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So the season reached its halfway point 

with the Ancenis National. The racepoint 

has proved to be very successful for flyers in 

and around this area over the last few years 

so hopes were high for another National 

win for the local area and fingers crossed it 

would come to a member of the 

Continental Club. 

The race itself was scheduled for the first 

weekend of July, stifling temperatures 

caused some concern for fanciers but again 

I re-iterate what wonderful conditions these 

birds get to travel in. I would go as far to say 

that on weekends like this one your birds 

are likely to be better off having two nights 

in the basket and a 400 mile fly with 

organisations like the MNFC, and the 

excellent transport that they provide, as 

opposed to a one-nighter with a local 

federation, who with all the will in the 

world don't usually have the financial punch 

of the bigger organisations to allow the 

birds to travel in such regal fashion! Despite 

the warm weather the send was terrific, 14 

out of the 16 members in the Continental 

Club entered birds along with over 600 

other fanciers and the figure of 5,600 is 

something the MNFC should be very proud 

of. The birds were liberated at 7:15am on 

the Saturday with good visibility right along 

the line of flight and the velocities show 

that the leading birds had a really good run 

into the middle of country. 

It was really no surprise to me to see Mick 

Lennon claim top spot in the Continental 

Club once again, adding another top 10 

Open position for good measure! This 4 

year old cock is a real champion across the 

middle distance races, having previously 

scored a 3rd Section position from Fougeres 

and a 2nd Section from Vire. This time he 

went one better with 1st Section and 1st 

Leicester Continental Club. It's another 

pigeon from Mick's Roger Maris lines, these 



LEICESTER CONTINENTAL CLUB 
 

 

are proving to be a real gold mine for Mick 

at the minute and I am sure he is hoping it 

will continue for many years to come! Close 

behind Mick is John Murphy with a 2013 

cock that has been to all the MNFC races so 

far this year. Having returned to the sport 

just a few short years ago Chris Watts is 

really starting to make a name for himself in 

National racing and he takes the 3rd 

position, just ahead of another Chris, this 

time Chris Sutton, who continues his rich 

vein of form. 

It was pleasing to see Derek Leitch get up 

into 5th place, I was surprised to see Derek 

had not quite hit the heights of previous 

years in the first two Nationals but maybe 

Derek is peaking at the right time with the 

Vire and Bordeaux double header just 

around the corner. Derek also clocked his 

2nd bird to be 10th in the Continental Club. 

2 hens racing to the High Cross loft of 

Johnny Gilbert were clocked fairly close 

together to claim 6th and 7th places 

respectively, and then it was back to the 

Murphy residence for 8th place. Continuing 

to fly the flag for South Leicestershire and 

the South East section is the Gateley 

partnership, always there or thereabouts, in 

9th spot this time. 

The Single Bird Nomination race followed a 

very similar pattern with Mick Lennon 

clocking his second bird from 16 as his 

Nominated entry to claim the victory and 

complete the Straight Race and Nomination 

Race double! Racing up behind was Jerry 

Wright with John Murphy in 3rd place 

rounding off an excellent race for John. Rob 

Glover clocked a  bird from North of the 

border, carrying a Scottish ring, to sneak 

into 4th place in the Single Bird and the only 

other Single Bird clocked was to Mick 

Beadle and Daughter over at Melton. So a 1, 

2, 3, 4 in the Single Bird for the Southern 

members of the club, us lads up this end 

and further North best pull our socks up for 

the double header! 

As has become customary now please see 

below current prize money and league table 

standings for the Continental Club. Can 

anybody stop the Nuneaton juggernaut that 

is Mick Lennon from claiming the Super 

League trophy once again? It is looking 

ominous after just 3 races but with massive 

point in offer at Bordeaux and Vire the tide 

can quickly turn. 

Results tables appear on the following page. 
That's all for now, please remember that 
photos and information really do help me 
with these reports so get in touch the day 
after the race and I can arrange to come 
and get some photos done to give the birds 
and the fanciers the limelight that they 
deserve for their excellent performances. 
 
John Ghent 
johnghent@me.com  
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Member Total 

Mick Lennon £107 

John Gilbert £80 

Chris Sutton £75 

Mr and Mrs Jerry 
Wright 

£68 

Rob Glover £65 

John Murphy £65 

Chris Watts £59 

J & T Gateley £48 

Crossley and 
Truszowski 

£39 

D & J Leitch £32 

Ewart Bros £20 

Mick Lovell £7 

Sturgess, Son and 
Grandson 

£0 

Gary Marsh £0 

John Ghent £0 

Mick Beadle & 
Daughter 

£0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Member Total 

1 Mick Lennon 715 

2 John Gilbert 667 

3 John Murphy 572 

4 Rob Glover 561 

5 J & T Gateley 548 

6 Chris Ward 491 

7 Mr and Mrs 
Jerry Wright 

471 

8 Chris Sutton 460 

9 D & J Leitch 397 

10 Crossley and 
Truszowski 

375 

11 Ewart Bros 239 

12 Sturgess, Son 
and Grandson 

201 

13 Mick Lovell 148 

14 Gary Marsh 124 

15 Mick Beadle 
& Daughter 

80 

16 John Ghent 28 
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