Tarbes Grand National 2007

Another Grand National has come and gone … and just in the nick of time with H5N1 being confirmed this week in NE France. Quite what a few sick swans has got to do with pigeons, when the greater weight of scientific opinion aggress that pigeons can neither contract this wretched virus nor pass in onwards to humans and/or the food chain, is beyond me and fellow mortal fanciers. Hey Ho!

Les Parkinson and Cameron Stansfield have done their usual excellent job of collating information about the leading open and section winners, this report looks beneath the skin of the open and section results to find some very consistent pigeons. There are some real corkers!

Normally I wouldn’t bother with a pigeon already covered in glory for winning 1st Open, as generally such pigeons don’t have too many prior NFC performances on the record. I’m thrilled to say that this year’s Grand National winner, ‘Any Distance’ flown by Derek Human, is the epitome of consistency and quality.  

· Tarbes was her NINTH clocking with the NFC

· It was her SECOND section win 

· (previously Chale OH 2006)

· It was her FOURTH top 100 open position

· 71st Open Pau 2004

· 70th Open Bordeaux 2006

· 16th Open Chale OH 2006

· She now wins a coveted Certificate of Merit for THREE times being in the Top 100 of the Open in the longest old bird race

As you can see she is perfectly named winning good positions from 184 miles up to 540 miles. Well done Derek, not just for winning 1st Open, but for keeping this Hen in top racing condition year after year. The perceived wisdom seems to be that she must have made it back to the UK on the day of liberation … how else could you rationalise her early clocking at 06:11:59. Now onto some of the other pigeons in the provisional result.

· In provisional 8th Open 4th Section L we find Bowler & Toms with, like Derek Human, a 5yo that was a previous winner of 41st Open 1st Section L from Dax 2005.

· In provisional 22nd Open 10th Section L we find J G Rigg with a 3yo that was a previous winner of 20th Open 7th Section L from Saintes 2006.

· In provisional 30th Open 11th Section L we find Ken Roane with a 6yo that was a previous winner of 133rd Open 7th Section L from Bordeaux 2006.

· In provisional 33rd Open 12th Section L we find J G Rigg with a 4yo that was a previous winner of 114th Open 3rd Section L from Bordeaux 2006.

· In provisional 34th Open 5th Section I we find M Brindley with a 5yo that was a previous winner of 107th Open 10th Section I from Saintes 2006.

· In provisional 43rd Open 2nd Section G we find Chris Howse with a 4yo that was a previous winner of 36th Open 9th Section G from Dax 2005 AND 51st Open 4th Section G Saintes 2006. Wow!

· In provisional 73rd Open 6th Section G we find Brian Sheppard with a 3yo being clocked for the FIFTH time including 102nd Open 13th Section G from St Malo 2006.

· In provisional 84th Open 4th Section H we find W Vance with a 3yo being that was previously 5th Section H from St Nazaire 2006.

· In provisional 85th Open 2nd Section F we find Ernie Smith & Darren Baker with a 5yo being clocked for the SEVENTH time including positions of 241st, 98th, 135th, 52nd, and 154th Open. Nigel Langstaff had alerted me to this pigeon BEFORE the Tarbes race so it was very much on my current radar … and here it is popping up again! This pigeon is a proper machine!

· In provisional 94th Open 4th Section A we find R Nash with a 4yo that was a previous winner of 2nd Open 1st Section A from Bordeaux 2006. Now, this is interesting, if this pigeon remains within the Top 100 of the FINAL result it will be on target for a Certificate of Merit next year. Similarly, in provisional 96th Open 3rd Section B we find Edward ‘Bomber’ Mellis with a 4yo that was a previous winner of 9th Open 1st Section B from Bordeaux 2006. So fingers crossed for these two!

That’s it for now …

Paul O’Leary

