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Good afternoon folks, 

As I write these notes it is a soft, cool spring 

afternoon with the hope and promise of a 

bit more sunshine to come. It is also 

Mother’s Day, so I hope that you all 

remembered to find the time to show your 

mum some appreciation and thanks for the 

role she has played in your life as she won’t 

be around forever. The clear blue skies and 

sunshine of the past few days has seen 

many people blow the cobwebs off the 

training baskets and venture down the road 

with the old bird team in readiness for the 

kick-off of the 2015 season which will only 

be 3 weeks away by the time you read this.  

Personally, I am a bit of a way off this yet, 

having just paired the racers on Tuesday, 

with the current plan being to let them sit 

out a dry round and then on to roundabout. 

Although to be honest I was toying with the 

idea of letting them rear a single youngster 

but I feel I may have left it too late for that. 

The two best 600 mile men in the country 

have 2 differing approaches to this, with 

one adamant that they need to rear to 

bond to the box and the other adamant 

that it doesn’t make any difference and 

letting his team sit out a pair of dummy 

eggs, so we will see what happens. At 

present I am thinking of letting them sit out 

the eggs and then getting them on 

roundabout, or the chaos version of it, and 

getting a bit of polish on them for the racing 

season. 

Right, some housekeeping to kick off with. 

Could all members please ensure that their 

fees are paid before the 1st of April, as this 

allows us to get you the racing handbook 

posted out at the earliest opportunity. As it 

stands now we are aiming for a mid-April 

posting, so if you want to be in the first 

round of posting make sure you have 

forwarded your fees to the secretary. Each 

year we have members who do not receive 

the handbook and most of the time this is 

due to them having forgotten to pay their 

fees. Believe me it is easily done. Last 

season I forgot to pay my fees to one of the 

specialist clubs I belong to and it was only 

when I queried not having received my 

handbook did I realise I hadn’t actually paid 

my fees!! So, if you are sitting in May with 

no handbook please check whether you 

have paid up, as this may be the reason 

nothing has come your way. I have 

witnessed fanciers turning up at marking 

stations with birds but not the current or 

correct entry sheets complaining that no 

one has bothered to send them the new 



 

 

ones when in fact they have not paid their 

fees. Don’t be that person. 

Also, if you use the website to electronically 

enter your birds then please log on to it in 

the next week or two to check that your log 

in is valid. Each season we have fanciers 

who have a problem with logging on or 

remembering their password. This can be 

rectified quite easily, but it is easier to do 

this now rather than finding out on the 

Sunday night prior to the race. If you do find 

yourself in a situation where, through 

technical difficulties, you are struggling to 

enter online then I suggest that you contact 

your section representative on the 

committee (or the nearest section to you) 

tell them how many you want to send and 

through which marking station and then 

email this information to Sid and then get 

the paper entry form sent off by 1st class 

post. This should allow you to enter your 

birds. The critical information we need is 

the number of birds at each marking station 

before the crates get dropped off. We will 

try as hard as we can to get your birds on 

the transporter - we all need to work 

together to achieve this. 

We have recently had an auction of young 

birds from a range of the best lofts 

currently competing within the NFC, and 

the response from fanciers has been 

phenomenal. I know our chairman Mick 

McGrevy has already thanked both the 

donors and the buyers, but I would like to 

reiterate it here. The committee would like 

to thank each and every one of you who has 

been involved in making the auction a 

success and fanciers responded to the 

opportunity to buy the best bloodlines 

competing at national level in Britain today. 

I hope that you have a rub of luck with your 

purchases. 

Final bit of housekeeping from me. 

Chichester marking station has for many 

years been run efficiently by Brian Reeves, 

but Brian retired from the post at the end of 

last season. I have been contacted by Dave 

Farr to tell me that he has stepped up to 

the mark and has taken on the role of I/C 

for Chichester marking station. I have no 

doubt that he will be well supported by an 

army of willing helpers, and it is good news 

for the NFC members in the area, so thank 

you Dave. The details will be in the 

handbook, but for those of you who like to 

be the first to know then the details are as 

follows: 

I/C Dave Farr (01243 827718) 

Sidlesham Football Club 

Sidlesham 

Chichester 

Access is via the main Selsey Road entrance. 

Marking will be between 3.30 and 5.00PM 

on the appointed race marking days. Could I 

remind all fanciers who will use the station, 

or any station for that matter, that any help 

will be appreciated especially when loading 

the baskets on the transporter. Remember 

that many hands make light work.  

One last thing, I have attached a photo of a 

fancier in my section called Max Hawthorn. 

Max does things differently to most fanciers 

and does it flying to one of the smallest set 

ups imaginable. Despite all this Max picked 

up two trophies at the 2014 NFC 

presentation, and what’s more these 

trophies were competed for out of Tarbes. 

Max had a dream race out of Tarbes in a 

very difficult race which saw many fanciers 

failing to record an arrival. Max has 

developed a family of birds that thrive on 

hard races and they have to sort themselves 

out very quickly as Max is not a member of 



 

 

any domestic club and does not send birds 

as trainers either. All his birds are privately 

trained from the young bird stage and the 

only time they are in a basket with other 

birds is when they are competing for 

honours in national and classic racing. I am 

planning a visit soon to get more details on 

how Max manages the birds and what 

drives him to follow this solitary path when 

it would be so much easier and cheaper to 

use domestic club racing to get fitness on 

the birds. In the photo he is holding two of 

the birds that scored out of Tarbes in 2014 

and is flanked by two of his grandchildren. 

Max gives hope to anyone who wants to 

compete at the top in distance racing. He 

will be the first to admit that it is not easy 

competing with a small team, but it’s not 

impossible. 

Until next time, take care with the pre 

season training and good luck with racing in 

2015. As always I am on 01926 817796 or 

weebu@hotmail.com. 

Drew Callan 

NFC PO 

 

 

 

 

 

Max Hawthorn with grandchildren. 
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