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Leicester Continental Club Carentan Report 

What a strange weekend of racing we had 

for the Fougeres National. At marking day I 

was over at Raunds as opposed to 

Atherstone as I had sent some birds with 

the BICC to Poitiers so after seeing the guys 

and girls at Russell and Clare Bradford's 

house, it was over to the football club at 

Raunds to get the MNFC birds marked with 

Gaz Marsh my travelling buddy! 

We discussed possible liberation days and 

times with several fanciers such as Jerry 

Wright and the general consensus on 

liberation was...nobody had a clue what 

was going to happen! The weather in the 

top two thirds of the MNFC region did not 

look good for Saturday and it turned out to 

be a funny old day. News came through 

that a holdover had been called and Sunday 

didn't look much better, so I don't think any 

fancier was expecting to hear anything on 

the Sunday. I am sure there were a few 

phone calls already being made to arrange 

time off on Monday and no doubt like 

myself verification was going to be a 

struggle for many. 

News then started to filter through that the 

birds had been moved to Carentan to try 

and ensure a liberation for Monday. From 

what I could make out there were a few 

fanciers confused with this decision but 

once the birds are in the crates, you have to 

trust these large organisations as the birds 

do come back in A1 condition. 

Unfortunately, Monday again proved a no-

go, so a holdover was again called and 

eventually the birds were liberated on 

Tuesday morning. 

We now know that the South Centre 

Section had an absolute stormer with Open 

positions being peppered by members from 

around Warwickshire, Leicestershire and its 
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borders. Living in the middle of the country 

does have its advantages sometimes! As for 

the Continental Club, the victory went to 

John Gilbert of High Cross with a yearling 

hen flown on the natural system doing 1419. 

His club mate, and victor in Carentan 1, 

Mick Lennon, continued his good form 

taking 2nd club with a 3 year old cock raced 

on Mick's tried and trusted widowhood 

method.  

 

Jerry Wright, 3rd place Leicester Continental 

Club Carentan 2 

Jerry Wright was just 1 yard behind Mick in 

3rd place and pipped Chris Sutton on 

decimal into 4th. Chris followed that up with 

another pigeon to also take 5th place. The 

next two positions went to the Siamese 

twins. The reason I say this is that they 

seem inseparable at the minute, always 

finishing within just a few yards of each 

other in the open result and also the 

Continental Club. Crossley and Truszowski 

in 6th place on 1375 YPM and the Gateley 

partnership on 1372 YPM. The final three 

places in the top 10 were claimed by the 

second birds of John Gilbert, Mick Lennon 

and the Gateleys. 

On to the Single Bird Nomination now and 

just 3 members from the 15 sent failed to 

clock, but taking top honours in his first 

race of the season to round off an excellent 

day is Chris Sutton, so two in the top 10 and 

victory in the Single Bird - well done Chris!  

 

Chris Sutton, 1st Single Bird Nomination 

Carentan 2 along with National Winning Roger 

Lowe 

The other 3 members didn't make the top 

10 but secured prize money here instead, 

showing how open the club is for members 

to grab some of the limelight. John Murphy 

in 2nd with one of his trusted 4 year old 

Channel performers and Rob Glover 

replicated that with a 4 year old to take 3rd 

place in the Nomination. Grabbing the final 

Single Bird Nomination spot is a great 

supporter of the club and that's Mick Lovell, 

flying a yearling hen who had been coming 

really well in the Monsell FC. Not bad work 

Mick flying to what has to be the worst 

drop and smallest garden of any fancier in 

Leicester! 

So there we have it, the League Points and a 

Prize money are updated below. Keep your 

eyes peeled for the Ancenis result to be 

published in the next few days to get 

everything tidied up before Bordeaux and 

Vire. 

League Table thus far and details of Prize 

Money won appear on the next page. 
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League Table after Carentan 2 

 Member name Total 

1 Mick Lennon 432 

2 John Gilbert 384 

3 Rob Glover 376 

4 Mr and Mrs Jerry 
Wright 

356 

5 J & T Gateley 328 

6 Chris Watts 292 

7 Crossley and 
Truszowski 

288 

8 John Murphy 268 

9 Chris Sutton 212 

10 Ewart Bros 208 

11 Mick Lovell 148 

12 D & J Leitch 128 

13 Gary Marsh 124 

14 Sturgess, Son and 
Grandson 

100 

15 John Ghent 28 

16 Mick Beadle & 
Daughter 

0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prize money after Carentan 2 

Member name Total 

Mick Lennon £64 

Chris Sutton £59 

Rob Glover £58 

Mr and Mrs Jerry Wright £48 

John Gilbert £48 

Chris Watts £43 

Crossley and Truszowski £39 

J & T Gateley £32 

Ewart Bros £20 

John Murphy £20 

Mick Lovell £7 

D & J Leitch £0 

Sturgess, Son and 
Grandson 

£0 

Gary Marsh £0 

John Ghent £0 

Mick Beadle & Daughter £0 
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