Narbonne International 
… new light through old windows
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They say, don't they, that most people can remember where they were and what they were doing on 22nd November 1963 when US President John Fitzgerald Kennedy was shot dead in Dallas. Perhaps some of our older readers will have their memory instantly jogged by this reminder? Well, I was only 1yo then so I sadly have no recollection of that piece of history. Nor, unfortunately, was I cognisant of England's sole glorious World Cup win in 1966 when football was all about athleticism and passion rather than money and diving. 
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But I do have a distinct and glorious memory of the events of Dax International flown on 5th July 2003 when, shortly after 7pm, whilst browsing on www.pipa.be to see how many pigeons had been making it up to Northern France and Belgium, news flashed up on the National Flying Club's own website that Brian Sheppard had clocked a pigeon (later to be named “Legend”) that was quite clearly beating the early timers on the Continent ... against all my expectations. A tingle of excitement shot right through my body as [image: image4.emf]

the reality of a UK fancier finally winning an International race hit home! Just 42 minutes later, and flying 7 miles further, Richard Green & Anna Crowley timed in their ace pigeon “Brimstone” to take 2nd International 2nd UK in the race. It’s worth remembering that a further five fabulous pigeons were timed on the winning day to the lofts of Barry Corbin, Alan Holdaway, Graham Buck, James & Smith, and R Owers.
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Now I had previously sent to one or two Internationals, without any success, but the 2003 Dax International completely fired my imagination for it clearly set the new Gold Standard against which all future wins in any club or competition would be measured. No longer would it be considered good enough simply to be 1st UK Section when it was plain to see that a realistic aspiration was 1st International beating all the best fanciers across Europe.

Of course this may have been a flash-in-the-pan result and the only way to test that theory is to keep sending to see whether or not the result could be replicated. Well we didn’t have to wait too long to find further evidence that British fanciers were up to the International mark as just one year later Mark Gilbert repeated the feat for the UK with his “Southfield Supreme”, Brian Sheppard this time taking 2nd International 2nd UK. Those to Dax races remain the only two outright wins in International races ever recorded by British fanciers though Dave Posey did incredibly well to win the Hens International in 2004 with “Dave’s Girl”. Since then, perhaps coinciding with the withdrawal of the National Flying Club from the International scene and the abandonment of Dax as an Inernational race point, the UK has not been close to a win and the big question must be "Will the UK ever win an International race again?" 

Well, to further facilitate the participation and endeavours of UK fanciers in the International race arena, there will be an OPEN RACE (RPRA Licence SO/10/09) for the Narbonne International to be flown on 25th July 2009. The Narbonne International, organised by the Cureghem Centre and flown by 12220 pigeons last year, is a full Old Bird International with a separate Hens result also being produced. 

Narbonne has been part of the International race program for some time but, curiously, hasn’t been flown by UK fanciers for many years. To give you an idea about your flying distance for Narbonne, it is approximately 550 miles to parts of the South Coast of England and is roughly on a line that would take you through Toulouse/Perpignan and then on to Barcelona. Now I'm not about to suggest that a UK fancier will win the Narbonne International in this first year ... that would be the stuff of dreams. But I can be absolutely categorical in stating that we have no chance of winning if the UK is not even competing! 

The UK does perhaps have better potential for winning an International where the race point lies in the SW of France e.g. Dax, Pau, and Tarbes. The 2003 and 2004 Dax Internationals are historic proof of that fact. Some of the other International race points, such as Narbonne, are much more Easterly in location and the challenge for the Narbonne pigeons is to find their way out of the Bay of Lions hemmed in by the Pyrenees, the Alps and the Massive Central. But you know there have been some very good pigeons timed from Perpignan in the past so there’s every hope that Narbonne will yield the same dividend.

I have been extremely fortunate to enlist the assistance and support from John Clements and Russell Bradford, and their input to the structure and administration of the race has already proved invaluable. As with all things in life, money seems makes things happen faster than goodwill. Cash had to be found pretty quickly to finance and guarantee the Narbonne International Open Race and it was John Clements who conceived the idea of a phone-in auction of pigeons donated by ten of the leading International and National lofts in UK and Belgium. This auction was held over the weekend of 4th/5th April and raised an average of £157/pigeon with the total amount of £1570 matching the requirements and expectations of the race organisers. We are greatly indebted to each of the ten benefactors, without whose generosity and support this Open Race could simply not have been staged. Here’s a list of the Auction Lots and what they raised:-

· Lot1 - Brian Sheppard 


£350

· Lot2 - Patrick Bros 


£130

· Lot3 - Madame Deweerdt & Sons 
£270

· Lot4 - Mr & Mrs J Peters 


£130

· Lot5 - Trevor Robinson 


£100

· Lot6 - Crowley & Green 


£100

· Lot7 - Geoff & Catherine Cooper 

£200

· Lot8 - Wearn Bros 


£75

· Lot9 - Dennis Ford 


£75

· Lot10 - Mark Gilbert 


£140

An advert for the Open Race has now been published. Already there are firm offers of five marking stations (Stockport, Whitstable, Northampton, Horndean, Basildon). However more will be needed, placed strategically around the UK. Anyone interest in running a full marking station and/or meeting up with the transporter at selected motorway service stations should contact us at the earliest opportunity. Like as we might we cannot put a marking station in everyone’s back garden with the unfortunate consequence that some fanciers will of course have a greater journey than others to make it to a marking station. We have engaged Diane Bonney to collect and convoy pigeons between Stockport and Dover picking up at selected points along the preferred route.

The race itself it will be broken into 13 Sections conforming exactly to RPRA regions. What this will do is provide absolute clarity for the race organisers and competing fanciers alike. If you are not an RPRA member then you will simply need to find out in advance what region your loft resides. Clocks will be able to be set at any RPRA club subject to the usual RPRA rules regarding including the minimum number of members in attendance.

Another break-from-the-norm for this race is that there will just Section pools. This means that anything you invest on your pigeons will only be competed for by other fanciers and pigeons within your RPRA Region giving you a better chance of a return for your outlay. The Pools will be £2, £5, £10, and £20 with a £5 single bird nomination. In addition there will be two £5 two-bird average pools. The first 2-bird pool will take each fancier’s first two timed pigeons whereas the second 2-bird pool will require the fancier to nominate two of his entries from their list. Both two-bird Pools will be winner-take-all.

We have recently received a £100 prize, generously donated by Brian Noon, for the fancier achieving the best 2-bird average flying in excess of 725 miles. Additionally, Derek Partridge will provide £100 plus a Trophy for best velocity over 700 miles. These are of course encouraging signs that the Narbonne Open Race is stirring the imagination of distance enthusiasts. It would be great to get sponsored ‘specials’ for each of the 13 regions and I would invite potential sponsors to contact us to discuss how they can get involved in the race.

It’s worth re-iterating that what’s being organised here is an OPEN race in the truest sense of the words. No boundaries, no affiliations, no payments in advance, and especially no politics! Just turn up at your preferred marking station with all the correct forms completed (downloadable soon from www.pbosolutions.co.uk) and take your chances in one of the biggest races staged in Europe this year.

For more information of any kind, especially if you are interested in setting up marking station, then please contact Russell, Paul, or John:-

	Name
	Telephone
	E-Mail

	Russell Bradford
	01933-410322
	russellabradford@btinternet.com

	Paul O’Leary
	07817-776720
	poleary72@hotmail.com

	John Clements
	0161-483-6958
	europigeon@ntlworld.com


“Will the UK ever win an International race again?”





“… we have no chance if the UK is not even competing!”





Southfield Supreme


1st International Dax 2004





Brimstone


2nd International Dax 2003





Brian Sheppard … surely the UK’s finest International competitor








