
 

 

NFC NEWS 

By Drew Callan 
 

Sticking your head above the parapet – 

Lourens Londt 

In and around the area of the West 

Midlands where I live it is fair to say that 

there is not a widespread thriving tradition 

of competing at National and Classic level. 

Granted, there have been a range of 

remarkable results put up by fanciers in the 

area including winning nationals, but on the 

whole it the same group of fanciers each 

year who seek competition at national level. 

It has been said by fanciers from outside of 

the area that West Midlands fanciers are 

spoilt for choice when it comes to racing 

and they have a range of open and 

specialist races that they can have a go at, 

and they are surrounded by strong 

federations that still provide healthy 

competition across the Channel. With this 

in mind, it is possible to pick out the new 

kids on the block at national level in the 

area and the fact that they will probably be 

competing in section I of the National Flying 

Club – which is my section – means that I 

will be more likely to notice their 

performances.  

Over the past 3 years I have noticed a new 

name appearing at the top end of the result 

in section I and  my interest was piqued 

when the loft in question – Lourens Londt – 

gained his first section scalp in the difficult 

Young Bird national last September. In this 

race the birds had to work hard and for 

reasons not fully understood the birds 

found it a real struggle to make it in to the 

centre of the country and there was no 

rhyme nor reason to how the race unfolded, 

as can be illustrated by the fact that the 

winner of the neighbouring section H was 

located in Leiston, 3 miles from the Suffolk 

coast and was flown by Roger Strowger.  

 

Lourens holding his young bird Section I winner. 

Lourens certainly picked the right race to 

show his credentials, and this reflected a 

loft in form as he had won the Federation 

from Carentan the weekend before and had 

another couple close up behind in the result. 

His intention was to put the same team 
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back in to the young bird national but 

couldn’t send the first three home from the 

Federation race as he needed to get them 

verified and wasn’t sure when this would 

have taken place, so he sent what he 

thought was a weaker team to the young 

bird national, but he obviously had 

confidence in them and this was rewarded. 

So, what of the man behind the results? 

Lourens cut his baby teeth racing alongside 

his father Neville in Rhodesia some 42 years 

ago. The partnership proved to be a fruitful 

one with Lourens winning the ‘Best Junior’ 

award after just 2 years of an 

apprenticeship when 2 brothers came and 

topped the federation from a 200 mile race. 

When Lourens relocated to South Africa in 

the early 80s the stabilisers came off the 

bicycle and he was to have to go it alone, 

but with a kit of young birds provided by his 

dad containing all their successful 

bloodlines. Later again he and his young 

family relocated to Birmingham as Lourens 

wanted a better quality of life and more 

opportunities for his children. As with all 

fanciers, it wasn’t long before he was 

scouting around the local area and knocking 

on the doors of pigeon fanciers and visiting 

the local clubs. Lourens was quickly back in 

the game and he started to gather up a 

decent set of results racing at club and 

federation level. But he found the racing in 

the UK to be markedly different to what he 

had experienced in Rhodesia and South 

Africa - it was different weather, race 

distances and programmes and the fanciers 

had a different approach and mentality to 

the sport – and not all of it pleasant. The 

end result was that Lourens wasn’t getting 

the same pleasure out of the game and the 

birds went in the late 1990s.  

 

The restart in 2010 after exchanging emails 

with an old work colleague and pigeon 

fancier from South Africa named Andrew 

Houpe who was now living in Milton Keynes 

saw a different focus to the sport. This time 

Lourens had a definite game plan with 

expected outcomes, and this put the fire 

back in his belly for success.  The most 

significant change in approach was the 

determination to stick his head above the 

parapet and to look for success above and 

beyond local club level, and most 

importantly to aim to achieve that success. 

With this in mind Louren sought out the 

best competition in the West Midlands to 

test his birds against. In a short period of 

time he was competing in the Heart Of 

England and Tamworth Federations, The 

Super Club, The Anchor open races and The 

prestigious Teurlings Gold Ring race. 

Lourens wasn’t afraid to mix in these circles 

and quickly accrued a set of results that 

hinted at bigger and better things, and I 

think most importantly these results gave 

Lourens the confidence to keep doing what 

he was doing. He sought out competition at 

the next level up and joined the National 

Flying Club to allow him the opportunity to 

test his team against the best. Situated as 

he is in the centre of section I there were no 

favours to be gained from wind speed or 

direction on a race day and it would be the 

skills of the fancier and the quality of the 

birds alone that would, and as anyone who 

competes regularly at national level knows 

there is no place to hide on race days: your 

results – or lack of them- are there for all to 

see and comment on. It would appear that 

the decision to move up a gear and 

compete regularly at national level was a 

smart and wise one. In the few attempts 

that the Londt loft has had at national 

competition they have managed to claim a 
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few section and open prizes through to 

Saintes. Lourens also entered a small team 

in at Tarbes last year and must be happy 

with his returns in what was probably the 

hardest Tarbes race in the past 10 years. 

With regards to this race Lourens has the 

philosophical outlook that you find in 

committed distance men, he sees it as a 

good learning experience for the birds and 

looks on the positive aspect of there now 

being birds in the loft who have competed 

from 600+ miles and are there to have 

another go this year. 

 

The old and young bird racing loft. 

The corner stone to the current run of 

success is thorough planning, from the 

breeding, through to the health and feeding 

of the team. Lourens has established a 

family that was initially based around 2 

cocks – a Janssen based cock and a Staf Van 

Reet bird. These are extensively bred from 

and their bloodlines underpin the lofts 

success at federation and national level. 

Alongside these, Lourens has also 

deliberately purchased a Jim Biss cock with 

an eye to the future and to shore up his 

performances at 550 + miles. This Biss cock 

is an absolute belter and I offered to fight 

Lourens for him, but he politely declined!! 

The approach to breeding is methodical and 

long term, and it is reaping rewards. To 

reflect this, Lourens has recently brought in 

a few distance based birds from Ireland that 

he is patiently nursing along before 

incorporating them in to the existing 

bloodlines in the loft. 

Lourens is limited for space in his garden 

and his well-designed and self-built loft is 

testament to the maxim that necessity is 

the mother of invention. As you will see 

from the photo, the whole outfit that 

Lourens has to work with is compact, but no 

space is wasted and the interior of the loft 

has a number of sections that can be easily 

altered in shape and size to meet the 

changing needs of the inmates as the 

season progresses. The loft allows him to 

compete using a roundabout system, which 

doubles your team size if you are limited for 

space. But more importantly, the hens are 

the backbone of this loft and in my opinion 

were a class above the cocks, so it’s just as 

well they are getting raced.  

The health of the birds is maintained by a 

routine healthcare plan that is rigorously 

adhered to 365 days a year, and your eyes 

and hands tell you the plan works as the 

inmates were sparkling when I visited. The 

thinking here is maintaining a high level of 

health and general wellbeing rather than 

trying to achieve it in a rush in the run up to 

racing starting. 

Lourens is a man with a clear game plan 

that he maintains with a clear, precise 

vision and course of action. He has made 

the brave decision to chase glory at national 

level, and this can be a lonely and 

frustrating path. However, he has drawn on 

the skills he has acquired in the 42 years 

since his dad introduced him to pigeon 

racing and he has developed a strong 

friendship with Cliff Saunders who is 

another successful national flyer. Through 

this friendship Lourens will acknowledge 
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that he has benefited from Cliffs advice and 

guidance especially as he has moved up to 

competing at national level. Lourens would 

like to publicly thank his long suffering wife 

Jeannette, and he is honest in admitting 

that it would be very difficult to be 

successful at all without her daily support 

and assistance. She is central in helping to 

train the birds and in helping around the 

loft when Lourens is on an awkward shift. 

He assures me a massive bouquet of 

flowers, wine and chocolates will be 

winging their way to Jeannette very soon. I 

have no doubt that Lourens has the skill set 

and focus to continue to succeed at this 

level of competition, and any time spent in 

his company will illustrate the passion that 

he has again for the sport, and this can only 

help to fuel his dreams and goals over the 

coming years. 

NFC Housekeeping 

Just a few bits of information to pass on to 

members before the season kicks off. Firstly, 

for those of you who use Alveley marking 

station, time has caught up with a few 

members who have helped out here in the 

past. As a result the station is now 

struggling to have enough members to help 

load the crates on to the transporter. If you 

can help at all then please let Ray Scrivens 

the Alveley I/C know as soon as possible. 

Secondly, at the recent committee meeting 

we had a frank and honest discussion with 

one of the team who runs our website. This 

allowed the committee to express the 

concerns and frustrations that members 

have when the website experiences 

problems during the season. We have 

identified areas where improvements will 

be made and it is hoped that members will 

see the benefits in the season ahead. 

Finally, the handbook has now gone to the 

printers and will hopefully be with members 

in the next week or so. Can I ask that when 

you get your book you check the basketing 

times at the marking station you use in case 

there have been alterations from last 

season.  

That’s it from me, take care with your 

yearlings as they are your future. As always, 

I am on 01926 817796 and 

weebu@hotmail.com 

Drew Callan 

NFC PO. 
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