Paddy's pregnant sister was in a terrible car 

accident and was put into a deep coma in 

hospital. After nearly six months, she woke 

up and saw that she was no longer 

pregnant, frantically she asked the doctor 

about her baby. The doctor replied, "You 

had twins, a boy and a girl and both babies 

are fine. However they were poorly at birth 

and had to be christened immediately, so 

your brother Paddy came in and named 

them." The woman thought to herself, "Oh 

suffering Lord, no, not me brother. He's a 

clueless idiot and expecting the worst, she 

asked the doctor, "Well, what's my 

daughter's name?’. ‘Denise’ said the doctor. 

The new mother was somewhat relieved 

and thought to herself, 'Wow, that's a really 

beautiful name: I guess I was wrong about 

my brother, I really like Denise.' then she 

asked, "What's the boy's name?" The 

doctor replied, "Denephew." 

Please continue to keep the news flowing; 

to Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 

Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 
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