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Pat Ward 1st Bo'ness Club and 1st Scottish 

Central Federation Ripon 

The Scottish Central Federation’s fourth 

race of the 2015 season at Ripon was also 

the first race that the Federations who 

make up the Scottish Central Combine 

worked together to put their pigeons on as 

few a number of Transporters as possible to 

create a joint liberation. This first week of 

collaboration between the organisations 

saw the usual three Transporters, all around 

half full turn into two nearly full 

Transporters with 3,982 pigeons on board.  

Without going into great detail, the first 

attempt at doing this properly has already 

shown the concept works and there are 

good savings to be made for all concerned. 

There were as expected a few logistical 

issues to resolve but all the parties involved 

have agreed to use this years’ experience as 

a learning exercise and hopefully what we 

are doing will benefit everyone and will be 

the beginning of our attempts to secure the 

future of the sport in our area. I would like 

to thank David Blain the owner of Coxydene 

Farm who has allowed his yard to be our 

make shift Lorry Depot for the transfer of 

baskets from the Transporters etc. David 

and his staff, Shirley, Sid and Sids Grandson 

Shane from Coxydene Farm Feeds always 

provide great service as they deliver a wide 

range of Pigeon feeds and products to the 

fanciers in the area and to be honest they 

all deserve a mention just for that alone. 

 

Bernie Britton and Alec Cockburn…were they 

separated at birth? 
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I also want to give a wee mention to Bernie 

Britton from Broxburn who although has his 

own birds at a compound near his house he 

has real difficulties in getting peace from 

the local kids to get involved in any serious 

attempts at racing. Despite this Bernie his 

wife Carol and their daughter Darcy all 

enjoy looking after their Pigeons and Bernie 

always helps his Club to transport the race 

baskets from Broxburn to Coxydene Farm 

and onto the Federation Transporter.   

 

North West Transporter at Coxydene 

The race itself was not an official Scottish 

Central Combine race but for interest I have 

taken a few of the leading birds from the 

different organisations to show an outline 

of a liberation result. 

From the 3,982 birds that were liberated at 

Ripon at 11.25 hrs on Sunday 10th May 

2015, Pat Ward from Bo’ness timed the 

winning pigeon in the Scottish Central 

Federation. Pats winner had the highest 

velocity of the entire liberation and was 

timed at 14.02.55 after flying 151 miles 

1000 yards home. Pats two year old hen 

natural hen was sitting 14 day old eggs and 

very keen. She was bred from gift pigeons 

from Hamish Ferguson from Broxburn 

(dam) and Charlie Hull Ayrshire (sire) from 

M & D Evans lines. In 2014 season Pats 

Federation winner was 1st Club, 2nd 

Federation, 7th Open in the Scottish Central 

Combine Yearling Derby, from 

Peterborough, 270 miles 1558 yards. Colin 

Crowe from Winchburgh was 2nd 

Federation and Tommy and Gina Weir of 

the same Club was 3rd. 4th Federation was 

Ali and Jo Forrest, Jo being our very hard 

working Federation Secretary, also winning 

1st at Newbridge. 5th was our Federation 

President Alex Cockburn also from 

Newbridge and 6th and 7th was Gordon 

McKenzie from Broxburn.  8th was Alec 

Cockburns with his 2nd bird and 9th was 

Alan Brown from Bo”ness. Rounding up the 

top ten was Gordon McKenzie with his 3rd 

bird in the clock. These first 10 birds were 

the first 10 to be clocked out of the entire 

liberation and in fact it was up to the 

velocity of the 18th Central Scotland 

Federation before a pigeon from another 

Combine organisation hit the liberation 

result. I’m sure as the weeks go that will 

change.  

The winning pigeons in the North West 

Federation who sent 1,514 birds to the race 

were timed by C Devine from Clackmannan 

for 1st and 2nd Federation, 18th and 20th 

in the liberation of 3,982 birds. I know 

Alistair McNaughton writes about his 

Federation so I won’t go into any more 

detail beyond naming the first six in the 

North West Federation who in addition to C 

Devine were 3rd Bert Sharp, 4th Rab 

Hamilton, 5th Jim Mack and 6th T Lyon.  
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Ali Forrest Newbridge Winner at Ripon 

Again I know that Andrew McKee does an 

excellent job reporting on the racing in the 

Scottish Midland Federation so I will just 

add that the first six in the Midland 

Federation from 407 birds would have got 

onto the bottom of the first forty in the 

North West Federation but these are really 

academic comments as it was not a proper 

Combine race.  The first 6 in the Midland 

were 1st T Jack, 2nd R Kerr, 3rd T Jack again, 

4th P McIntosh, 5th W Rollo and 6th P 

Anderson.  

At the Fauldhouse Club the first six in their 

race from 460 birds would have split up the 

Midand Federation Fanciers velocities after 

the 4th Pigeon. The winning pigeon at 

Fauldhouse was timed by Jim Burt and I was 

told Jim has already won twice this season, 

2nd George Stewart, 3rd John McLaughlin, 

4th Walter Sneddon, 5th Miller Marshall 

and 6th Lumsden and Colligan. 

The Scottish Central Combine is spread East 

to West across Central Scotland and with 

the strong east south east wind on the day 

making it hard for the birds to get into the 

west, combined with the relatively short 

distance it was always going to be a 

liberation dominated by the Central 

Federation. That said Pat Ward can now 

always look at his winning pigeon and say 

that it was first from a liberation of 3,982 

birds, something no one in this area has 

been able to say at a non-National race for 

some considerable years.  

Around the Scottish Central Federation 

Clubs: Bo’ness: Pat Ward 1st and 3rd, Alan 

Brown 2nd and Alan May 4th. Broxburn and 

Uphall saw Gordon MacKenzie take the first 

three with John McNeill 4th. At East Calder 

Racing Pigeon Club David Jamieson was 1st 

and 2nd with Colin McReight 3rd and 4th 

Newbridge was won by Mr and Mrs Forrest 

and Alec Cockburn took the next three 

place cards.  Pumpherston Premier was 

won again by Tom Adams who also picked 

up 4th place with David McCreight 2nd and 

John Burnside 4th. At Winchburgh Colin 

Crowe was 1st, T & G Weir 2nd with P 

Keogh 3rd and 4th. 

 

May 2015 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


