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By Mike Lakin 
 

Midlands National Flying Club 50th 

Anniversary ‘Poppy Appeal’ Ancenis Open 

Race. 

A Great Day for Adams Brothers 

 

Les and his dad Albert (Adams Bros) admire 

their National winner, now named 'Albert's 

Ambition' 

Do you believe that sometimes things are 

destined to happen? Well after the race 

marking on Thursday, Ian, one of the Abbey 

marking team in Stoke said to me ‘’I would 

love it if Adams Brothers were to win the 

race because they would deserve it’’. The 

truth is that over the years they have come 

close on many occasions but never quite 

managed the biggest prize of all a National 

win. Well when at 7.15 am the 6,000 plus 

bird convoy which included just over 400 

birds from the SNFC and Cumbria were 

released into a light Westerly wind which 

was correctly forecast to turn stronger and 

from a South Westerly direction en route so 

it looked a nailed on win for one of the 

Easterly sections of the club.  

As the early arrivals were posted on the 

club’s leader board and strangely the 

majority of names were of South Western 

section members. At 2.43.37 a bird dropped 

on the Longton based lofts of Adams 

Brothers and the velocity of 1536 took them 

straight to the top of the board and after 

what seemed like an eternity there they 

remained until the very end. So Ian 
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Hammersley’s wish reached fruition and the 

victory was provisionally confirmed. The 

bird which is a yearling widowhood cock 

will win the winner’s Gold Medal the RP/De 

Weerd sponsored Yearling Classic trophy 

and the ‘Poppy Appeal’ Shield which Jason 

Barnett has donated for the very worthy 

cause and amazingly Jason comes from 

Longton. Yes I do believe that sometimes 

things are destined to happen. 

 

The ever smiling Nev Proctor bringing his birds 

to the marking station and it looks like he has 

put his shirt on 'em. 

Let’s look a little closer at the race Ancenis 

is just a few miles to the East of the old and 

popular race point of Nantes which to 

members is between 325- 460 miles. Many 

predicted a fast procession of arrivals but 

though the leading birds achieved speeds of 

50 mph plus. Returns were spread with 

members often waiting long periods 

between arrivals. The reason for this are at 

this time remain something of a mystery as 

conditions up to the channel and into 

mainland England being very good with 

excellent visibility. Perhaps the simple truth 

is that we often under estimate a 400 mile 

flight? That said the race was still a 

successful one with several birds reported 

up into Scotland on the day including one 

from over 600 miles. Excellent flying. 

 

Bolton marking team, having a well-earned 

cuppa. 

Pleasingly once again when you study the 

Provisional result you will notice that 8 of 

the 10 sections feature in the first 50 

verifications. This is excellent news and 

underlines how fair the MNFC of 2015 really 

is. As ever if you names is listed in the top 

four of your section send me an email to 

mikelakin16@yahoo.com or give me a call 

on 01782 624440 so I can give you good 

coverage in the full report. 

 

Mike Lakin  
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