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The New Midlands National Flying Club 

Handbook 

 

In a few days the MNFC’s 2015 Handbook 

will be dropping through paid up members 

letter boxes. If you don’t receive one then I 

recommend that you check and see if you 

have forgotten to pay your subscription. 

The club’s Committee are very pleased with 

the latest book as it has improved each year 

since it was introduced in its present larger 

format a few years ago. Some people did 

express concerns regarding the costs when 

it was changed from the smaller pamphlet 

type handbook previously issued by the 

club. These fears were allayed by the efforts 

of a couple of Committee members in 

particular who spend their time at the main 

shows recruiting new advertisers. These 

actions have remarkably ensured that the 

cost of the handbook’s production is 

actually cheaper than before to the 

members themselves. We have found that 

the majority of these supportive advertisers 

continue to advertise in our book so it must 



 

 

be beneficial to their businesses. I would 

highly recommend members to spend a 

little time looking through the book as there 

is pretty much everything in it that a fancier 

requires including corn suppliers, medical 

needs, courier services and even a select 

number of studs offering quality breeding 

and racing stock. The club is indeed grateful 

of their much valued support. 

Right, let’s take a look at what the 2015 

celebration 50 years of racing Handbook 

has to offer. Well, they do say that you 

should never judge a book by its cover but I 

am sure that the photo that accompanies 

this piece is pretty impressive with one of 

the MNFC’s transporters displayed in all of 

its glory with the poignant quotation ‘The 

Midlands National juggernauts are now 

rolling’ This comment is very apt as now in 

2015 we expect both of our articulated 

trailers to be in action for several of our 

races. This is due to both a swelling 

membership and the fact that several other 

organisations have wisely turned to the 

MNFC for transportation. This will be 

beneficial to all of the parties concerned. I 

feel that it is worth highlighting that the 

club now has in total no less than five 

vehicles and trailers to ensure that our 

members’ birds will be transported in the 

best possible comfort as we have no need 

to ‘squeeze’ birds into our crates as we 

flatly refuse to compromise and overcrowd 

our transporters. My message to any non-

members is are your birds being 

transported in similar comfort and if the 

answer is no then why not come and join 

our ranks because we have room enough 

on our fleet of Geraldy built transporters.  

What else is there between the covers of 

the book? Well to be honest pretty much 

everything that members will need 

including extra verification cards and race 

entry forms to aid the bigger senders. There 

is information of the work done by the Club 

with the support of the RPRA in regard of 

the ‘Flying Back to Nature’ project which is 

aimed at getting it into schools to raise the 

profile of our wonderful hobby. I feel it 

would be remiss of me not to highlight the 

great efforts of Donna Beard who has 

visited so many of schools over the past few 

months. Well done to her and all of the 

other volunteers who have given up their 

time to support the venture. 

 Also there are several items highlighting 

the MNFC’s efforts to get the massive part 

played by racing pigeons in the two World 

Wars. We are in fact still working on this 

theme will our race from Ancenis which we 

have incorporated into an ‘Open’ race for 

all fanciers residing within the radius of the 

Club under the name of the ‘MNFC Poppy 

Appeal’ Trophy race. In this race all guest 

entrants will be able to race with and 

against our existing members and racing for 

fantastic prize and pool money. This is 

because as well as the extra £2000 per race 



 

 

that the Club is putting on offer to 

Celebrate our 50 years of racing, we are 

also putting an additional similar figure on 

offer to make this race a truly sensational 

event. 

I would strongly urge members to keep 

their handbooks in a safe place because as 

well as containing all of the necessary entry 

forms and latest clock and marking station 

details and information it has the MNFC 

Annual Presentation and early booking Subs 

& Ring order forms.  

Before I close on the Handbook subject, the 

envelope also contains a sheet with all race 

distances and the individual member’s 

Login and Password codes to enable 

members to access the Club’s website and 

On-Line entry system. It is worth noting that 

it is the members own responsibility to 

ensure that all the information regarding 

addresses and sections details are correct. 

 

 

 

Midlands National Website 

The club is sorry for the inconveniences that 

may have been caused by the temporary 

closure of the site. This is while updating 

and improvements are being made to the 

site. This will ensure security and make our 

site the very best it can be. So sorry once 

again but when we are up and running 

before the racing season gets underway 

members will have a superb site to log into. 

The club has nearly sold out of its Z-prefixed 

rings which is yet a further positive sign that 

support for the club is continuing to grow 

and long may this trend continue. 

Mike Lakin 
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