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Well, where has Summer disappeared to? In 

the run up to probably the biggest weekend 

of the year for South Road racing into the 

UK we could see that it promised to be a 

testing weekend. With the Tarbes Grand 

National being liberated on the Friday and 

the MNFC birds at Vire and Bordeaux 

scheduled to be up on Saturday as well 

Saintes in the NMCC, it was going to be a 

fantastic weekend for the long distance 

enthusiast, despite the North West winds 

and the sporadic rain that was forecast. 

Vire 

At approximately 260 miles to the centre of 

the Leicester Continental Club radius, the 

Vire race at the end of July has proven 

popular with sprint/middle distance men 

and also for fanciers that want to get some 

channel experience under the bests of the 

yearlings in their teams. In theory the 

better weather towards the end of July was 

always a draw but obviously this race was 

going to be all the more testing than normal. 

So how has the Provisional result finished 

up? As sure as night follows day and 

Christmas is in December, one thing you 

can guarantee in MNFC racing is that the 

name of Mick Lennon will be there or 

thereabouts come clock striking! Vire is no 

different with Mick clocking a 4 year old 

cock to record 1181 YPM and secure yet 

another victory in the Leicester Continental 

Club, according to the provisionals. 

Currently in 2nd place are the Gateley 

partnership from the South East section on 

1157, just edging out John Murphy on 1155. 

Having sent just 2 pigeons to Vire, Chris 

Watts continues to knock on the door doing 

1137 and grabbing 4th Provisional. Right 

over towards Melton for Mick Beadle and 

Daughter to take 5th on 1131 and after a 

frustrating season for one reason or 

another in the MNFC it is good to see Mick 
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up there pushing the other members at the 

top of the sheet. Derek Leitch follows up his 

Ancenis performance with another one in 

the mix on 1119 and John Gilbert clocked a 

yearling not far behind on 1106 to take 7th 

provisional, just two yards ahead of his 

close neighbour Jerry Wright who is in 8th. 

Back over to Melton now and the South 

East section once again for Crossley and 

Truszowski, yet another placing in the 

Provisional top 10 for the fairly new 

partnership, surely a pairing to watch in the 

years to come. Finally, sneaking into the top 

10 is the consistent Rob Glover of Earl 

Shilton, with a pigeon recording 1048. 

So, a challenging race from less than 300 

miles, this certainly indicated that Bordeaux 

would not be straight forward and day birds 

were unlikely, but the early liberation had 

given the birds every chance so it was just a 

case if sitting, waiting, and checking the 

Provisional times to see if anything popped 

up flying to a Continental Club member. 

Well we weren't disappointed! 

Bordeaux 

After last year’s real humdinger from 

Bordeaux when only Ewart Brothers and 

John Murphy managed to clock in race time, 

it was hoped that a few more fanciers in the 

Continental Club could make their mark on 

the Blue Riband event for the Midlands 

National Flying Club and the Leicester 

Continental Club. The tough race from Vire 

gave an indication of what was to come 

from the 530 mile racepoint of the West 

coast of France. After checking and 

checking the Provisional times online I was 

overjoyed when I saw John Murphy's name 

crop up with a pigeon timed at 8:51pm!  

 

John Murphy, with his two day-birds from 

Bordeaux, and grandson, Dominic. (These birds 

look likely to be 1st and 2nd Leicester Continental 

Club Bordeaux 2015.) 

This has put him Provisional 1st place 

Leicester Continental Club, 4th Section and 

10th Open in the main event. John also let 

me know via text that he has one in at 

around 9:10pm giving him two birds on the 

day, the only two birds on the day to 

Continental Club members. It's a superb 

performance John, very well done. It was 

the following morning before the next birds 

were clocked and in 2nd, 3rd and 4th 

Provisionals we have Derek Leitch, Jerry 

Wright and Chris Sutton.  These flyers are 

also 7th, 8th and 9th in the South Centre 

Section. The two remaining fanciers who 

clocked birds from the Bordeaux race are 

Mick Lennon and Rob Glover who clocked in 

the middle of the morning on Sunday to 

also secure positions in the top 15 of the 

South Centre Section. The strength of the 

Leicester Continental Club is truly 

remarkable and I would argue it has got to 

be one of the strongest duplication clubs 

that runs alongside the MNFC with 6 out of 

the first 15 positions in the Section going to 

Continental Club members from Bordeaux 

and numerous Section winners and 

National winners amongst its ranks, we are 

already thinking about next season and how 

to make the club stronger and to appeal to 

more fanciers. If you are interested in 
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getting involved for 2016 or have some 

ideas on how we could tweak the club to 

appeal to more fanciers and maybe even 

appeal more to yourself then just drop me a 

line and we can have a chat about it. 

So there we have the Provisional report and 

the old bird season is nearly at an end, just 

need to confirm the final result and then it's 

on to the final two races of the season in 

the young bird season. Who will be on top 

of the Super League going into the young 

bird season? You'll have to wait and see the 

final report over the next two weeks! Finally, 

unfortunately some fanciers failed to get 

the Single Bird Nominations in to me for 

Vire and Bordeaux, please do your best to 

get them into me as early as possible for 

the young bird races, you all have my phone 

number! 

John Ghent 

Secretary and Press Officer for Leicester 

Continental Club 

johnghent@me.com 

07510 866515  
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