
 

 

NEWS FROM SCOTLAND 

By Joe Murphy 
 

It has been a hard week this week as our 

bother-in-law passed away on the 7th of 

April and we have been supporting his wife 

and 3 children. It is not until you lose 

someone who is very close to you that you 

realise how much we depend on each other 

and how precious they become to us. Bob 

was in the hospice coming up for 10 weeks 

and they told us that he would not last 2 

weeks so we were blessed that we had him 

that little longer. However it is a sad time 

and by the time this appears in print we will 

have laid him to rest. 

Pigeon Support for young Boy 

Received this from Seona Burgess who 

wrote ‘Hi Joe I am hoping you can give this 

some space in your column, we are 

member of Gladsmuir Club and fly in the 

East of Scotland Federation and are hoping 

to help raise the remaining £20,000 for 

Sebastian’s operation, many thanks, Seona 

Burgess of Mr & Mrs Burgess’. A kind 

hearted couple have raised more than 

£6000 for a youngster they have never met 

simply by auctioning pigeons! Seona and 

Andy Burgess from Ormiston along with Ian 

McKay from Aberdeen helped organise the 

auctions via an online forum. That came 

after Seona heard about the 2 year old 

Sebastian Brokenshire-Dyke who was 

diagnosed with cerebral palsy spastic 

diplegia which impacts upon his legs and he 

is unable to walk independently. The East 

Lothian couple originally set the target of 

£1000 but such was the generosity of the 

pigeon racing community they had to split 

the auction into 3 separate auctions and 

run them over several weeks. The final 

amount was £6333, far exceeded anybody’s 

expectations and Seona flew the 350 mile 

trip to Sebastian’s home town of 

Newmarket in Suffolk to hand over the 

pigeon Basic’s cheque to his family. The 

youngster was diagnosed with the condition 

last May at just 15 months old. He has 

difficulties with muscle control balance and 

coordination. His legs have a tendency to be 

stiff and go rigid in extension particularly 

when he is tired or working hard. This 

makes simple things such as crawling and 

even sitting very difficult for him. He is not 

yet able to stand or walk independently. 

Sebastian would love to be able to do all of 

the things his twin brother Solomon can, 

the things people take for granted such as 

walking, jumping, splashing in puddles or 

even kicking a football. My thanks to Seona 

for the above information and we wish 

young Sebastian all the best for the future. 

Burrell Brothers 

Received an email from Owen Vaggers 

(Pigeons Past and Present scribe) who 

wrote ‘Good afternoon Joe, in your column 

on 13th March you referred to Burrell 



 

 

Brothers of Lanark and I remember reading 

about them some time ago. Unfortunately, 

after a long search I was unable to find that 

particular reference. However, I have 

attached some material from 75 years ago 

and I hope you and your readers find it 

useful, kindest regards, Owen’; whom I 

thank very much for this information. The 

brothers’ methods in achieving success 

from 60 to 600 miles was all down to 

careful studying and breeding and finding 

the best methods to adopt to get the best 

out of their birds, this coupled with hard 

work was the reason for their success. 

Without the spadework, no hobby or job 

can be expected to reach any reasonable 

degree of efficiency and in the racing of 

pigeons it was their opinion to sort out the 

chaff from the wheat when using the race 

basket. This is true even today and is a very 

simple way and the most effective for 

ensuring that your stock contains nothing 

but the survival of the fittest, stamina and 

intelligence are the most essential points on 

the road to success. Regarding the breeding 

side of the sport the Brothers gave this side 

of the sport a lot of time and study, and 

coupled with their experience found that 

line breeding to be the only effective 

method by which they could improve their 

family without introduction an out-cross. 

However if one was needed your own 

breeding has always the advantage of 

carrying the more dominating factors.  

They did this using a circle formation. For 

example they mated F with M which gave 

the youngsters bred (we will call 3) and 

contained half the blood of the parents. The 

second season they mated the cock 3 to F 

his mother and the hen 3 to M her father. 

This produced circles 4 and 5 are produced 

each of which possessed three 4th’s of the 

blood of the parents on the side of the 

circle appears. As shown below, the system 

is the same throughout - each thick line 

denotes that a male has been chosen from 

the group from which it starts, and each 

thin line a female.  

 

Burrell Brothers’ breeding pattern 

The direct object of the line-breeding is to 

come back repeatedly to the half and half 

blood which is made possible by this system 

of breeding without going outside the strain. 

In pursuing this method it is necessary to 

put the best to the best, not necessarily the 

best racer, as the best racer is not always 

the best breeder. So the brothers kept their 

eye on the member of the family that was 

not too good a racer but can always 

manage to home in reasonable time no 

matter what conditions are like. They found 

herein lay the ‘Breeder’. Regarding ages of 

their breeders they used them at all ages so 

long as they were fit and active.  

One item that I found interesting was they 

moved their youngsters at 20 days old and 

they are put into a pannier and soon learn 

to eat, drink and sleep in the basket (the 

same as me). By the time they are moved 

into the young bird loft they have learnt not 

to fear the basket but look on it as part of 

their home so much so that the brothers 



 

 

never needed to handle one pigeon as 

when basketting for a training toss or race. 

They put the basket on the floor and with a 

little persuasion all the birds went in 

themselves.  The brothers’ system was to 

fly the youngsters to 131 miles they thought 

this was far enough. Yearlings raced to 350 

miles and 2 year olds to 450-500 and after 

this age they can be sent to any distance. 

They raced their birds sitting on eggs and 

did not like sending the birds feeding 

youngsters as they felt the old birds were 

on the ‘soft’ side.  

Another thing I found interesting was 

during the racing season the birds are given 

oatmeal in their water on arriving home 

from a race but are NOT allowed to drink 

until they are from ½ to 1 hour in the loft. 

The birds are given fresh water 2 to 3 times 

a day and the lofts were cleaned out every 

day of the year as they were great believers 

in ‘cleanliness’. The kept a note of every 

bird’s performance and had a chart made 

after every race and it was only a matter of 

looking this up if they wished to know how 

a certain bird had fared in the past. They 

believed that it was these small details 

where they learnt the most information 

from. My thanks to Owen for details on the 

famous Burrell Brothers and I hope you 

have enjoyed reading about them. 

Good SNFC Birds  

I conclude this feature with the last 

remaining 4 pigeons that I have found while 

checking the SNFC results they all come 

from East Lothian and start with John 

Bosworth of Elphinstone who has 2 birds. 

His first is a blue bar cock SU12P 6882 that 

last year 2014 flew Buckingham 283 miles 

winning 18th section B 68th open. He was 

then sent to the Gold Cup race from 

Alencon a distance of 533 miles and won 

36th section B 106th open he was then sent 

to the last old bird race of the season from 

Clermont a distance of 506 miles and won 

20th section B 121st open so you will see 

not a bad pigeon winning 3 times in the 

national in one season.  

John’s second pigeon is a chequer white 

flight cock SU11P 728 who in 2013 won 

54th section B from Newbury 321 miles. He 

was then sent to Ypres a distance of 426 

miles and won 5th section B 9th open and 

last year he was sent to Clermont 506 miles 

and won 6th section B 40th open.   

Our next pigeon belongs to next door 

neighbour Richard & Jamie Combe of 

Elphinstone with their Blue Chequer Cock 

SU12 E 1610 he also won 3 times in the 

national in 2014 starting with 102nd section 

B 152nd open Maidstone a distance of 357 

miles, he then went to Ypres a distance of 

426 miles winning 40th section B 68th open 

and then finally he was entered into 

Clermont and won 7th section B 41st open 

flying 506 miles. Last but not least is double 

National winner Jimmy Sanderson from 

Pathhead with his blue bar cock SU10ML 

3240 in 2011 he won 133rd open from 

Clermont (no section prize won) then in 

2012 he was sent to Alencon and won 13th 

section B 43rd open flying 529 miles then in 

2014 he went to the longest race point from 

Ancenis and won 2nd section B 7th open 

flying 593 miles. We wish all the above 

fanciers all the best with these wonderful 

pigeons and hope that they can achieve a 

silver award in the SNFC good luck. If I have 

missed anyone out then I do apologise and 

if you wish to contact me I will highlight 

your pigeon’s performances in my column.  

New Season Ahead  

The new season will soon be starting and by 

the time this article is in print some people 



 

 

will be training their pigeons for the off. 

Every year it is the same old story as soon 

as the season begins the EAST winds start to 

come and many a good pigeon is lost at the 

start of the season so take care as the birds 

are not fully 100% fit yet to face these 

‘killer’ winds.  

As normal I will be delighted to put in any 

club results forwarded to me for the 

column; however I require these for a 

Wednesday as I send my column away on 

Thursday. I require the name of your club 

the amount of members and birds entered 

in each race and details or the first 3 birds 

in the race with the more information on 

the birds the better. I will not accept just a 

name and velocity as this can go into the 

results at the back of the paper. I try to 

make my weekly article as interesting as 

possible and this is what people appreciate 

about the column. People want to read 

about the winning pigeons and how they 

are bred and if it has achieved any previous 

winning performances. So the more 

information on the pigeon the better it is 

for readers address and information at the 

bottom of the article.  

This week’s photographs  

I have added a couple of pictures of my 

yearlings to go with this week’s column. 

 

Mealy cock 

The mealy cock was bred by Sheldon 

Leonard of Arklow and has turned out to be 

a ‘cracker’.  

 

Deweerdt hen 

The chequer hen is from my Deweerdt 

family and I’m more than pleased with the 

type these are producing.   

Joe’s Joke 

4 friends (Ladies) meet 30 years on at a 

school reunion..... One goes to get some 

food while the other 3 start to talk about 

how successful their sons have become. No. 

1 says her son studied economics, became a 

banker and is so rich; he gave his best friend 

a Ferrari. No. 2 said her son became a pilot, 

started his own airline and became so rich; 

he gave his best friend a jet. No. 3 said her 

son became an engineer, started his own 

development company and became so rich; 

he built his best friend a castle. No 4. came 

back with a plate full of food and asked 

what the conversation was about. They told 

her they were talking about how successful 

their sons became and asked her about her 

son. She said her son is gay and he works in 

a Gay Bar. The other 3 said she must be 

very disappointed with her son for not 

becoming successful. “Oh no” said the Lady, 

he is doing well. “Last week on his birthday 



 

 

he got a Ferrari, a jet and a castle from 3 of 

his boyfriends.". 

(This joke won an award for the Best Joke in 

a competition held in Britain.) 

Paddy McCoy, an elderly Irish farmer, 

received a letter from the Department for 

Work & Pensions stating that they 

suspected he was not paying his employees 

the statutory minimum wage and they 

would send an inspector to interview them. 

On the appointed day, the inspector turned 

up. "Tell me about your staff," he asked 

Paddy. "Well," said Paddy, "there's the farm 

hand, I pay him £240 a week, and he has a 

free cottage. Then there's the housekeeper. 

She gets £190 a week, along with free board 

and lodging. There's also the half-wit. He 

works a 16 hour day, does 90% of the work, 

earns about £25 a week along with a bottle 

of whisky and, as a special treat, 

occasionally gets to sleep with my wife." 

"That's disgraceful" said the inspector, "I 

need to interview the half-wit."  "That'll be 

me then," said Paddy. 

Please continue to keep the news flowing; 

to Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 

Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 

4BD or phone 01592 770331 or Email to 

joejmurphy1@gmail.com REMEMBER THE J 
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