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‘It’s A Cracker’ Especially for Vaun Barker 

 

Barker Vaun with his likely MNFC winner, 

'Wallbank Irony'. 

The Midlands National kicked of the 2015 

season on 23rd May with what can only be 

described as a cracking race. After the near 

9,000 bird entry were released at 10.30am 

into a light East North East wind. I must say 

that it was very disappointing to hear of 

people warning of a ‘disaster’ race with 

rumours of the birds flying around the race 

point and failing to clear. The convoyer Ian 

French was contacted and he assured us 

that though a few birds did ‘dally’ for a few 

minutes which is the norm with such a large 

convoy the main body had cleared well 

heading off in a North Westerly direction.  

So it was simply a case of sitting and waiting 

with local fanciers  flying approximately 260 

miles predicting early arrivals being clocked 

around the six hours mark with speeds of 

43-45 miles per hour this was almost ‘bang 

on the money’ with the Rochdale loft of 

Vaun Barker clocking a provisional velocity 

of 1315 to be the likely race winner. The 

pigeon responsible is a two year old widow 

hen which is now named ‘Wallbank Irony’. 

Vaun tells me that there is a story attached 

to his winner which I will highlight in the full 

report. 

The fact that the wind direction swung to a 

more southerly direction from the North 

Midlands upwards no doubt helped the 

longer distance flyers to dominant the 
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higher Open placings. As the saying goes of 

‘One swallow doesn’t make a summer’ but 

as the birds homed in ‘Indian file’ especially 

to the Rochdale area proving that Ian made 

the correct decision to release the pigeons 

and is this any real surprise when you weigh 

up the fact that the MNFC employs not one, 

not two but three of the best weather 

experts to help us make the right call and 

once again these people didn’t let us down. 

Looking at the club’s leader board it was 

evident that there were good results and 

returns all around the various sections with 

no less than 6 sections represented in the 

top 16 Open places. I am delighted that this 

latest result amply proves that given the 

right conditions the MNFC can be won 

anywhere within its boundaries.  

At my local clock station there were many 

happy smiling faces and the overwhelming 

consensus of opinion was that it had been 

an excellent race with good returns to 

match. So though not wishing to finish this 

short opening on a negative note I do wish 

that people especially other convoyers 

would stick to the old convoyer’s code of 

‘See all, hear all but say nowt’ or as my 

lovely old mum used to tell me ‘ Keep your 

own council’. This I feel was very good 

advice from a wise lady.   

I will leave you now to look at the 

Provisional result and if your name appears 

in the top 4 placings of your section then 

send me an e-mail with a photo and a few 

details on your bird so I can add you in the 

full report. My contact address is in the 

Handbook. 

Mike Lakin 
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