
 

 

NEWS FROM 

SCOTLAND 

By Joe Murphy 
 

Reading this week’s BHW I noticed a 

photograph and short article on Les 

Davenport of New Alresford in Hants by 

Owen J Vaggers (Pigeons Past and Present) 

which brought back some happy memories 

for me. My dad first had the Cattrysse in 

1968 when he bought some direct from Mr 

Slabbink who had invested heavily by 

purchasing direct from Oscar and Gerrard 

Cattrysse and my dad did very well with 

them over the years. When Margaret and I 

started up in the birds in 1970 he bred us 

some late breds and we continued with this 

family as our base for years. About the late 

70’s I contacted Les Davenport to purchase 

a pair of late bred birds from his top 

pigeons and they duly arrived.  

To tell you the truth I was not impressed 

with the blue hen but put it in the loft (into 

a nest box) along with the chequer cock and 

kept an eye on it. I thought the hen was 

younger and she struggled a bit maybe with 

the travelling but I was not happy and said I 

was going to phone Les up and Margaret 

said ‘Oh do you think you should? He has 

won the national 3 times he will not be 

happy with you’. Still the more I thought 

about it the worse I became as I had 

worked 2 week ends Saturday and Sunday 

day shift and Sunday night shift to purchase 

money and my time. So I phoned Les and 

told him I was not happy with the hen and 

he told me to return it to him and ‘yes’ he 

was not very happy with me. 

When the replacement pigeon arrived at 

the railway station (we used this form of 

transport instead of courier companies in 

those days) I opened the box in front of the 

station master because if it was not right 

then it was going right back to England. 

However she was pure class and bred me a 

lot of good winners and she also won Best 

in Show a few times during her life. I kept in 

contact with Les Davenport during this time 

and also made arrangements to visit him in 

Hampshire. 

I took the overnight train to London’s Kings 

Cross and then another train to Winchester 

arriving mid-morning and Les met me at the 

station. He drove me to his home and I met 

his brother Joe and his wife Emily (Les was a 

Batchelor). We all had something to eat and 

then Les took me to see the birds. As Owen 

said in his write-up Les’ lofts had been 

broken into and his NFC winner Ropley 

Game Lady 2 along with 80 other birds had 

been stolen. At the time of my visit Les had 

his lofts alarmed and a trap that when you 

opened the loft door (had you not known 

then you would have been at least 6 to 8 

feet under the loft). It was so sad that this 



 

 

man had to go to these lengths to stop 

someone from stealing his pigeons. 

I enjoyed seeing these top quality pigeons 

and spent a few hours asking questions and 

listening to this very knowledgeable fancier. 

One thing that stuck with me all these years 

is his dedication to fitness his birds had to 

fly 3 hours a day prior to going to the 

nationals. Plus the fact you had to have 

‘patience’ with the birds letting them 

develop into ‘good pigeons’. (Nothing has 

changed 40 years on.) Emily made me 

something to eat and I came away with 4 

new additions to add to my team of pigeons. 

I caught the evening train from London and 

arrived home after midnight and was as 

‘hyper’ with adrenalin running through my 

veins and all I wanted to do was show 

Margaret the 4 new birds that I had 

purchased from Les. Happy memories, 

indeed. I don’t know if Les is still living now. 

I know he moved away from Hampshire but 

I lost contact with him over the years. 

Good SNFC Birds 

Received an email from Lewis McCalley who 

wrote ‘Hi Joe, I always meant to thank you 

for highlighting the performances of our 

2013 Silver Award winning hen last year, 

but never quite got round to it. Thank you 

for the inclusion and thank you for the 

feature as a whole. It's usually the first thing 

I flick to when opening my BHW. It's great 

to see some of the good pigeons getting a 

mention, top birds that we can often go 

without noticing’. 

‘I recently got a picture taken of my 

favourite pigeon, which with the Scottish 

National Flying Club scored on three 

occasions from over 500 miles with her best 

performance coming in 2012 when she was 

5th section D 19th open in the Gold Cup 

race from Alencon. She had previously won 

162nd open from Clermont a distance of 

523 miles in 2012 and she also won 3rd 

section D 121st open Alencon a distance of 

543 miles in 2014. She has been a good 

honest pigeon to my father and me and was 

bred from a cock from John Ellis of 

Wellbank and the dam from the late Ian 

Toddler Brown of Kirkliston.   

 

I've also attached a picture of our Silver 

award winning hen, who won 2nd section D 

6th open Ypres 446 miles in 2011, then in 

2012 she won 22nd section D 128th open 

Ypres and in 2013 she won 4th section D 

38th open Alencon 543 miles in 2013 

winning her Silver Award in the SNFC. She 

too is a bird that has given us some fun and 

very nice memories. She was a gift pigeon 

from our friends from Plean, Davie Hunter 

and his father Geordie, being bred from the 

lines of their good old Houben cock and a 

pigeon from us down from Jim Hannah 

stock.’ 

‘The day that she won 6th open from Ypres 

we had a couple of friends over watching 

the race with us. These being the wee Billy 

White who asked me what was my fancy for 

the race and I told him there was a couple 

of white flighted hens I thought went to the 



 

 

race in better condition than the rest. As 

soon as the words left my lips the hen 

dropped on to the lander from a southerly 

direction, quite a thrill. On return she was in 

a condition I haven't really seen before or 

since. As can be seen from the photograph, 

she is a dark pied. When I looked at her 

later that evening and her dark plumage 

appeared almost white. I spoke with a 

friend about this and he told me he had 

seen this before mainly in hens sitting 

overdue eggs. Coincidentally she was sent 

to the race sitting on 23 day old eggs.’ 

 

‘The third photograph I've attached is of 

one of our best cock birds at all distances. 

He is known as '1010' and is a son of our 

Silver Award hen mentioned above when 

she was paired to a pigeon from the Blacks 

of Drumore partnership. I'm sure I don't 

have to tell you, Joe, about the Black 

family's spectacular record in Irish national 

racing, nor the quality of their pigeons. 

'1010' won many club prizes as a racer and 

with the SNFC and won 24th section D 

207th from Cheltenham in 2012 distance of 

286 miles, before going on to win 4th 

section D 18th open in the Alencon Gold 

Cup race that same year being a minute or 

so before the chequer hen mentioned 

above. We have had some good (as well as 

stressful) times with these three pigeons 

and hope they are of some interest to your 

reader’s best regards Lewis’. 

 

 

1010 

Received another email, this time from Joe 

Hunt of Dundee regarding his chequer cock 

who has performed so well in the national 

these past few years. He wrote ‘Hi Joe, last 

season you gave my B/CH cock a write up 

under good pigeons. Thank you. Last year 

he went on to win 15 sect 107 open 

Alencon therefore winning silver award, 

unfortunately lost my mother and so took 

my eye off the ball so to speak and forgot to 

claim - more important things on my mind. 

In all, he's won 4 inland diplomas and 3 

from channel they are as follows; 2011 he 

won 112th section C from Eastbourne a 

distance of 422 miles recording a velocity of 

917. Then in 2012 he won 12th section C 

35th open Maidstone flying 397 miles 

recording a velocity of 1111 in the same 

year he won 46th section C 79th open 

Clermont on a velocity of 960 for this 545 

mile race point. In 2013 he scored 3 times in 

SNFC races wining 20th section C 174th 

open Newbury 362 miles recording a 

velocity of 1240 he then went back to the 

Maidstone race point and won 63rd section 

C 198th open doing a velocity of 1074 and 

then he went to Clermont 545 miles and 

recorded 12th section C 36th open and a 



 

 

velocity of 683. Then in 2014 he won 15th 

section C 107th open Alencon flying 575 

miles and recorded a velocity of 640. I hope 

to send him to the inland national and then 

on to the Gold Cup race (that's if the hawks 

don't get him first) and if he does well this 

season I may get Jim Hannah to do picture 

later. All the best for now, yours, Joe Hunt 

of Dundee’. My thanks to Joe for the above 

information and I wish him well in his quest 

of achieving a Bronze and Silver Award in 

the SNFC in 2015. 

Joe’s Jokes 

Some funny stories from REAL doctors hope 

you enjoy.  

Dr One - A woman and a baby were in the 

doctor's examining room, waiting for me to 

come in for the baby's first examination. I 

arrived, and examined the baby, checked 

his weight, and being a little concerned, 

asked if the baby was breast-fed or bottle-

fed. 'Breast-fed,' the lady replied. 'Well, 

strip down to your waist,' I ordered. She did 

and I pinched her nipples, pressed, kneaded, 

and rubbed both breasts for a while in a 

very professional and detailed 

examination. Motioning to her to get 

dressed, I said, 'No wonder this baby is 

underweight. You don't have any milk.' I 

know,' she said, 'I'm his Grandmother, but 

I'm glad I came’. 

One day I had to be the bearer of bad news 

when I told a wife that her husband had 

died of a massive myocardial infarct. Not 

more than five minutes later, I heard her 

reporting to the rest of the family that he 

had died of a 'massive internal fart.'  

Please continue to keep the news flowing; 

to Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 

Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 

4BD or phone 01592 770331 or Email to 

joejmurphy1@gmail.com REMEMBER THE J 

IN THE MIDDLE or log onto 

www.elimarpigeons.com  © Compiled by 

Joe Murphy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


