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Received some good news from my friend 

Rob Glover in Nuneaton whom I have send 

down some birds for him to test out in the 

Midlands National races and he writes. ‘Hi 

Joe, thought you would like to know about 

one of your birds 5134. I sent her to 

Bordeaux with the Midlands National which 

turned out to be quite a hard national race, 

however she scored, winning 31st section 

and 121st open from an entry of 1700 birds. 

There is also a 2 bird nominated race within 

this race and she won 1st section 17th open 

against 137 birds. She was also my single 

bird nom for the Leicester Continental club 

but so far I do not know her position. I 

clocked her mid-morning the following day 

flying 531 miles and even though there 

were birds into this area, I still think this is a 

very creditable performance. I did not send 

her nest mate 5133 as a hawk had a couple 

of tail feathers out of her and she has not 

been right for the job after that. I will see 

what next year brings for her and hopefully 

she will get over this attack but as you know, 

Joe, not many birds do. However, I will keep 

you posted on their progress. I hope things 

are going ok for you and Kevin. All the best, 

Rob’. Rob’s pair of hens is bred from a blue 

cock that is the sire of our 4th open SNFC 

Alencon 573 miles he is a direct son of 

Gilmour Brothers of Leven’s ‘Robbie’s Boy’ 

winner of 1st open SNFC Falaise. While the 

dam of Rob’s 2 hens is a direct daughter of 

the very special pigeon I have been 

highlighting lately ‘Kingdom Spirit’ the 10 

times SNFC prize winner for George & Brian 

Hunter. So you will see that Rob’s birds are 

bred in the purple and I wish him luck with 

them in the future.  

Belgian News 

Received a nice email from my friend 

Bernard Deweerdt who wrote ‘Hi Joe, nice 

to see you and Kevin did well at the 

distance race in the Scottish national and 

unfortunately had your share of problems 

as well. It is indeed a difficult balance to 

save young birds for later and still give them 

enough experience. We also had our share 

of problems with a house music festival 

about 50 meters away from Tim’s house. 

You can get an idea of the event at the 



 

 

after-movie on their site (dreambeats). This 

went on until 05.30 am and totally 

disturbed some of our widowhood cock 

with light effects, fireworks, helicopters etc 

and this gave us the impression of being in a 

war zone - pure horror for a bird and pigeon 

lover. One of our victims was CLOVIS who 

totally lost his confidence and we thought 

he got over the stress after 4 weeks but 

unfortunately he did not return from his 

final race. Also PICABO got lost from 

Perpignan and that really hurts. We’re not 

the only ones that lost good birds as on the 

satellite picture of the liberation day a 

massive bad weather area in France can be 

noticed but all this gives little comfort. The 

season started with an excellent result from 

a difficult Pau race and a brilliant Barcelona 

with 10 birds in the top 20 against 187 birds 

in the club but after that we had the 

festival ... Normally we do better towards 

the end of the year. Filip lives 500 meters 

away and had only some trouble with the 

noise but not with the light effects and he 

did brilliant with just a very small team of 

birds: winning 1st club St Vincent 127 birds 

with the only bird home on the day. He won 

1st provincial Marseille and to end also with 

3 out of 4 well up on the list from Perpignan. 

We really don’t know how to handle our 

birds next year as it seems they plan more 

and even bigger festivals on this site. We 

really don’t know what to do as politicians 

and the public in general have very little 

understanding for the problems for pigeons 

caused by such an event. It of course 

disturbs wildlife very much and birds in 

particular and I believe this is the only 

argument they might listen to. All this has 

caused bad headaches for everyone 

however I will send you a mail soon with 

details of our winners from Barcelona, St 

Vincent and Marseille. Kindest regards to 

Kevin and please tell him to be patient with 

the birds he moved to his new address. 

Speak soon. Yours, Bernard’.  

Top Barcelona Pigeons past 5 years 

I also noticed on the social media website 

PIPA their ranking for the best pigeons in 

the International Barcelona over the last 5 

seasons. This is based on the international 

results of 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 

from Barcelona. Their number One pigeon 

belonged to Wilfried Stiel of Arcen which is 

a 2008 pigeon 1787997 and it won the 

following positions flying 1160.017 

kilometres. 

 

 

Open Placed   Birds Competing    Year   Co-efficient     Total  
365   25320    2012  1.4415% 
650   25294    2013  2.5698% 
840   21169    2014  3.9681% 
1132   26068    2011  4.3425% 
1617   19089    2015  8.4709%   20.7927%  



 

 

Daniel Aerens of Drongan has 2 birds placed in the top 20 birds with is first bird being 6th place 

this was a 2009 bred pigeon rung 4197812 and it was flying 1080.056 kilometres and won the 

following positions:   

Open Placed   Birds Competing    Year   Co-efficient     Total 200  
 21169    2014  0.9448%   
880   25320    2012  3.4755%  
2229   26068    2011  8.5507% 
3528   25294    2013  13.9480% 
2676   19089    2015  14.0185%    40.9375% 
 
Daniel’s 2nd pigeon won 20th place and was a 2009 bred bird rung 4197773 and it won the 
following positions:  
Open Placed   Birds Competing    Year   Co-efficient     Total 
411   19089    2015  2.1531%     
2222   25294    2013  8.7847%   
2416   25320    2012  9.5419%  
2058   21169    2014  9.7218% 
6179   26068    2011  23.7034%    53.9048% 
 

The Scottish National should be doing 

something along these lines as there are 

pigeons that have done well in the Gold Cup 

race over the years. I try to highlight good 

Scottish pigeons in my column in the winter 

months and I and many others feel that this 

is a task the national needs to undertake. 

We have good pigeons like our national 

winners and our Double Gold Award winner 

‘Kingdom Spirt’ these winners are unique 

and we should be highlighting their 

performances. I have emphasized Spirits on 

PIPA and both George and Brian phoned to 

thank me for giving their hen this publicity. 

PIPA is a WORLDWIDE influence on the 

pigeon sport and we need to be using Social 

Media sites like this to highlight our great 

long distance Scottish pigeons but more 

about this next week. 

 

 

 

 

This week’s Photos 

 

The Wise Men from Isle of Wight. 

Received an email with picture from my 

mate Guy Reed from the Isle of Wight who 

wrote ‘Hi Joe we took this picture last 

weekend in my garden and it includes left 

to right Graham Rann, Guy Reed, Eddie 

Rann, Lee Dyer and Roger Merrin all Isle of 

Wight flyers who have won at the National 

and Classic races. We were chewing the fat 

over this year’s races! You will notice the 
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absence of beer glasses on this occasion as 

the year was taking its toll on these 

dedicated but very small team flyers. With 

the exception of 2 or 3 others on the Island 

this is all that is left willing to fly 500 mile 

plus racing which is a far cry from the days 

when I used to set in excess of 60 clocks for 

the NFC. I hasten to add that the south will 

rise again and drinking will resumed. The 

island boys wish everyone good luck in the 

young bird Nationals and Classics races if 

there's any babies left to race. If all else fails 

we could all turn in to be experts at 

demonstrating Hawk and Falcon events in 

the locality all the best yours Guy’.  

 

Alfie Lawerance, winner of 1st Thurso Ayrshire 

NR Federation. 

The second picture is of Alfie Lawrence of 

Drongan in Ayrshire who has had a 

wonderful old bird season concluding with 

winning 1st North Road federation from 

Thurso well done Alfie.  

 

 

Results 

Angus Federation liberated 905 birds at 

Lauder on Saturday 8th August at 08.00 

hours with Davie Glen of Forfar taking the 

first 7 positions in the federation plus 9th to 

13th and 18th & 19th places Eric Galloway 

stopped him from taking the first dozen 

place by winning 8th place he is also 16th 

federation. Macaulay Ferguson & Curran of 

the same club are 14th 17th & 20th 

federation.   

East section winners are as follows 1st are 

Chick and Ann Carrie of Inchcape with club 

mate B Main in 2nd & 6th places with Kevin 

J Murphy of Arbroath in 3rd & 4th section 

positions. D & D Hay of Gourdon are 5th & 

8th with B Craig of the same club in 7th & 

10th positions Les McKay of Inchcape is 9th 

section.  

Club Winners: Forfar 500 bird’s winner D 

Glen: Montrose 33 birds winner G 

Campbell; Letham 94 birds winner J 

Anderson; Inchcape 103 birds winner C & A 

Carrie; Gourdon 31 birds winner D & D Hay. 

Arbroath 144 birds winner Kevin J Murphy.  

Arbroath RP Society had 4 members 

sending 144 birds to Lauder taking the first 

two places is Kevin J Murphy with the 

winner the same hen who won last week 

from Arniston her sire was bred by 

Crammond & Langstaff of Fontwell (NFC 

winners in 2015) from their Brockamp Euro 

Diamond line crossed with a Deweerdt hen 

bred from a brother of Iban when mated to 

a daughter from a brother to Zinka. The 

second placed pigeon is direct from our 4th 

open SNFC Alencon (573 miles) winning hen 

she is a granddaughter of Gilmour Brothers 

of Leven’s ‘Robbie’s Boy’ winner if 1st SNFC 

Falaise. While the 4th open hen was mated 

to a Guy Reed bred grandson of the 

legendary ‘Wing Down’ winner of 2nd 4th & 
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7th NFC Tarbes flying 676 miles. Third is 

club president Bill Dorward with a DF rung 

youngster. 

Ayrshire Federation news from Jim O’Hare 

who writes ‘Hi Joe the federation were at 

Otterburn and the strings cut at 08-30am 

into a light south west wind. Ardeer Club 

had 8 members sending 128 birds for the 

104 mile journey and in 1st & 2nd place is 

Jim Stirrat who is the man on form. His 

winner was a gift bird from Stuart McIntosh 

of Saltcoats and has already won the 

Barcelona midweek club. 2nd bird was bred 

from J Gregory & son of Belfast and 

contains the very best of the Vandenabeele 

bloodlines.  3rd is John ‘The Bookie’ 

Simpson the young birds sire is a grandson 

of Picanoi bred by G & W & P Macaloney 

and the dam was bred by Mick Bray and 

bought at Doncaster. The dam’s side 

contain the very best of long-time friend Ian 

Cameron of Broadholm and is Van de Poi. 

From Stobs Camp the convoy of 1000 birds 

were liberated at 08-15 am into a south 

west wind.  

Ardeer had 8 members sending 50 birds and 

taking the red card is G Hutchison & J 

Tudhope well known in the country as ‘The 

Favourite Men’ their  young bird being bred 

in the purple ( but no details of breeding 

Joe M) from the best blood lines money 

could afford this partnership will have their 

name in lights soon 

2nd is J Quinn & grandson this partnership 

had a terrible start to the year when a mink 

got into the loft and killed all their birds. 

Ayrshire members pulling together acquired 

young birds from top fanciers and this yb 

was bred by Mr & Mrs Savage Roland 

Janssen breeding. 3rd club is Jim Stirrat with 

the youngster bred down from his good 

black cock and has assured me that I will get 

first round next season. Central Federation 

news from Bernie Britton who writes: 

‘Morning Joe here is our club and 

federation result from Appleby flown on the 

8th August with 6 members sending 308 

birds liberated at 08.00 with no wind at the 

race point. 1st Steven Dullane who also 

wins 8th fed with a natural chequer pied 

hen. The sire was a gift bird from Martin 

Sneddon from Bo’ness from his good red 

chequer hen. The dam is a gift from Jim 

Barnes from Seafield. In 2nd club and 11th 

federation place is Steven Gullane with a 

darkness blue bar hen her sire and dam are 

inbred to John McNeill ‘Sanny’s Memory 

and also the blood lines of Jocky King’s 

famous Mary.  In 3rd club and 12th fed is 

John McNeill with a blue chequer 

Busschaert hen flown natural she is out of 

the stock loft her sire is a son Sanny’s 

Memory while the dam has Sonny’s 

Memory bloodlines and both these birds 

have bred winners. Best wishes to all the 

family Joe yours Carol’. 

East of Scotland Federation: Tom McEwen 

reports that the federation convoy were 

liberated at 08-30am into a south to south 

west wind at Tow Law on Saturday 8th 

August. This turned out to be another great 

race for John Baillie of Tranent not only did 

he top the federation but also took 2nf 5th 

8th & 9th federation places well done John. 

It was also an outstanding race for Mr & 

Mrs March of Prestonpans who finish with a 

great foursome in 3rd 4th 6th & 7th 

federation with Tom Waddell of the same 

club taking the last place in the top 10.  

Prestonpans HS winner of 1st & 2nd places 

is John Baillie with the winner a blue hen on 

1524 she is a Vandenabeele bred from stock 

from Alan Pollard of Uddingston. The 2nd 

birds is a blue cock Michael Van Lint from 

Dean Pallet. 3rd places are Mr & Mrs March 
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with a red pied cock on 1507 his dam was 

from John Brown & son bloodlines and as a 

matter of interest this young cock won 3rd 

Federation from the first race, cheers for 

now Tom’.   

Fife Federation  

Dunfermline HS news from Walker Kennedy 

as son David is away on holiday from the 

Alnwick race 7 members sent 155 birds with 

the first over the pads is Frank Mitchell 

doing a velocity of 1213. In 2nd & 3rd place 

is John Robertson on 1202 and 1198 good 

flying from old John, well that is all for this 

week my regards to you and your good lady 

Walker’.  

Pentland Hills Federation and New Lothian 

RPC news from Andy Miller who writes; 

‘The above organisations held their 3rd 

young bird race of the season, from Tow 

Law a distance of 90-102 miles with 15 

clubs sending 3611 birds. Winning 1st 

Federation and 1st New Lothian is past 

Inland National winner Stevie Lapinski from 

Cousland near Dalkeith he is also 2nd 

federation. His winner flown on the 

darkness is a Van Dyck crossed Herman 

Ceusters, the sire purchased from the RPRA 

one loft race, whilst the dam was purchased 

from the entire clearance sale of Sunnyside 

Lofts. This is the third federation winner this 

pair of birds has bred (all in blaw hames)! 

Third & 4th is J Pryde of Easthouses with 

Woodburn’s Brown and Black in 5th place 

followed by W Pryde & son of Easthouses in 

6th spot.  I & I Hunter of Danderhall are 7th 

with D & J Allan of Woodburn winning 8th & 

9th places. Halley & Kelly of Woodburn are 

10th, once again returns were good Joe 

yours Andy’. 

Club Winners  

Woodburn 268 birds; 1st & 2nd Lapinski 3rd 

Brown & Black    

Easthouses 465 birds; 1st & 2nd J Pryde 3rd 

W Pryde & Son    

Danderhall 671 birds; 1st Hunter 2nd & 3rd 

Kinnear   

Castlebrae 133 birds; 1st Willis 2nd L 

Mitchell 3rd McCormack & Fraser 

Bonnyrigg 152 birds; 1st Neill 2nd Brown 

3rd J Dewar  

Edinburgh Premier 175 birds; 1st & 2nd Mr 

& Mrs Black 3rd Gilchrist    

Gilmerton 235 birds; 1st A W Robertson 2nd 

& 3rd McCue    

Edinburgh West 185 birds; 1st C Bennett 

2nd & 3rd Lamb   

Sighthill 202 birds; 1st 2nd & 3rd Bremner  

Rosewell 73 birds; 1st & 3rd Hush 2nd 

Cunningham & Ness 

Loanhead 277 birds; 1st 2nd & 3rd Smith    

New Lothian 94 birds;   

Peebles 63 birds;   

Inveresk 35 birds;  

Edinburgh Central 0 birds;   

Traprain 540 birds; 1st & 2nd Thomson 3rd 

Newcombe  

Others 93 birds:  

New Lothian RPC had 61 lofts sending 2162 

birds Stevie Lapinski from Cousland is 1st & 

2nd with near Dalkeith, J Pryde of 

Easthouses is 3rd & 4th with Brown and 

Black of Woodburn in 5th spot. W Pryde & 

son of Easthouses are 6th with I & I Hunter 

of Danderhall are 7th with D & J Allan of 

Woodburn in 8th & 9th places followed by 

Halley & Kelly of Woodburn in 10th place.   

Joe’s Jokes 

Paddy is painting his lounge, his wife walks 

in and can't believe how well he is doing, 
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but the sweat is dripping off him. She says 

"Why are you wearing a leather coat and a 

Parker? Paddy says "HELLOOOOO! Read the 

bloody tin, it says, for best results put two 

coats on. 

A woman called Judy  

Judy and Ted got married and had 13 

children then Ted died of heart disease. She 

married again, and she & Bob had 7 more 

children, Bob was killed in a car accident, 12 

years later. Again Judy remarried, and this 

time she & John had 5 more children and 

Judy finally died, after having 25 children. 

Standing before her coffin, the preacher 

prayed for her. He thanked the Lord for this 

very loving woman and said, "Lord, they are 

finally together." Ethel leaned over and 

quietly asked her best friend, Margaret, "Do 

you think he means her 1st, 2nd, or 3rd 

husband?” Margaret replied: "No, I think he 

means her legs, Ethel..." 

Please continue to keep the news flowing; 

to Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 

Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 

4BD or phone 01592 770331 or Email to 

joejmurphy1@gmail.com REMEMBER THE J 

IN THE MIDDLE who wish my weekly 

contribution portfolio on pigeon topics from 

Scotland. 

© Compiled by Joe Murphy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


