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As I report on the fifth race of the season 

from Wakefield it’s quite hard to believe 

that we are already now halfway through 

the Scottish Central Federation 2015 Old 

Bird Federation race programme. A few 

more races then we are into the Nationals.  

 

Scottish Central Combine basket shuffle 

Once again this week’s Federation race took 

place within the joint liberation of the 

Scottish Central Combine organisations, 

when 3,257 birds were liberated together at 

7:30 am from Wakefield on Saturday 16th 

May 2015 into a North West wind.  

The Scottish Central Federation winner 

from 1,313 birds and first in the entire 

liberation of 3,257 was Colin Crowe from 

Winchburgh on a velocity of 1225.887.  

 

Eric Crowe the quiet man who works behind the 

scenes supporting Colin Crowe's continued 

success 

Colin was also 2nd Federation, timing 

another bird in just under a minute later. 

The winning pigeon is the same hen that 

topped the Scottish Central Federation a 

few weeks ago from Otterburn. She is a 

Frans Zwols x Van Loon and is one of Colin’s 

top racing hens. This hen has now won 3 x 

1st Club and 3 x 1st Federations in under 

two seasons. She is also a good breeder as a 

son from her topped the Federation last 
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year for Peter Keogh. The hen that is 2nd 

Federation is another proven winner for 

Colin. She is a Gaby Vandenabeele x Andre 

Clement. In the last two seasons this hen 

has achieved the following top 10 

Federation positions - 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 7th & 

9th where on two occasions was beat by 

loft mates. The nest brother to this good 

hen has also topped the Federation 

for fellow club member Peter Keogh. Colin’s 

two pigeons were quickly followed onto the 

result by another club mate Henry 

Borthwick who was 3rd Federation. 4th, 5th 

and 7th Federation was Peter Keogh also 

from Winchburgh with his pigeons being 

split by Gordon McKenzie from Broxburn 

who was 6th Federation. John McNeill from 

Broxburn was 8th followed by more pigeons 

from Gordon McKenzie, 9th, and Colin 

Crowe 10th.   

 

Gordon McKenzie the Wakefield winner at 

Broxburn and Uphall Pigeon Club 

I spoke to Colin via email this week and 

again he wanted to mention that his Father 

Eric has really been a great driving force to 

get the best out of Colin’s pigeons. Colin 

would also like me to mention and thank 

two fanciers that have contributed to the 

Crowe family’s success over the past few 

seasons, namely Dave Atkin, from 

Lincoln and Willie Donachie, from Dundee.  

The leading pigeons in the North West 

Federation would have started at 13th 

Scottish Central Federation in the 

liberation. The North West was won by ex 

SNFC Secretary Alan McGonigal from 

Stenhousemuir on a velocity of 1194.964 

that beat 1,229 other entrants.  C&W 

McLaughlin from Bannockburn was 2nd 

Federation. M&R Paterson also from 

Bannockburn was 3rd with A Ritchie from 

Lauriston timing three pigeons in quick 

succession taking positions 3rd to 6th in the 

Federation race.  

At the Fauldhouse Homing Club, which is a 

big Club with 22 members sending 352 

birds, the race was won by C&M Smith who 

also won 1st in the clubs West Section with 

a fancied pigeon picking up £78.25 in pools. 

2nd Club and First in the Clubs East Section 

was Lumsden and Colligan. 3rd was Jim 

Burt, last week’s winner, with Lumsden and 

Colligan timing their second pigeon for 4th. 

5th Club was Hope Brothers and Bryce with 

J McLaughlan taking 6th place. In relation to 

the joint liberation the winning velocity at 

Fauldhouse would have been 39th in the 

North West Federation result.  

The Scottish Midland Federation had 363 

pigeons in the Liberation. The winner of the 

Federation race was R Kerr from Denny on a 

velocity of 1134. 2nd was T McCafferty from 

Chapelhall and 3rd and 4th was last week’s 

Federation winner T Jack from Denny. 5th 

was T McCafferty again and 6th Federation 

was R Kerr from Denny. The winning 

Federation pigeon in the Midland race 
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would have been around the 2nd or 3rd 

Pigeon from Fauldhouse in the overall 

liberation result.  

Again there is no official overall Scottish 

Central Combine result, however it’s good 

to see where the winners stand in respect 

of the liberation result.  With the distance 

moving out a bit more and some North in 

the wind you can see the other 

organisations starting to get closer to the 

Scottish Central Federation winning 

members times.   

 

Bernie Britton and Alec Cockburn. 

Around the Scottish Central Federation 

Clubs it was Mr and Mrs Manger who won 

at Bo’ness although Tom Manger told me 

that some of the praise for this win should 

also be given to his next-door neighbour 

Brian Edwards who assists around the loft 

and enjoys sitting waiting for the birds on 

race days. 2nd was Martin Brown, Shanks 

and Grant 3rd and Pat Ward last week’s 

Federation winner 4th.  Broxburn saw 

Gordon McKenzie and John McNeill 

continue to battle it out for first prize and 

this week it was Gordon to come out on top 

and also claim 3rd Club as well. John 

McNeill was 2nd with Pat Rafferty and Son 

4th. East Calder Racing Pigeon Club was 

won by Colin McReight who was also 4th. 

David Jamieson was 2nd and 3rd.  

It was a clean sweep of the first four for 

Alec Cockburn at Newbridge as he rattled 

the birds in over the sensors at his loft in 

Ratho. At Pumpherston Premier Tam Adams 

was 1st and 3rd, W@G Russell was 3rd and 

Agnes McLeish the Clubs Secretary was 4th. 

Winchburgh and District was won by the 

Federation winner Colin Crowe who as 

stated was also 2nd, 3rd was Henry 

Borthwick with Peter Keogh 4th.  
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