
 

 

DEREK WOODWARD 

By Les Parkinson 
 

I am just looking at a few fanciers who were 

major winners last year and a refresher on 

their performances and their birds as the 

new season starts. In the 2014 season 

Derek Woodward was once again a top 

winner with many firsts etc being added to 

the ever growing list that he has 

accumulated over the years. The Golden 

Pair are no longer a stock pair so what does 

Derek have in store for the local fanciers 

now, are the new introduction of the “Lucky 

Luke” grizzles going to keep the flag flying?  

Derek does of course have the winning 

children of his top pair who are racing and 

breeding winners so that line is far from 

finished. When anyone is writing they do 

pause and think about what they are doing 

and it crossed my mind that I have known 

Derek & Marjorie for many years. I suppose 

it is also a fact that the great success Derek 

has achieved could be partly down to me 

because it was through a visit here that 

Derek became good friends with Peter Fox 

from Syndicate lofts. Since that introduction 

Derek has won hundreds of firsts with his 

Syndicate-based family and has no doubt 

had many good conversations with Peter. 

That was in 2002 and since then Derek has 

always brought the pigeons in from his now 

very good friend Peter Fox of Syndicate 

Lofts’ fame.  

The first pigeons brought in were the lines 

Gaby Vandenabeele lines and that has been 

the base that Derek has used. However 

there have always been other odd pigeons 

from top class winning lines that have been 

crossed into those Gaby lines by Peter. In 

2002 there were 6prs collected from Peter 

but a short time later Derek had a break in 

and the pigeons stolen. For the next two 

years Derek had a great deal of help from 

Peter with more pigeons leaving Bangor for 

the “Wincham Jets Lofts” at Northwich. 

The biggest break that Derek had was when 

he went to Peter in 2004 that saw Peter 

sort a pair out to go in Derek’s stock loft. 

This pair was made up of a cock from the 

great winning and breeding cock “Golden 

Gaby” winner of 1st National NPO 12,875 

birds. 2nd Arras 6,124 birds. 3rd Nijvel 

3,553 birds. 6th Arras 14,674 birds etc. He is 

also responsible for numerous winners 

including 62 different pigeons over a 12yr 

period to win first prizes for Derek. There 

are also numerous grandchildren and great 

grandchildren that are also 1st prize 

winners at these lofts. The hen of the 

pairing is a direct daughter of “Favourite 

Son” a cracking blue cock bred by Joop Koch 

in Holland out of “Blauwe Favorite” winner 

of 1st Ace YB C.C. Eindhoven 98. 1st Ace 

Midfond C.C. Eindhoven 99. 1st Dutch 

National Ace Vitesse NPO 99. I have been 

writing for the fancy press since January 77 



 
 

 

and in all those years I have not come 

across another pair where the birds are 

listed that have won so many 1st prizes. I 

must add that I have been told about such 

pairings but when I have asked if they can 

supply a list of winners they have failed.  

These pigeons are still winning for Derek 

today but as he does every year he goes 

back to Peter for the latest pigeons. Derek 

does not stand still - he is always looking for 

improvements, which he has been finding it 

a bit hard, but the latest pigeons from Peter 

are starting to make their presence felt. It 

has to be difficult finding pigeons that will 

surpass the “Golden Pair” that Derek has 

had but they are no longer filling eggs as a 

pair so the last have now been bred from 

them, you could say it is the end of an era. 

Derek has brought in the odd pigeon from 

other sources but they have not reached 

the heights of his Syndicate team which is 

why he now sticks to the one source.  

The latest grizzles from the Dirk Leekens 

“Lucky Luke” family are fast catching up to 

the continual winning lines of his Golden 

Pair. There was no doubt about it when Dirk 

sold up in 2011 the bird he did retain was 

“Lucky Luke” and what a good idea that 

turned out to be with so many winners 

already coming from this line. However at 

the time Dirk did not know how lucky he 

was going to be because this very good cock 

was 15yo which was why he kept him at the 

lofts. Two hens were added and in 2011/12 

there were 25 youngsters bred from this 

game old cock. Some might say it was a 

case of good fortune, or was it a case of 

Dirk knowing what he was doing and that 

this cock was something special to come 

back into racing pigeons when the time was 

right. It really doesn’t matter what we 

believe the reason was because the grizzles 

are now at full strength in the loft and 

winning well.  

The new success is also down to the new 

partnership of Bosmans-Leekens as well as 

“Lucky Luke”. Is this line going to be the 

next foundation for Derek Woodward to 

continue winning the races? It will have to 

be good to beat the Syndicate “Golden Pair”. 

Yes, we cannot keep the “Golden Pair” 

offspring far away because one cock has 

just won his seventh individual first prize 

and also topped the fed and his sister won 

the other local club making it another 

double for Derek & Marjorie.  

As always we like to add a few photos and I 

have included one I found from the past but 

relevant to the present day winners 

because they are the pair who are 

responsible for them (Chris Knowles did the 

montage). We always like to include one of 

Marjorie who starts the winning process off 

by keeping the young birds under control. 

The winning grizzle is one of the best young 

birds of 2014 and already on the road to 

success for 2015.  
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