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By Norman Dixon 
 

The race point for the Scottish Central 

Federation’s third race of the season was 

changed this year to try and avoid an area 

around the North East of England just 

below Newcastle that has become a bit of a 

‘Bermuda Triangle’ for Scottish Racing 

Pigeons. We have had the occasional really 

bad race from a number of locations in that 

area and because of this the Federation 

decided to move a little bit across the 

country to Appleby to a more central line 

home and yet still maintain a race from 

about the 100 mile mark. It seemed to work 

and in fact with a very strong east wind 

blowing across the country, although some 

people had thought it would blow the birds 

way over into the west before they turned 

back east, that didn’t appear to happen 

either and we seemed to have had a better 

race and returns than some of the 

Federations who stayed on the traditional 

Easterly route. Maybe being on the other 

side of the Cumbrian / North of England 

Hills helped the birds to turn into the wind 

quicker or maybe just like a lot of things 

with Pigeon Racing we got lucky. You never 

know.  

The 1,243 Federation Racing Pigeons were 

released at 08:45 hours on Saturday 2nd 

May into a southeast wind and we were on 

for what was anticipated to be another fast 

race. Alan May from Bo’ness timed the 

winning pigeon at 10.33.20 for 106 miles 

1144 yards to record a velocity of 1732.405. 

Alan’s winner is a Busschaert Yearling hen 

raced on roundabout. The hen was very 

lightly raced as a young bird last year, only 

having Stobs Camp and Otterburn before 

being put aside for the winter. The 

Federation topper was obtained for Alan by 

his brother John and it’s big thanks from 

Alan to John for getting him in another 

winner. 2nd and 3rd Federation was Alan’s 

club mate Martin Brown, then Alan timed 

another for 4th just in front of Jim Smith a 

new Bo’ness member who I believe may 

have been winning his first Central 

Federation Prize ticket. John McNeill won 

Broxburn as he timed two to break up the 

Bo’ness domination of the race at 6th and 

7th position just in front of Rab Henderson 

of Bo’ness who was 8th Federation. Jim 

Smith timed his second bird on the result 

for 9th and John McNeill then timed 

another two quick birds for 10th and 11th 

Federation.  

Around the Clubs 

At Bo’ness it was Federation winner Alan 

May 1st and 4th with Martin Brown 2nd 



NEWS FROM BALERNO 
 

 

and 3rd. Broxburn had John McNeill taking 

at least the first five places. At East Calder 

Racing Pigeon Club Colin McCreight took 

the first four. At Newbridge I timed a 

Yearling Grizzle John Mellor, Roland Janssen 

Cock to win just in front of Alec Cockburn 

who was 2nd and 3rd followed by Mr. and 

Mrs. Forest who were 4th. Pumpherston 

Premier was won by A Gowans & Son in 

front of Agnes McLeish who was 2nd and 

3rd with A Gowans and Son timing a second 

bird for 4th. Winchburgh saw Henry 

Borthwick win at 12th Federation closely 

followed by Mark Doran with Ally Hogg 3rd 

and 4th.  

Every year the Bo’ness Club holds an Open 

race for Fanciers in the Central Scotland 

area on the May Day Bank Holiday. Kate 

Manger the Bo’ness Club Secretary does a 

great job in organizing the event that has 

become a standard fixture within the 

Pigeon Racing calendar. This year just over 

700 Pigeons were entered and sent to 

Otterburn. On Monday 4th May the birds 

were liberated and Paul Morrison from the 

Winchburgh Club was first and second 

winning £50:00 in Prize money, £22.10 in 

pools and a flat screen TV. Not a bad lift 

early in the season. Peter Keogh also from 

Winchburgh Club was 3rd, 4th and 5th 

picking up £92:00 in pools and also gaining 

£50 in prize money. Martin Brown and Jose 

Johnstone from Bo’ness were 6th and 7th 

with P ward and Alec Cockburn 8th and 9th. 

P Ward timed another two for 10th and 

11th.  

Paul’s winner, a Yearling Widowhood Cock 

had been at the Federation race from 

Appleby two days previously and was so full 

of energy on his return that Paul felt he had 

to send him to the race. This Blue Bar Cock 

has already won a 1st Federation and a 5th 

Federation as a Young Bird and is now the 

Bo’ness Open Champion of 2015. The sire 

and dam are out of the lofts of Barry Emms 

& Mick Sault from Norwich. Paul had a 

tremendous young Bird season in 2014 and 

all his winners including this Blue Cock came 

from the Barry Emms & Mick Sault Stock. 

Paul told me he can’t thank Barry Emms 

enough for these terrific birds that have 

allowed Paul to win races in the very 

competitive Winchburgh Club and Scottish 

Central Federation from the day he started 

to put them in the race basket. 

 

May 2015 
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Blue Cock 1st Bo'ness Open 2015 and 1st and  

5th Scottish Central Federation as a Young Bird for Paul Morrison 

 

 

Bo'ness Club baskets on the Scottish Central Federation Transporter waiting to be taken to Appelby 

 



 
 

 

 


