
 

 

NEWS FROM BALERNO 
 

By Norman Dixon 
 

With the start of the 2015 season nearly upon us I 

thought I would just take time to reflect on the 2014 

season within the Scottish Central Federation. I asked 

our Federation Secretary Jo Forrest to give me copies 

of all the official race results and on first glance I 

thought I could summarise the season very easily by 

saying that the Winchburgh Club members, in 

particular Peter Keogh the Federation Vice President, 

Henry Borthwick and Colin Crowe, had a tremendous 

Old Bird Season and Paul Morrison from the Bo’ness 

Club showed us all how to race young birds. 

The year started on 19th April with Peter Keogh from 

Winchburgh winning from 1080 birds at Otterburn, 72 

miles to his loft, just in front of six birds timed by his 

Club mate Henry Borthwick. Peter then timed another 

three to round up the Fed top ten. 

The next race saw Henry Borthwick take the first 

eleven places from 1177 birds sent to Otterburn 2. 

Quite a simple sentence but the work and dedication 

required to achieve such a performance with a finely 

tuned team of widowhood cocks must be obvious to 

everyone. 

Henry’s team continued its good form for the next 

race from Consett, 99 miles, when he took the first 

five positions out of 1439 birds, quickly followed by 

two from Colin Crowe and three from Peter Keogh. 

The mould was beginning to set for the Winchburgh 

Clubs domination of the Federation race calendar.  

At Ripon the following week Peter Keogh timed his 

second Federation winner of the season at the148 

mile race from 1191 Federation racers but this time 

he was closely followed by John McNeill from 

Broxburn, with three in the clock, then Gordon 

McKenzie from Broxburn, Henry Borthwick, Pat 

Rafferty and Sons from Broxburn, Martin Brown from 

Bo’ness, Colin Crowe, and Hamish – J Ferguson and 

Son from Broxburn, all timing single birds to fill up the 

top ten places. 

For Ripon 2 Colin Crowe took the first three places 

out of 1553 birds, John McNeil continued his winning 

form at Broxburn with another three, then it was 

Martin Sneddon from Bo’ness, Gordon McKenzie, 

Henry Borthwick and Peter Keogh delivering another 

strong Winchburgh contingent in the top ten. 

At Wakefield, 175 miles, Colin Crowe struck the top 

again by taking first and second from 1313 birds. 

Gordon McKenzie timed the next three, J Ferguson 

and Son were 6th, John Boyd from Bo’ness was 7th, 

next was Peter Keogh followed by Gordon McKenzie 

again and Pat Rafferty and Son.  

On the 31st May when we moved on to Newark it was 

the turn of Tom and Gina Weir from Winchburgh to 

show their skills in conditioning racing pigeons to win 

top honours at 227 miles. They topped the Federation 

from 1006 birds in front of Peter Keogh 2nd, Shanks 

and Grant Bo’ness 3rd and Gordon McKenzie was 4th. 

John McNeill with three birds timed out to 7th. David 

Jamieson from East Calder RPC timed two for 8th and 

9th with Rab Henderson of Bo’ness 10th. 

For Peterborough 267 miles at a race that also 

doubled up as the Yearling Derby, Peter Keogh won 

the race from 543 entrants and yes it was a Yearling 

so he won the Yearling Derby as well. P Ward from 

Bo’ness was 2nd and Peter Keogh timed another for 

third. John McNeill and Hamish Ferguson were next 

with Mark Doran from Winchburgh 6th. The next four 

birds to claim top ten places were timed by John Boyd, 

Shanks and Grant, John McNeill and John Boyd with 

his second in the clock. 

At the Ripon comeback race on 14th June it was 

Gordon McKenzie from Broxburn who won the race 

from 503 Federation birds after the 147 mile flight to 

his lofts. Gordon actually took the first two places and 

the 4th. John McNeil was 3rd. Colin Crowe, John 

McNeil and Alec Cockburn our Federation President 

from Newbridge took the places out to 7th. G Harper 

from Bo’ness was 8th with Sid Steven and Davie 

Gullane from Broxburn 9th. Henry Borthwick was 10th. 

The Federation Old Bird Open race from Maidstone 

was flown with the SNFC second Inland National. 

Within the SNFC convoy of 4,500 pigeons there were 

278 Federation birds, most duplicated in both 

competitions. Having this mix made no difference to 

the result as Peter Keogh finished the Federation Old 

Bird season the way he started it by topping the Fed 



 

 

with a well fancied pigeon that was 64th Open and 3rd 

Section D in the National. Peter also claimed a 5th 

Federation place 132nd Open 13th Section D with his 

second bird. Second Federation was David Jamieson 

being 94th Open and 5th Section D, in the National, 3rd 

Gordon McKenzie, 132nd Open and 10th Section D, 4th 

Alex Cockburn, 137th Open and 12th Section D, 6th 

John McNeill, 165th Open 18th Section D, 7th D 

Drysdale Bo’ness, who didn’t appear to be in the 

National race. 8th Gordon McKenzie again, this time 

177th Open 20th Section D. 9th and 10th were the 

second pigeons for John McNeill and David Jamieson 

that scored 204th Open 23rd Section D and 284th Open 

and 38th Section D respectively in the National race. It 

was maybe a National liberation but certainly a 

familiar Federation result to end the 2014 Scottish 

Central Federation Old Bird race programme. 

The following major Federation trophies were settled 

at Maidstone. Peter Keogh won the Best Average for 

the Last Three races, Alec Cockburn won the Tommy 

Muirhead Trophy for nominating and timing pigeons at 

the three longest Old Bird races and David Jamieson 

won the George Duff Memorial Trophy for being 2nd 

Federation at Maidstone. 

So if you did spend time reading all of the above you 

may or may not agree with my original high level 

assessment of the season but one thing is for sure 

Peter Keogh did have a very good Old Bird season 

and it did continue into the Young Birds. More on that 

to follow. 

Young Bird Breeder Buyer Sale 

One piece of up to date Federation business to report 

is that the Scottish Central Federation is holding a 

Young Bird Breeder Buyer sale on the 12th April 2014 

at Newbridge Bowling Club, Newbridge.  Penning 

from 12:00 noon and the sale will start at 1pm. Young 

Birds from the fanciers who have been mentioned 

creating the above results will be available as well as 

young Birds from other Federation members and 

friends of the Federation who excel at National and 

Specialist Club racing. It’s a straight £100 to Breeder 

£100 to Buyer competition with the winner being the 

best placed young bird purchased at the sale timed at 

the Scottish Central Federation & Combine Wakefield 

Young Bird race on 29th August 2015. I would invite 

all Federation members to come along and support 

the Federation by purchasing some new stock. And 

when you think about it the very least you could do is 

to just put a young bird in the sale and buy it back to 

give yourself a chance to win some cash at the end of 

the season. Even I’m going to try that. 

March 2015 

 

 

 

 

Colin Crowe of Winchburgh 

 



 

 

 

Henry Borthwick 

 

 

John McNeill congratulating Tom Weir on his Federation win 

 



 

 

 

Peter Keogh with one of Federation winning Pigeons 

 

 

 



 

 

 


