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Two of the Lucky Ones! 

I received an email from Keith Knight who is 

one of the Midlands National’s many long 

distance enthusiasts who over the last few 

years has flown with great success from the 

club’s Bordeaux race. As all fanciers are well 

aware it is an awful long way back from this 

race point down in the South of France and 

the birds often have to cope with 

unfavourable weather conditions en-route. 

We all must accept this fact as part and 

parcel of long distance pigeon racing. 

 

What we are finding very difficult to accept 

though is the rapid rise in hawk attacks on 

our pigeons. There is an awful lot of waffle 

coming from the supporters of raptors. 

They tell us that the peregrine for instance 

is a rare and endangered species. Ask any 

pigeon enthusiast and he will tell you the 

truth because all of us have all seen our 

birds return home with their secondary 

flights and tail flights ripped out. These are 

as Keith describes ‘The lucky ones’. What 

we don’t see are the thousands that never 

return that have obviously become ‘dinner’ 

for the ever growing population of 

peregrines and other raptors. 

Mr Knight has sent me a photo of his fine 

long distance pigeon which has twice flown 

from Bordeaux on the day and which last 

season on a very hard day homed early next 

morning. This time he made it back on the 

third day in the state as shown in the 

photograph.  
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As Keith quite rightly points out that ‘’ A lot 

of fuss is made of seagulls taking 

sandwiches and ice creams out of people’s 

hands. Isn’t it about time started looking at 

sorting the peregrines and hawks that is 

killing our sport rather than worrying about 

seagulls!’’ I am sure that we have all had 

similar experiences in fact one of my birds 

returned at the weekend minus half his tail 

and every single secondary gone. How they 

manage to get back is simply amazing but 

that is what the racing pigeon is – an 

amazing creature. 

Surely the time has come to lift the 

protection order on these birds because 

rather than being rare in truth they are 

becoming very common and they have 

badly affected the balance of nature. I point 

to the sad demise of our wild song bird 

population as ample proof of this fact. 

We all appeal to those in power to do 

something to ease this carnage in the sky. 

For sure our birds are worth far more 

publicity than a sandwich or an ice cream 

stolen by an opportunist seagull!   

Note to MNFC members If your bird was in 

the top four of your section from either Vire 

or Bordeaux email me your details and a 

photo. My address is in the handbook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 


