
NFC Ancenis 2015 Report 
The third race of the programme saw the birds dispatched off the Ancenis in western 
France for a race that would be around the 380 miles mark to the middle of the club 
radius. This race provided the first real opportunity to test out the benefits of the 
transporters leaving from the same central location of Sheffield Marking station, 
thus allowing a more even distribution of birds across both transporters and fewer 
birds in the crates if possible. For this race the crates had on average 23 birds in 
them for the journey to Ancenis. In this race members would be competing for £200 
Premier Stud vouchers that would be up for grabs for all the section winners, with no 
nominations needed. The committee would like to thank Graham Sparkes and the 
team at Premier Stud for their continued generous support. Members would also be 
competing for a bag of goodies from Carr’s products, and they have also shown 
unstinting generosity by providing their top quality products for each Section winner 
in each of the National Flying Club races this year. Their Adherb range of natural 
products is tried and tested amongst the pigeon fraternity and is a valuable tool in 
many lofts.  
The race controller once again has his work cut out for him and a belt of rain was 
forecast for early morning across parts of the UK, tracking in a South west/North East 
axis in an approximate line from Gloucester to Northampton and across to the East 
coast and all points north. The advice was that the rain would be pushed through 
during the course of the early morning, and with this in mind the team on the 
ground had the birds up and away early again at 6.00 in perfect skies with no wind 
up to the French coast. This allowed for the convoy to hold a true and straight line to 
give a perfect start to their journey, and to illustrate this, if you were to draw a 
straight line from the race point northerly it would almost pass over the loft of the 
eventual winner. The rain failed to dissipate at the speed we had hoped, but became 
more strung out and in places during early afternoon fanciers were waiting for birds 
during some fairly torrential rain, and I include myself in that. This resulted in some 
birds having to put in an extra shift to get home, and they rose to the occasion with 
the longer flying sections enjoying good racing and good returns which I guess it’s 
what it’s all about. Personally, I saw no blue skies here until 5.00, and within 20 
minutes my birds started to turn in from the North West. I knew the rain around me 
was keeping my birds out of the race but I think you have to be altruistic about these 
things and hope that you get to ride your luck a bit better in the next race. 
Now to the race itself, and taking top spot is a former National winning loft that is 
already woven into pigeon racing folklore as they won the top spot on the last 
occasion that the National Flying Club competed from Pau. They also bred the 
pigeon that was 2nd open from the same race and was in fact a son of the winning 
hen. The loft claiming top spot and bragging rights this week with 1st Section F and 
1st Open NFC Ancenis is Lloyd and Kelly. These days the running of the loft is down 
to Eamon Kelly, with the senior partner Frank Lloyd having passed away a few years 
ago. This partnership is well known nationwide and have been ultra-successful for 
the last 35 years at all levels of competition. Eamon is one of the workers in the 
sport and tends to get things done, often before others have finished discussing how 
they would do it, and I don’t think there are many people in the sport in the UK who 
he does not know. One of the highlights of Eamon winning this race is that he is also 



the race controller and when he took the post up this year he said he would always 
bear in mind that his birds were on the lorry and he wanted them all home, and this 
is what shapes his decision making on the day of the race when a decision is being 
made about the liberation. 

 
 
Frankies Girl, 1st open NFC Ancenis. 
 
The winner herself, now named ‘Frankie’s Girl’ after his old mentor who is still 
guiding his hand today, is a little bit special. Last year she was one of the kit of young 
hens that Eamon prepares each year for just 2 or 3 classic channel races, and this 
year showed her form early when she was 1st Section and 4th Open from Fougeres 
in the opening national race. This time round she jumped up the leader board buy 4 
places to claim the top spot. Frankie’s Girl was raced on a form of jealousy/ 
roundabout at the start of the season and was one of 12 hens who were paired to 6 
cocks, so most weeks she was racing back for the affections of her mate before the 
other hen got home. It was on this system that she performed so well out of 
Fougeres, but Eamon repaired her and she and another hen paired to the same cock 
and took turns sitting on 4 eggs, and it was this incentive that had her at the front of 
the pack from Ancenis. Eamon initially thought that the hen was home bred and was 
a Staf Van Reet x Vandenabeele. However after double checking his records he 
realised that he had made a mistake. Each year Eamon sends some rings to his mate 
Denny Phillips in Wales who breeds a few young birds for Eamon to race. He has 
done well with these including a previous section winner. The breeding of Frankie’s 
Girl is Denney’s old base family of Logans and Alf Bakers which have served him well 
over the years including winning a national from Niort. Into this family Denny has put 
the Herman Van der Weyers and some Vandenabeeles. It is from this mix that the 
national winner for Eamon emerged. This little lady was sent fit, healthy and ultra – 
motivated, and let’s not forget that she was in the hands of a very talented fancier 
who can race a pigeon. Eamon would like to thank the many 100’s of people who 
called and texted to congratulate him, an indication of how well known and thought 
of he is. Eamon would like to dedicate his latest national win to the memory of Elfyn 
Parry who passed away recently. Elfyn was a regular face at Steventon and if you 
have been there for marking you will have seen the little Welsh man running a tight 



ship, making sure baskets were sealed, crate numbers recorded and all the 
paperwork ready for the transporter. As Eamon says, he will be sorely missed at race 
marking now. 
 
Taking 2nd Open, but topping Section E we have the ever present Mr Mark Gilbert. 
Mark stamped his class all over the race with multiple timings in the top end of the 
result and when you consider the bloodlines of the birds in the race team you begin 
to see why. The two birds that finished in the top 10 are both grandchildren of the 
legendary Southfield Supreme, the 1st International Dax winner for Mark. The 
section topper is a roundabout hen bred from a daughter of South Field Supreme 
paired on to the 2011 NFC Saintes winner, this little lady is packed full of home bred 
national winners, so it is little wonder that she came so close emulating it herself. 
The second of the cavalry rush over the pads to take 4th Section E and 8th open is 
also a tasty prospect, being from a son of Southfield Supreme paired on to a 
daughter of Brockamps Perpignan 06. Mark would like to pass on his congratulations 
to his good friend Eamon Kelly on winning another national. 
 

 
Another Section winner for Mark Gilbert. 
 
Taking the next 2 positions on the top 10 at 3rd and 4th open but having to settle for 
Bridesmaids position with 2nd section F we have the inform loft of Paul Kenny and 
family. This is a real team effort with 3 generations involved in the day to day 
running of the loft and Paul could not race pigeons to this standard without the help 
he receives from the family. Both birds are from M&D Evans stock that is serving the 
loft very well at the moment. The first bird home and over the pad was 1st club from 
Portland two weeks ago against 416 birds and is from the lines of Gaby701,Carla's 
girl and Golden Bliksem. Their second bird is from the lines of Pre Olympic, Davina, 
the Irish cock and Jade. The Kenny team had an excellent race, having sent 8 birds 
and had all of them home on the day in great condition. Paul and his family would 
like to take this opportunity to offer their congratulations to Eamon on a great 



performance, and feel that they don’t mind being beaten by a gentleman. The way 
this loft is flying at the moment a section win might not be too far away. 

 
 
Paul Kenny, 2nd section again!! 
 
 Taking Bridesmaid’s position in Section E and claiming a very respectable 5th Open 
we have the partnership of Malik and Khan, who fly under the name of Ace Lofts. 
The bird that brought the glory in the Ancenis race is a blue yearling cock flown on 
the classic widowhood system. This season he has had 3 inland races at the start of 
season and 6 channel races on the trot. The team then decided to rest him for a 
week and then he was put into Ancenis. He is certainly bred right for classic racing at 
the highest level, being bred from Tipsey who is a son of Marike Vinks Tips when 
paired to Saffiers Ace, a full sister to Dubble Aske of Leo Herman’s who was 
purchased at Blackpool in 2013 at the DE DUIF auction. This section cock was 1st, 
14th and 15th fed running up to this race and definitely had a bit of form about him. 
Ace Lofts would like to congratulate Eamon Kelly on his win, and to say thanks to the 
race team who looked after the birds, they felt it was a good race to be a part of. 



 
 
Ace lofts getting some tips from Daniel Seedwell. 
 
Next up claiming 6th Open and coming out on top in Section B we have the 
partnership of Mr and Mrs Gower. Firstly Mark would like to pass on his 
congratulations to Eamon Kelly on winning the race, his birds have been so 
consistent this year it is fully deserved. The section topper is a blue cheq hen, raced 
on the double widowhood system. She is a Brian Hawes Van Rijn pigeon from a son 
of Gloria’s Lad paired to a daughter of North Dakota, both big winners for Brian. She 
has been a good pigeon for the partnership, winning 3 x 1st against 200 -300 club 
birds & (1 x 1st Fed 1450 birds) from the West Country as a young bird then last year 
she scored from over the channel 2 x 2nd club. 
This year she has been to Carentan with the club my, being the 2nd bird, Exeter 
2nd bird again, BBC Messac 3rd bird, CSCFC Messac, winning 1st sect, 2nd Open 
2,128 birds then the next week to NFC Messac being the 3rd bird and then 2 weeks 
later she was dropped in to Ancenis with the National flying club and came with the 
leaders to be 1st section and 6th open. The loft had 21 from their 22 entries on the 
day, all coming back in good condition apart from the last one at 6.30pm that had 
been attacked by a falcon. Mark would like to mention good friends Andy Parsons & 
Nick Smith who regularly take his birds to marking, help he couldn’t do without. 
Thanks also to the NFC race controlling & convoying teams, not an easy job but first 
class in both areas. 



 
Section winning hen for Mr and Mrs Gower 
We return to Section E again for 7th open and 3rd Section. The loft claiming the glory 
is the Reading loft of Roger Lowe, a man who is definitely no stranger to the top end 
of the results in classic and national racing. Roger had 2 in very quick succession to 
also claim 9th Open and 5TH Section. Roger sent a strong team of 30 widowhood 
cocks to Ancenis and on the afternoon of the race he had I had 4 land on the loft 
together 3 being strays, his 1st bird a 2 year old who is already a winner of 1st 
section 3rd open BICC national LeMans last season. He is of the De Rawbe Sablon 
blood both parents being bred by F and J Vandenheede from a son of Trigger finger x 
granddaughter of Limoges inbred to the dream pair, a half-brother was 2nd fed the 
previous week . 2nd bird over the pad is a yearling bred from THE 02 winner of 1st 
BICC national Guernsey 201,3 being a double granddaughter of rogers ‘little 
diamond’ x million dollar man bred by Andre Roodhooft from his top stock pair. 
Roger had an excellent race, having 27 birds home on the day and 2 waiting in the 
morning and the last one was reported in France. Roger would like to congratulate 
Eamon on a well-deserved win for all the hard work he does for the sport.  
Rounding up the top 10 we stay in Section E, where the Dorking Loft of Colin 
Puddicombe takes the spoils. I have been unable to contact Colin for further details. 
 



 
Roger Lowe having a sit down. 
 
Around the Sections 
Section A  
Topping Section A we have the loft of L Severe. Lou clocked a three year Van Lint 
cock raced on the natural system. The cock himself has been reliable bird, having 
won the Solent Federation as a yearling. This cock likes a certain type of race day to 
shine, and on other days is not up with the pack, Saturday clearly suited him. Lou is 
one of the old school, pairing up on the 14th February and racing the birds dry on 
dummy eggs, and having them on an open hole for the majority of the day. The team 
are now on their third round of eggs, and the cock that came to win the section was 
sitting on 24 day old eggs. The cock was bred by his club mate Rob Hampton who 
breeds Lou a few young birds every year.  



 
 
Crammond and Langstaff. 
 
Claiming the runner up spot is a partnership that is no stranger to success at this 
level, Crammond and Langstaff from Fontwell. This Widowhood cock is a Bosua x 
Van Osch and is a cousin to 2nd sect 7th Open Bicc Poitiers last week. The Sire a Van 
Osch was 1st Open BICC. The Dam is a Bosua who herself was 2nd section BBC young 
bird and she is a full sister to 1st Open NFC Messac. The partnership clocked another 
pigeon 4 minutes later which will be probable 3rd section 18th Open this pigeon is a 
full brother to the first pigeon they clocked, so the conditions on the day clearly 
suited those birds. Ian and Nigel would like to congratulate Eamon Kelly on winning 
the race and Mark Gilbert offering to be the bridesmaid  
 
Section B 
Runner up in section B is the loft of D.E Johnston. I was unable to contact them to 
get information for the report. 
 
Section C 
Top of the pile in this very competitive section is the partnership of Mr and Mrs 
Hodges. This is a loft that has a bit of form around it at the moment as I have already 
written about them this year and we are only 3 weeks in to the programme. The 
pigeon timed is a yearling dark chequer hen , and she was raced on a hen jealousy 
system ( 2 hens to 1 cock ) it must work for her because the previous week from 
Messac she was first club and 5th in the West of England combine where there was 
2,339 birds competing, and this performance booked he ticket to Ancenis. In her 
breeding is the very best of Sheldon Leonard, the sire being a son of 
Universal showman (Janssen) x lady Sisqo from F& J vanedenheede.The dam is a 
Daniel Aeren's from Dirty Harry cross x Dalinea .The Hodges would like to 
congratulate all the section winners and give a big pat on the back to Eamon Kelly on 



not only winning the national but also having the bottle to let them go when most 
would have held well done Eamon. 
 

 
Mr and Mrs Hodges 
 
Runner up in Section C is the loft of PJ Holland. I have been unable to contact them 
in time to get any information. 
 
Section D 
Topping Section D is the partnership of Luscombe and Allen.  
The lads have named their 1st section D winner ‘Richy's gift’, after being given her 
from good friend Richy Elliott of Plymouth who sadly decided to call it a day in 2014. 
Richy was also gifted this hen by Gareth Williams of Fishguard in Wales as a baby she 
is Wildermeersch (Desert Strike ) x Kannibaal lines direct from Van Dyck. 
She was sent to her first ever channel race sitting 16 days and flown on the natural 
system, but all birds are fed like widowhoods with Bamford’s diet mix on return of all 
races until Tuesday and then they are fed Vl Gerry Plus up to Thursday night. Terry 
then adds peanuts and Bamford’s high energy mix to the last feed of the week when 
they can eat as much as they want before going off to the races. 
All birds are forced out of the loft for exercise morning and night no matter what 
they are sitting in the nest, and this keeps them race fit and ready for action. 
The partnership no longer train their birds due to the high population of peregrine 
falcons in the south west, but the birds are sent to inland races in preparation with 
the Plymouth federation, who are transported by the Devon fed, and convoyed by 
Wizz Stevens who is doing an excellent job. 
 



 
Luscombe and Allen, 1st Section D 
Terry and two fellow fanciers from Plymouth visited the loft of G & C cooper two 
year ago. When he left with a late bred that he purchased he was given some sound 
advice from Geoff not to train the birds just make them fly around the loft and keep 
them fit, which has worked for them in the last two seasons. Richy's gift is now 
sitting a two day old young bird in preparation for NFC Saintes. I wish her well. Terry 
and Geoff would like to congratulate Eamon Kelly on winning 1st open NFC, also to 
all other members in the Plymouth clock station, who timed some excellent birds 
flying into a west wind. 
Second section D goes to Ken Ware. Ken flies natural from a small back yard loft and 
keeps about 35 old birds and breeds about 40 youngsters to meet his requirements 
each year. Management is kept simple as possible but he trains regularly. He is 72 
years of age and returned to the sport in 2007 and has been the highest prize winner 
in the Estuary Invitation Flying Club, Exeter for the past four years, so he clearly 
hadn’t lost the knack in his time away from the sport. This is his second year 
competing in the National Flying Club, and his winning bird was the first bird in the 
clock from Fougeres and Messac with the NFC this season. The pigeon was bred by 
his very good friend Chris Stevens of Tipton St. John, Sidmouth, and is a 3 year old De 
Klak dark chequer cock sent sitting 12 day pot eggs. This cock won 3 inland cards as a 
youngsters, was raced lightly as a yearling and won 1st Club Lambelle in 2013. Last 
year at club level he had 2nd Purbeck, 1st Fougeres, 4th Messac, 1st Nort-sur-Erdre 
and raced lightly this season but aimed at the National races.  
 
 



 
Ken Ware with 2nd Section D 
 
Section G  
Taking the bragging rights in Section G from Ancenis we have the successful and 
highly competitive loft of Nigel Templar who races in to the Bristol area. From this 
race Nigel had 2 drop together to take the first two spots. The first bird timed is a 
yearling Mandelartz cock, whose parents were purchased from Nigel’s good friend 
John Gerrard, and bred from last year. This cock was also 2nd club 345 birds earlier 
this season when beaten by a loft mate. Nigel usually sends his yearlings on to the 
Saintes national but with this one he sees a lot of promise and potential for the 
future so he will probably show caution. The second bird that dropped with his loft 
mate is a 2 year old, the sire is from a brother to Rambo bred by Dirk van Dyck 
purchased from R. Whiteside of Bristol, and the dam is of the Gerrit Lahuis Van Dyck 
lines and is sister to two section winners in the N.F.C. and half-sister to another. 
These lines have served Nigel very well at middle distance level in the nationals. 
Nigel would like to say well done to the winners, and N.F.C. for not putting too many 
in the crates when the opportunity allowed. 
 

 
Nigel and his partner holding 1st and 2nd Section G 
 
 



Taking third Section is a loft that is having a fantastic season at national level, and I 
have had the pleasure of contacting him previously this season, Chris Nelmes. Chris 
flies a small team of cocks on the classic widowhood system and his racing year is 
geared around competing with a handful of birds at classic and national level. His 
timer in this race is a 2 year old Janssen based cock who has already drawn blood at 
national level with a provisional 8th Section from Messac two weeks previously.  
Section H 
Top honours in Section H this week goes to Colin Crick and son. The partnership had 
a great race, with 4 pigeons provisionally in the top 10 of the section – and this from 
an entry of only 5 birds. The section topper is a 2011 red cheq Janssen widowhood 
cock who has been consistent at club, federation and combine level. This is the first 
time he has chosen to put his head above the parapet at national level and he has 
done it in style. The cock is bred down from some Herman Beaverdam birds that 
Colin bought at The Old Comrades Show a few years back and these have been 
blended in to the existing Janssen based family they have been cultivating for quite a 
few years. Colin was dubious about getting a good race because of the rain that was 
hanging around but the birds had a different idea. The loft had a great race on a day 
that clearly suited the birds and are no strangers to success at this level having 
topped the Section from Tarbes in 2013. 
Runner up is the ever present Andy Smith, a constant presence at the top of the 
results in any national race. Andy keeps things very simple although he is a very 
complicated man himself. All birds are there to compete in national competitions 
and to this end he is a member of 3 national clubs, so there is no shortage of 
competition for them. The birds compete on a variety of widowhood methods and 
this year Andy is trialling a new feeding system that he saw when he was on a 
camping holiday around Poland last year, he has given me some details but I am 
sworn to secrecy until the end of the season. All I can tell you is that a big part of the 
energy loading in the final feeds involves mashed potatoes and bacon fat. The first 
bird over the pad this week is a Paul Kendall x Breeman. Anyone who has read any of 
the previous reports on Andy will know that these van Breemans are the backbone 
of his lofts and this is reflected in his performances. 

 
Andy Smith and team waiting for the spuds to boil. 
 



 
Section I  
Taking the top prize in my section is the loft of John Hambidge. John is one of the 
most unassuming fanciers you could care to meet and has been consistently and 
phenomenally successful over the past 40 + years at least. John has in the past 
dabbled at National racing, but over the past few years he has taken a much keener 
interest and is now a serious competitor at national level, but he confesses to not 
being a big fan of Tarbes. He races in to the picturesque countryside of Great Tew in 
North East Oxfordshire, and lives on his large farm run farm. Being a farmer has 
brought with it an inate sense of stockmanship and this is reflected in the quality and 
condition of the birds he houses. John has had many families of birds through his 
hands in his time in the sport and they don’t get long to prove their value, if they 
don’t win they don’t stay - a simple but effective approach. A few years ago John 
bought in a team of Brian Denney based birds and it is from one of these pairs that 
the section winner was bred. John has found these to be a very good pair of stock 
birds with quite a few sons being in the race team and making their presence felt. 
True to his philosophy the parents of the section winner are the only remaining birds 
of the original Denney birds as the rest failed to stand up to the test. 
John usually flies just widowhood with a team of cocks but as with all top fliers he 
will experiment. In the past he has flown some very good hens and has a few 
yearling hens that are being raced on a form of celibate/sliding door system 
alongside his team of yearling cocks. 

 
John Hambidge holding his section topper 
Taking runner up spot in Section I is T .Reilly, but I have been unable to contact them 
for any information. 
Section J 
Claiming top spot in Section J we have the loft of Dean Hill. As it turns out this is a 
real family affair with Dean’s son David (Sam) being the fourth generation to race 
pigeons. The family have been racing pigeons for approximately 60 years. Dean’s 
grandad, Dave Hill started the sport/hobby and passed his love of pigeons to Dean’s 
father John Hill who is now 70 years old. Over the last 15 years they have 
predominantly flown the Wildemeersch breed of pigeon, focussing on water races 
200-400 miles, doing well in club, fed and open races. This cock that has won this 
section race from Ancenis has only flown over the channel twice, but this hasn’t held 



him back. The Hill family fly as long term club members of Wolverhampton Flying 
Club and Coseley Flying Club and competed happily at club and federation level. In 
2012 Dean was unfortunately diagnosed with cancer of the laryx and then had to 
have an operation in January 2013 to remove his voicebox. During this difficult time 
the family continued to fly in the local clubs and the Midlands Continential Classic, 
however it had always been Dean’s passion to become a member of the National 
Flying Club and compete against the best flyers in the country. Dean decided to join 
the National Flying Club in 2014 to test the birds on a different stage against another 
level of competition and it is working out quite well for them. In their first NFC 
season in 2014 they had two good races – Carentan 19th open (3rd section) and 
Cholet 53rd open (11th section). During the 2015 season they have had a good run 
topping the Wolverhampton fed race from Carentan. In the NFC Fougeres 123rd open 
(15th section), Messac 34th open (4th section) and 51st open (6th section).And now in 
only their second season of competing they have topped the competitive Section J. 
Dean would like to take this opportunity of thanking all of his family and friends for 
all their support over these last few tough years. He can’t tell you how happy he is to 
have won the section with one of his birds, this has been his all-time goal in the 
hobby he loves. Let’s hope it’s the first of many for the Hill family! They would like to 
pass on their congratulations to all section winners and the overall winner.  

 
Dean Hill and Son. 
In second spot we have the loft of Booth and Roper. John and Trevor are constantly 
competing for top honours in the national and classic races and have put together a 
team of birds that are not letting them down. It was wonderful for the partnership to 
see their first bird from Ancenis was TJ who has provisionally taken 2nd section J for 
the second time after his performance in the Fougeres race, when he was 2nd 
section, 27th open, this time 34th open. Both races he did not have the wind in his 
favour so has done well to attain these good open positions. This was his last race for 
the season and has now been paired to his hen. They are hoping he will come back 
next year to try to win the section. The partnership have taken 2nd section J three 
times in the last four NFC races. On Saturday they won their 11th club race of the 



season and have just had it confirmed that they have topped the Heart of England 
Federation as well….top flying at all levels from a team who are clearly on the boil. 

 
Booth and Roper holding TJ Sportview 
Section K  
Members in this section saw their birds having to dodge some very heavy rain to get 
home and as I said earlier these birds were amongst those that had to put in an extra 
shift. Topping the section on a trying day is the past national winning loft of Ron and 
Nigel Dennett. The Dennett boys have carved out a bit of a reputation for racing a 
cracking team of hens and on a day when they had to dig deep the girls did not let 
them down. They had 2 birds very close together and the second will figure very high 
up in the section. The topper herself is a bit tasty, being a half-sister of their ‘sparrow 
hen’ who has been a phenomenal bird for them. This cheq w/f hen also carries a 
distinctive white tail feather which helps them to identify her as she is bombing in to 
land. She was dripping wet when she homed, having encountered one of the 
thundery showers that were lurking about the north end of the country. However, 
she really wanted home and opted to come through it rather than around it. She has 
a bit of previous form having topped the fed from Le Mans and in the run up to this 
race was 35th open from one of the MNFC races. The Dennett boys had 5 on the 
night and another 4 home before 6.00 the next morning- they had been beaten by 
the rain on the night. Ron said he never worries about the birds being on the NFC 
transporter as he has never had birds return in better condition from any other 
organisation… praise indeed, I shall pass it on Ron. 
Taking 2nd Section is the new boy on the block in the NFC management committee - 
Phil Curtis flying as P Curtis and Son. The bird they timed is a 2yo late bred Blue Cheq 
hen flown on Roundabout. As a yearling she had a few inland races and then this 
year she had Carentan with the Northern Classic and then a fortnight later went to 
Messac with the NFC, hopefully gaining a bit of experience along the way. She is bred 
from a cock from Mark Gilbert, a grandson of Southfield Supreme and Perpignan 06 



when paired with a daughter of Paul Kendal’s Litton Glory 1st NFC Tarbes when 
paired to a daughter of Morning Glory 2 x 2nd NFC Pau. This hen was purchased 
from the NFC sale. Feeding is Van Robaeys (got to promote one of our sponsors). The 
hen came back in excellent condition although very wet, having met with a bit of 
rain. Her ½ brother was their second bird, provisionally 5th section bred from the 
same sire but paired to a daughter of Brian Denneys Charm 5th open Tarbes. Both 
birds may go back to Saintes, an idea that Phil is playing with at the moment. The 
team got 3 out of 11 on the day with another 3 early next morning and that was it up 
to sending in their details. The loft, like all of the top end birds, had a tough race with 
the weather not clearing until 7 o’clock. Phil would like to pass on his congratulations 
to Eamon and is looking forward to the bottle of Bollinger at the dinner. Phil, if you 
saw the photo I have in my inbox of him celebrating last week you would be careful 
what you wish for…my eyes are in counselling after seeing it!!! 
Section L 
Topping the long flying Section L was a loft that can be relied on when the chips are 
down – Green and Barber of Bury. The loft clocked a bird that was bred for this type 
of day and his ancestry never let him down. His sire is bred down from a very good 
Tony Merrick cock that has been very good to the loft over the years, and has left a 
dynasty of winners behind. The dam is a hen called Sylvia’s girl, a top racer for 
George and his former partner Ken Barber and won amongst others the Eccles two 
bird club. Sylvia’s Girl is in turn bred from a pair of Staf Dusardyn birds that 
originated from Gordon Rigg who flies a good distance bird in to Congleton. This pair 
became known as The Golden pair and were prolific at producing section and open 
performers at the distance, with George estimating that they are responsible for at 
least 8 section winners at national level into Lancashire. A sister of this cock has been 
out of Saintes with the NFC 3 times on the night from 4 attempts, not bad at that 
sort of distance and her positions were 2nd /8th and 10th Section L. An aunt of the 
section winner was 1st section from Bordeaux on the night at 606 miles, so when all 
things are considered it is little wonder that the cock popped up on such a trying day 
to take the top honours. These birds have produced a family of hard day birds that 
the partnership can rely on, and they thrive in races were the velocities are below 
1200 ypm – they will fly all day in these conditions. The section winner was flown on 
widowhood and has now been repaired with the intention of stopping him for the 
season as George told me you need to look to the future.  
Second Section L is George Bowyer, I was unable to contact him in time to put 
information in the report. 
Right then folks that’s it for me. I am off to get my young birds in for the night. If you 
have been missed off the report please contact me and I will include you in my next 
race report. 
In conclusion, I need to apologise to Pete Howson, the car winner from Messac. All 
the way through the race report I referred to him as Andy, not sure why but I must 
have had him mixed up with someone else when I was doing the report. 
Good luck at Saintes and bring on Tarbes!!! 
As always, I am on 01926 817796 or weebu@hotmail.com. 
Drew Callan  
NFC PO. 
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