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1st for Adams Brothers from Ancenis 

 

The MNFC Ancenis national winner 

For the MNFC’s 50th Anniversary and Poppy 

Appeal Open race from Ancenis a total of 

5,612 were entered by 650 members and 

Open race entrants. The total prize money 

on offer was £10,200 with over an 

additional £14,500 in pools. If you take the 

time to check it out the MNFC dwarfs all of 

the competition by a huge margin. This isn’t 

hype or kidology it is total fact. If good prize 

money is your aim then the MNFC is the 

club to fly with. 

Before I move on to give the race and 

leading section birds their justified credit I 

should like to burst a few silly theories as to 

why the race was more difficult than many 

anticipated. The convoyer has sent me his 

race diary and it is clear that the pigeons 

were given the best of attention with plenty 

of stops en route to water the birds.  

Convoyer’s Report Ancenins Race 4/7/15 

Wed. 1st  

“Uneventful. Basket deliveries with marking 

stations being given extra drinkers to 

ensure birds at basketing would be given 

adequate water. Checked Dutch and 

Belgian authorities had no libs crossing our 

line of flight on Saturday. Chateroux, our 

nearest point east of us, Dutch had 

cancelled their race for Saturday. 

Thurs 2nd 

Having received Scots and Cumbrian birds 

overnight, progressed steadily southwards 

ensuring birds were watered prior to 

loading. When Transporters arrived at final 
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collection points complete transporters 

given water prior to journey to docks. 30 x 

20 bags of corn loaded at Atherstone. At 

Docks birds given a light feed prior to Ferry 

loading then watered for overnight Ferry. 

Fri 3rd  

On arrival at Caen 07.30 hrs once unloaded 

from ferry sat on quayside to ensure birds 

get watered. 

One hour prior to journey to Ancenis 

stopping after approx. two and a half hours 

to re-water before continuing journey to 

site. 

On arrival slight delay to get onto site due 

to high barrier. Once on site turned drinkers 

for 30 mins to allow to dry then turned back 

for commencement of feeding. There was a 

delay in feeding whilst a problem about 

liberation on site was resolved with local 

Police. Water was then put in front of birds 

after checking food was cleared by birds. 

Water was continually topped up until 

approx. 22.00 hrs, then convoyers attended 

to their own meal. In total we used 13 Bags 

of food, 17 remaining on transporter. 

Sat 4th 

Awoke at 03.00hrs with rain lasting 10-15 

mins. Up at 04.00hrs. Ground had dried 

totally. Encouraged birds to drink, then 

spoke to BBC convoyer at 05.15 hr. 

Established rain over us had passed 

Fougeres at approx. 04.30 hrs, clearing N N 

East. Quickly established line of flight. Was 

looking good but visibility on Channel 

needed to improve. Spoke with NFC 

convoyer at Saintes for his info as to Saintes 

up to Ancenis and shared my info and 

details from BBC convoyer, then spoke to 

UK race controller and agreed that allowing 

for the flight to the Channel it would be 

best to hold of liberation until we knew 

Channel visibility was clearing quickly. 

Established that NFC had liberated at 

06.30hrs South West of us and the BBC 

06.55 hrs North of us. Having had a definite 

improving situation on Channel we 

Liberated at 07.15 hrs in 18% with a clear 

sky with a good Lib. 

Ian French” 

 

I’m told that there were suggestions of the 

birds possibly getting overheated whilst in 

the transporters. Well, Ian French, our chief 

convoyer, informs me that the temperature 

difference in the transporters was only up 

to a maximum of 4 degrees C. This is due to 

the air exchange system which operates at 

all times whether the transporters are 

travelling or stationary. There are also 

extraction fans on each vehicle taking the 

stale air away from the pigeons. So I can 

assure members that any problems were 

encountered on the long 350-450 mile 

journey home. That said the weather team 

said that the weather turned out exactly as 

predicted with the only rain being the odd 

shower just south of London which the 

birds were nowhere near to. 

In view of the birds being liberated at 7.15 

am in very light south-westerly winds and in 

northern France there were largely no wind 

conditions to either help or hinder the 

convoy. Perhaps this explains why the birds 

crossed further in the west than was largely 

anticipated. One should always remember 

that from cross Channel races things often 

don’t pan out as expected especially as the 

distance increases. That said I hear that a 

good number of Scottish National pigeons 

were timed from distances of up to and 

over 700 miles. Well done I say to these 

stoic birds. 
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The Adams Bothers clan receiving the keys to 

their car from the MNFC Chairman Tony 

Whitehurst 

On now to the race winners Adams 

Brothers of Stoke on Trent who timed a 

yearling widowhood cock now named 

Albert’s Ambition to record a velocity of 

1536. Their cock will not only win the race 

but also claim the RP/Deweerd Yearling 

Classic, the Poppy Appeal Trophy and 

£1,100 in cash. The breeding of the bird is 

Francois Struyf x Delbar. The Delbar blood is 

from a daughter of the partners’ Car 

Winner when the loft won 2nd MNFC Open 

from Alencon a few years ago. This blood 

comes from birds obtained from the Adams 

great friend the late great Dennis Burton 

who flew his Delbars with great success for 

many years. The sire of the winner is a bird 

bred by myself and he is a son of my 

excellent breeder ‘Whitebeard’ who is also 

the granddad of a previous 4th MNFC 

Bordeaux winner. ‘Whitebeard’ was 

acquired from the little known Francois 

Struyf of Zandfliet. In 2007 Francois won 1st 

Grote Fond Champion of all Belgium and my 

‘Whitebeard’ is a son of ‘Figaro’ one of the 

team that won the National title. 

This win is a very popular one in Stoke on 

Trent as the partners have been knocking 

with several close calls over the years. 

Albert the senior partner is normally in 

need of oxygen but after the victory the 

high octane of a National win made the 

oxygen redundant for a few days which is 

absolutely brilliant. Albert’s sons Les and 

Phil deserve great credit as this was a real 

team effort. Les has asked me to say a 

‘thank you’ to Malc Blackmore who trains 

the birds on their longer training flights with 

his training service. The partners also lay 

much credit to the man they refer to as 

‘Spav’, namely Gary Spavin who looks after 

the health side of things for Adams Brothers 

who much prefer the regular testing system 

rather than the blind treatment way of 

doing things. Perhaps those who 

complained of birds dropping in distressed 

conditions would be wise to follow Adams 

Brothers method!   

 

Steve Price of Price Bros & Son having a superb 

season. 2nd Open this time. 

Talking about near misses and you must 

feel for Stevie Price who under the flying 

name of Price Brothers and Son finish in 

2nd Open slot. This comes after being 3rd 

Open in the previous race with believe it or 

not with the same pigeon a yearling Blue 

hen. This superb hen clocks up a velocity of 

1525 and brings home over £500 for her 

owner. For those who need a reminder 

Steve’s hen is bred off Syndicate Lofts stock. 

On her father’s side she is a granddaughter 

of the ‘Rocket Cock’ and her mother is a 

daughter of ‘Bandit’ and ‘Moonglow’. If you 

read on in this report you cannot fail to 
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notice that the Syndicate effect is there for 

all to see. I did ask Steve if he was planning 

to send his hen back for the Vire race but he 

said he wasn’t sure at the moment but 

surely she couldn’t win 3rd, 2nd then 1st 

Open though or could she? 

 

Also having a great year with the MNFC in 3rd 

Open Jeremy Davies with his daughters 

In 3rd Open is another loft that is bang on 

form this year and the fancier to which I am 

referring is Tim & Jeremy Davies of 

Birtsmorton. Jeremy’s dad passed away a 

few years ago but his son retains his name 

in the partnership name. Jeremy clocked a 2 

year old Blue W/F hen now called ‘Sweet 

16’ which was extremely well fancied and 

the bird which clocked 1521 will raise her 

owner’s bank account by over £1,700 and 

she also wins the club’s 2 Bird Nominated 

race. Jeremy tells me that her breeding is 

75% Syndicate lofts blood but this time the 

Mike Ganus lines of Celefty, Toffo and The 

President. The remaining 25% of her 

breeding being that of Gaby Vandenabeele 

Bliksem bloodlines. The previous week she 

dropped with a loft mate to take 1st & 2nd 

Club and 4th Fed from Carentan.  

 

Graham Groom with his 4th Open winning hen 

In 4th section and winning the South East 

section we see Mr & Mrs Graham Groom of 

Burton Latimer. They clocked a 2 year old 

Dark roundabout hen for a velocity of 1520. 

Graham and his good lady are often to be 

seen on the MNFC results as the distances 

increase as they have a potent line of long 

distance pigeons which thrive on the long 

and hard races. Their bird is a direct 

daughter of their wonderful hen ‘Sweet 

Pea’ which has a MNFC Merit of 

Achievement to her name for being 3 times 

in the first 100 of the Bordeaux race result. 

I’m told that this is the first youngster that 

was taken off the hen as the partners never 

rated the cock that she was paired to but 

left them together because she raced so 

well to him. The actual sire of this bird is 

self-bred cock being himself bred off a 

pigeon from Gerard O’Sullivan containing 

the long distance blood of birds from N 

Black & Son from Ireland. Already after only 

two channel races this hen has trumped her 

mum because the best position she 
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achieved was 2nd section 5th Open. So it is 

clearly a case of anything you can do I can 

do better! Thanks to Rob Jarrett for the info.  

 

Tony Whitehouse in 5th Open and another good 

pay day 

5th Open and 3rd SW section we have 

another well fancied bird another 2 year old 

Blue hen on 1516 which was carrying plenty 

of pool money and she came good to repay 

her owner Tony Whitehouse over £750. If 

you remember Tony won 1st National last 

season from Vire.  

 

Shaun McDonough, 6th Open 

6th Open and 4th SW section is filled by yet 

another 2014 National winner to the loft of 

Shaun McDonough of Pelsall. Shaun tells 

me that after a promising start as a young 

bird when she won 2 x 1sts and a 3rd and 

4th Fed placing she hit a wire so was rested 

last season. This season she was put back in 

the race team and has been flying well 

culminating in this latest performance. This 

chequer hen is of Heremans-Ceusters 

breeding being purchased as a baby in a kit 

of 12 from Cockcrow Lofts.  

 

Mick Lennon, 1st SC section 7th Open 

Yet another section winner fills the 7th 

placing this time to Mick Lennon who tops 

the South Centre section with a 4 year old 

Pencil cock which is a proven national bird 

as he previously won 3rd section from 

Fougeres and 2nd section 4th Open from 

Vire. His father won 1st section from Tours 

whilst its mother is a daughter of Mick’s 

2nd Open winner from Bordeaux. The 

breeding is Roger Maris which Mick has 

raced with great success for quite a while 

now.  
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Phil Lane, the 8th Open winner relaxing in the 

sun 

8th Open and 2nd SE section is taken by Phil 

Lane & Son who clocked a 2 year old Dark 

Chequer cock on 1511.7. The bird was 

having its second cross channel race of the 

season when he was the lofts second arrival. 

He is bred from Van den Driesse stock 

which the partners purchased at the final 

Frank Tasker clearance sale. Phil gave great 

credit to his wife Kay who helps out with 

the training and his pal Trevor who steps up 

to the mark during holidays etc. He also 

heaped great praise on the MNFC 

convoying team for the way the birds 

returned in excellent condition from the 

Club’s races. Thanks for that Phil it’s nice to 

be appreciated. 

 

John Murphy, 2nd SC 9th Open 

9th Open and 2nd SC section goes to John 

Murphy who is just under .1 of a yard 

behind the 8th Open winner. John tells me 

that his 2013 Chequer cock went to Vire as 

a yearling and did well and this season he 

has been to all of the three MNFC races. 

The bird’s breeding is of the very popular 

Jos Soontjen family being directly off the 

lofts two best performers. Since their 

introduction 25 or so years ago few families 

have made such an impact.  

 

The Chambers family, 10th Open winners 

The 10th Open slot is filled by one of my old 

favourites in the form of the Chambers 

Family who timed yet another two year old. 

This race certainly seems to have suited 

these 2013 bred pigeons. The bird in 
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question is a Lambrecht x blanckard /blue 

hen which has won several good positions 

at club level including 1st prizes. Last year 

she won 3rd SW section as a yearling. On 

this occasion she has lifted a nice cheque 

for over £500. 

 

The 1st North section winners, Mr & Mrs Newton 

& Down 

The winners of the North section Mr & Mrs 

Newton & Down also come next on the 

open result in 11th place. The bird is a Gaby 

Vandenabeele x Van Koppen based bird.  

 

Rob Fenwick & Family, 2nd North section 

The pigeon which recorded 1509 is known 

as the ’54 Cock’ and this two year old bird is 

raced on the popular Roundabout system. 

2nd section is filled by Rob Fenwick who 

clocked his 2013 bred Blue W/F cock on 

1504. Unfortunately I have no more details 

on this bird but I am well aware that Rob 

has some excellent birds having visited him 

a few years ago.  

 

Rob Pashley in 3rd North section 

Someone who has sent me plenty of 

information is Rob Pashley who timed a 

very good pigeon to take 3rd N section on 

1495. This 3 year old chequer hen is a 

Vandenabeele being from a cock off M & 

Evans and a hen from D & J Hawkins. She is 

a really good one which in the past has 

chalked up some fine results in 2013 she 

was 36th Open from Fougeres from 

6,861birds then she took 18th Open from 

Ancenis 5,510 birds and in 2014 she 

repeated the dose with 18th open once 

again from an entry of 4,670 pigeons. This 

time she wins 24th Open and a handsome 

cheque for nearly a thousand pounds. Rob 

has asked me to express his gratitude to his 

wife Mandy and his dad for their help with 

the birds. 4th section in the North is J & A 

Melvin who timed a 3 year old chequer hen 

on 1491 for the 423 mile race. It’s a shame I 

didn’t receive more details of the bird. 
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Clive Yates with his grandson Kaydan John 

Tidying up in the South Centre section in 

3rd slot we see a well-known name in M 

Yates and Son. Clive clocked a 2 year old 

Wildemeersche x Batenburg hen. I’m told 

that the Batenburg half is from a direct cock 

containing the lines of Euro Diamond and 

their Jan Ardens. The hen is bred directly off 

the loft’s Tours National winner who has 

also bred birds to win 5th and 7th MNFC 

Open winners. In 4th SC section we find 

Davis Wright & Sons who timed a yearling 

Blue hen on 1507. The bird is bred from a 

Vandenabeele x Kellens cock named 

‘Commodore’. This cock has bred 12 x 1st 

prize winning birds.He is from birds 

obtained from Mr & Mrs Lycett and the late 

John Haywood. The mother is a Hession Staf 

Van Reet named Dikke Dors. She is also dam 

to other winning birds. This includes a sister 

to the 4th section winner which won 1st fed 

from Portland earlier in the season.  

 

A & S Rushton, another loft in great form, 2nd 

section this time 

Back to the NW section and in 2nd section 

spot we see the ‘Champ’ alias Anthony & 

Steve Rushton. I did say that we would hear 

more from the partnership in the text of the 

last race report. So I was bang on the 

money. This time it is a two year old Blue 

cock that recorded 1503 for his owner but 

I’m sorry to say that I’ve got no further 

details on the bird. It is the same story with 

the 4th section placed bird for J & S Ward 

who clocked a yearling Blue hen.  
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The 3rd NW section winner, Halcyon, belonging 

to Garnett Moore & Withers 

Sandwiched in between I do have plenty of 

info on the 3rd NW section winner for 

Garnett Moore & Withers. The partners 

clocked yet another 2 year old blue cock the 

bird was well fancied with plenty of crosses 

next to his ring number and is it any wonder 

as in 2014 he won 3rd section and 21st 

open from Fougeres and won 1st club Fed 

and Combine against over 4,800 birds from 

Yeovil in preparation for the National races. 

The bird’s sire is a Busschaert which won 

1st and only bird clocked on the day in the 

Eccles 2 bird a few years ago. On his 

mother’s side she is a Flor Engles and a 

granddaughter of the legendary ‘231’. 

 

Derek Wilson's Blue Pied hen, the 1st NE 

section winner 

In the North East section we see the man 

who is behind the Bolsover Travel and 

Cruise Club namely Derek Wilson. His bird a 

4 year old Blue Pied hen is of Staf Van Reet 

breeding being bred down from stock off 

Dave Allen. In fact Derek tells me that her 

father is bred down from Dave’s top 

channel performer Kelly. Flying on the 

Roundabout system she came well from the 

MNFC’s two previous races so her 

performance has come as no great shock in 

view of her breeding.  

 

Tony Pywell, 2nd NE section 

Tony Pywell’s 2 year old Blue hen was 

clocked less than a yard behind the section 

topper on 1507. This hen is obviously a 

good one as well as just three weeks 

previously this game widowhood hen was 

the only bird on the day from Le Mans. Her 

breeding is off Richard Turner stock being a 

Leen Boers bird which is a strain that 
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Richard has had great success with. The sire 

being the ’04 cock’ when he was paired to 

Richard’s 1st National and RPRA award 

winner ‘Olympic Bolt’. Clearly she is bred 

for the job! 

 

Gary Daykin back in the top places again 

In 3rd section in the NE we see my good pal 

Gary Daykin with a yearling Blue hen no 

doubt containing the blood of his very 

famous Soontjen pigeons. It’s good to see 

the Daykin partnership back up with the 

winners because behind the scenes Gary is 

a driving force behind the strong MNFC 

team. I know that a massive hawk problem 

has been affecting his racing for quite a 

while now as he has a nesting pair of 

peregrines on the church close by his home. 

Anyone who has had or is suffering with the 

same problem will understand how 

devastating the hawk problem can be. 4th 

section is taken by the Mansfield team of 

Bowskill & Gascoigne who timed a yearling 

Chequer hen on 1490 unfortunately no 

more info. 

 

Dave Gray with the partners’ 1st East section 

winner 

The East section is won by David and 

Debbie Gray of Owstwick which makes 

them one of the longer flyers which 

provides even greater credit to their hen 

which recorded a velocity of 1490. Dave 

and Debbie are actually the convoyers for 

the East Coast fed and when they got back 

after releasing the fed’s birds they were 

greeted by their excited son Alex who said 

that he had clocked a bird from the MNFC. 

So they verified the bird and shortly after 

they had a call from their friend Reg Wright 

who told them that they were in the top 

place of the East section on the leader 

board. The couple tell me that this is the 

best result that they have achieved in the 

sport which is all down to a gift bird from 

Dave Fussey of Bridlington which is bred off 

a grandson of Dancer and a granddaughter 

of ‘Tuff Nut’. Well done to you all.  

 

James and Sons, 2nd East section 
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In 2nd section and on 1488 we see Colin 

James and Sons. The bird responsible is a 2 

year old Roundabout cock which was bred 

by the partners club mate Dave Barrett 

from birds that he bought from G 

Macaloney & Son. It is a Van Loon ‘Super 33 

x Gerrie lines and crossed into the 

Macaloneys’ superb Vandenabeeles. The 

partners allowed the cock to share his box 

with his hen the night before basketing next 

morning. The lads now intend to send him 

to Bordeaux sitting 12 days. 3rd section in 

the East is filled by the Boston based loft of 

L R Manning of Boston with a 4 year old 

Blue hen coming good on 1474 for her 

owner.  

 

J & K Skelton's 4th E section winning bird 

On 1451 J & K Skelton of Grimsby claimed 

4th section when they timed a Lindelauf 

based Chequer cock which is yet another 

Roundabout pigeon. Last season as a 

yearling the bird served its apprenticeship 

with 4th Arras, 3rd Clermont and 8th Joey le 

chattel in the local club before stepping up 

to the MNFC this year and he took 8th 

section from Carentan and 126th section 

from Fougeres/Carentan. 

 

Jamie Langrish, proving hot to handle in the 

West section 1st & 4th on this occasion 

Out in the West we see a young man who is 

enjoying a superb season in the form of 

Jamie Langrish. Jamie has now topped the 

section now on two occasions in 2015. Also 

the loft takes 4th section so his cup is 

definitely overflowing at the present time. 

The section topper is a Chequer hen on 

1479 and is a Heremans-Ceusters bird from 

Rossi lines which was bred from birds off 

Ian Stafford. The 4th places bird is a 

Chequer pied hen also flown on the 

Roundabout system to great effect. She is a 

multicross bred bird being from a cock 

known as The Brother and he is a top 

breeder which is bred from a Van de Velden 

cock x a dtr of Invincible Spirit. The bird’s 

mother is a daughter of local ace Colin 

Crompton’s best channel cock. Jamie saw 

22 of his 26 bird entry home on the day 

which makes a mockery of one or two 

saying that it was a poor race. In 2nd West 

section we see Dickie Spring & Son who no 

doubt clocked a traditional widower cock. 

Their two year old Chequer cock clocked a 

velocity of 1466. 3rd section is another 

fancier who keeps popping up in the form 

of Dave Siner. The bird is bred from the 

Cuckoo Cock - yes cock, not clock lines. I 

must admit I had to look twice when I 

received the information myself. The 2 year 

old cock has been a previos MNFC 
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performer as he won 3rd L C C, 7th section 

and 60th Open from Carentan as a 

youngster. Also up near the top we see T & 

M King of West Derby with a Sapin bred 

bird which the partners acquired from their 

pal George Deans. The bird is a brother to 

the partners good cock ‘48’ who has been a 

good ‘un in the Mid Nat but he returned 

home injured so the lads are hoping that his 

kid brother is ready to carry the baton as he 

has scored twice in the past three weeks in 

the Liverpool Amal from Falaise and 

Fougeres. 

 

Leach Brothers’ 1st & 2nd NNW section and the 

'Syndicate Cock', a very influential bird for the 

partners 

Up now to the North North West section 

and here again we see another loft that is in 

fine form in the shape of Leach Brothers 

taking not only the 1st but also the 2nd 

prize. During a pleasant chat with Adrian 

who called me he told me of the influential 

part that a cock from Syndicate Lofts has 

been on their lofts. Simply known as The 

Syndicate Cock who is bred from the couple 

Zabel x Doran. Once again he is father of 

the yearling hen section topper when 

paired to a daughter of ‘Adele’ which 

performed well in Holland for the Syndicate 

team. The 2nd placed pigeon is a very 

consistent performer as she has she has 

already clocked up 2nd club 4th South East 

Lancs federation and 2nd section and 85th 

Open from Carentan with the MNFC and 1st 

Waterloo 2 bird club. This 2 year old 

Chequer hen is a granddaughter of the 

Macaloneys’ West Kapelle pair and a 

daughter of Wall Lunt & Greens ‘Miss 

Magic’. Adrian wished to congratulate the 

race winner and the MNFC for the condition 

that the birds returned in with 18 out of 20 

back home.  

 

P & B Taylor's daughter, Emily, with her 

favourite, 3rd NNW section 

3rd NNW section is filled by P & B Taylor of 

Barnoldswick who clocked a yearling pied 

hen on 1427. The pigeon is the partners’ 

daughter’s favourite pigeon and young 

Emily often talks to the bird which is now 

also named Emily. I’m told that as a 

youngster she raced well winning both club 

and fed placings but this year her 

performances had been a little 

disappointing but she homed from the 

previous Mid Nat race looking well after the 

four day holdover but in her absence 

another hen had started to flirt with 

‘Emily’s’ mate who she had never seemed 
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too keen on previously but this made her 

realise that he was worth fighting for and so 

this jealousy obviously had the desired 

effect Emily was consulted and with her 

consent anyway she went to Ancenis with 

the result 3rd section. Emily’s words to her 

favourite on the following morning were 

‘’well done you have done a good job!’’ I 

should say so, too.  

 

Tim Webster and his daughter, Isabel, in 4th 

NNW section 

Chorley’s Tim Webster takes 4th slot with a 

Pencil yearling cock flown on the 

widowhood system. The bird was unraced 

as a baby but this year after being raced 

down to the coast this was his second cross 

channel with the MNFC. The breeding of 

the pigeon is De Rauw Sablon being inbred 

to their famous Blauwe Prins.  

 

G & L Bowes, the winners of 3rd SE section 

Down in the South Eastern areas of the club 

taking 3rd South East section we find G & L 

Bowes. Graham one of the partners tells me 

that their two year old widower cock is a 

red chequer bred by Frank Bristow from his 

Ceuleman family crossed with a Van Lint 

bird which has won an Ace pigeon Award 

with the MNFC which Frank got from Rob 

Lotts of Lincolnshire.  

 

Marek Krasowski, 4th SE section 
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4th position in the SE is taken by Marek 

Krasowski with a 2013 bred broken bird 

after a loft move last season which seems 

not to have affected this Busschaert 

Chequer hen that was sent off sitting 4 day 

old eggs. Well done sir! 

 

Ron & Angie Auker, the ESE section winners 

looking very pleased with their bird 

Last but certainly not least in the East South 

East we see big supporters of the Mid Nat in 

the shape of Ron & Angie Auker who 

clocked yet another 2 year old grizzle cock 

on 1419 lead their section. The bird is now 

named Sedge Fen Prince. His breeding is 

from a cock gifted to the couple from 

Pimlott Bros from Southport when paired to 

a grizzle Jos Thone hen from Ian Stafford. 

This hen named Sedge Fen Silver has been a 

good one for the partners winning 10th 

section in the BICC from Tours and 6th 

section and 103 Open in the MNFC from 

Bordeaux. Ron tells me that this was the 

bird’s first crossing of the season after flying 

the inland programme where he won a 2nd 

place from Portland. The birds normally 

don’t get their hens until they home but on 

this occasion they stayed with them 

overnight prior to basketing. Ron says ‘’did 

it make a difference? Who knows?’’.  

 

Willy Beckett, 2nd ESE section 

2nd section is taken by another very 

successful fancier namely Willy Beckett who 

clocked a Mealy widowhood cock on 1412 7 

yards behind the section topper. This Staf 

Van Reet x Brian Kaid cock has been a good 

one from the MNFC races with 20th and 

74th open placing from Fougeres over the 

last couple of seasons. Birds like this one 

are the backbone of any loft. Mr & Mrs c 

Simper of North Lynn take the 3rd section 

prize with a 4 year old Chequer hen which 

recorded 1408.  

 

Terry Roughton, 4th ESE not looking a day older 

than he did last year! 
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Just 2 yards behind in 4th place we see 

another serial performer in Terry Roughton 

who is never far away when the section 

result comes out. The bird responsible is a 3 

year old hen and Terry is becoming so blaise 

he rarely sends in his details. Unfortunately 

there are a few others who are ‘shrinking 

violets’ and don’t seek the limelight a great 

pity when the bird has done its bit don’t 

you think? 

Right next up is the double header race 

where we see two fantastic entries. The 

birdage for Vire is a super 7,188 and 

Bordeaux a very impressive 1,708. So this 

weekend glory awaits will it be you and 

your bird that I’m writing about next week? 

Mike Lakin 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 


