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John Tyerman, holding his St Vincent winner 

with Kai and Jimmy. 

Received an email from John Tyerman (who 

is having a very good season with the birds) 

saying ‘Hi Joe, I have just had a phone call 

tonight confirming that your blue chequer 

cock SU 12 2549 (aptly named 'The Murphy 

Cock' a full brother to ‘Lucky’) has won 1st 

Bognor and Chichester club by 90 minutes, 

and is 2nd South Coast Federation from 

Bordeaux last Friday. Our club fly in both 

the Solent and South Coast Feds however 

this is only one result, but I am told he also 

beats all Solent Fed velocities from the joint 

liberation) The joint convoy were liberated 

in blue skies at 6am on 10th July into an 

East to SE wind with plenty overall hot 

conditions in France, so I thought around 12 

hours for the 400 plus miles fly to me here 

at Bracklesham Bay. I was in the garden on 

the phone to Douglas Owen in Dumfries 

when the ‘Murphy Cock’ dropped onto to 

the loft to be clocked at 4-17pm, to record a 

velocity of 1154 ypm. Despite my two 

young grandsons playing in a newly erected 

swimming/splash pool near the loft! This 

cock has, as you know, previously won 

other good BICC National positions for me 

and he would win in the show pen. He flew 

2 earlier Channel races prior to winning 

from Bordeaux and perhaps in hindsight he 

should have gone to the St Vincent 

International which was being flown on the 

same day. There were not many day 

pigeons recorded from Bordeaux - but my 

good friend Ray Hammond of Albury wins 

this longest federation race. Ray, as you will 

know, Joe, is a great distance flyer with 

many previous top performances to his 

credit. After clocking your good cock 2549 

from Bordeaux I thought that a timing of 

around 7-30 pm in the St Vincent 

International would be a good UK pigeon. 

As the wind in the English Channel had 

turned south east and was showing force 

4/5, plus the weather and visibility were 

perfect. I was sitting in the garden with my 

son Jonathan when my good 5 year old blue 

cock 84685, came straight off the English 

Channel and was subsequently timed at 6-
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35 pm, I just had a hopeful feeling that it 

would be a good bird in the International 

race at that time. Later on, whilst looking at 

the PIPA website I saw the radar dots on 

the map showing my pigeon 84685 was the 

first bird recorded into the UK, so I was very 

excited. As the race unfolded my good 

friends, Geoff and Catherine Cooper from 

Peasedown St John won the actual BICC 

race and also featured high up in the 

International result. However, I was very 

pleased that the provisional open positions 

from St Vincent later showed my 1st bird 

winning 5th BICC (UK) and 30th open in the 

International race from an entry of 10,700 

plus birds, so I was over the moon with this. 

Next morning I clocked another 3 St Vincent 

birds between 7-30 and 9-30am and these 

are currently shown as provisionally 

winning, 34th BICC (1311 open 

International), 42nd BICC, (1369 open 

international) and 49th BICC (1407 open 

international). So well pleased with all these 

positions gained on a hard day flying against 

10,700 birds competing from all over 

Europe. I now have 7/10 home from 

Bordeaux and 6/7 from the St Vincent all 

my St Vincent pigeons are again bred from 

my old tried and tested family of the UK 

being Carmichael/Kirkpatrick/Cannon 

bloodlines that I have cultivated over 35 

years of Channel racing with NFC, Classic 

and BICC Internationals and in truth they 

have won literally hundreds of positions for 

me over many years in distance racing. 

Overall, I am well pleased with the past few 

weeks’ racing performances as I also timed 

two good ones to score in the BICC Pau 

International, then the following week won 

4th open CSCFC Pau with a hen flying 15 

hours - when only 5 birds were recorded on 

the winning day. A good end to my OB 

season and we are soon off for a well-

deserved break. Hope you are all well and 

any more Murphy ‘Doos’ will be welcomed 

here! I’m sending you a separate photo of 

me holding the St Vincent bird along with 

my grandsons Kai and Jimmy. Speak soon. 

Yours, John & Linda.’  

Our congratulations to John on his 2 great 

wins also to Geoff and Catherine Cooper; 

John Smale of Abergavenny; Mr & Mrs G 

Mears of Newport; D Bullen & son of 

Croydon; M & A Watson & son of Cornwall 

and Mr Robert A Loft of Tenterden who all 

timed day birds in the International St 

Vincent race - well done. 

I phoned Ron Lilleby of Barrow in Furness 

who bred the sire of ‘Lucky’ and ‘The 

Murphy Cock’ to inform him of the above 

and Ron was telling me that his partner, 

Tony Johnstone, timed in a son of a blue 

cock that I sent down to them from Ancenis 

(same race as the SNFC & Midland National 

race). This blue cock was the father of 

Tony’s 2nd club flying 480 miles as a matter 

of interest the blue cock was bred down 

from a Tom McEwen pigeon from his 1st 

open SNFC Tours winner ‘Petite Rose’ while 

the dam was a descendent of Jim Cullen of 

Uddingston, 2nd open SNFC Tours winner 

(they both won in the same race - who says 

that blood does not tell!). I also noticed in 

the SNFC Alencon report that a section 

prize winner is bred down from some Leo 

Van Rijn’s that I parted with when I sold 

some of them off.       

Good SNFC Birds 

Last weekend I had a couple of phone calls 

regarding my column in which I highlighted 

the SNFC Alencon winners and pigeons that 

I discovered had won 3 or 4 times in the 

national and successfully won Silver Awards 

in the club. However at this point I must 

stress that I do not know the history of 
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every pigeon that competes in the national 

races. Either unless the fancier tells me 

their performances or I obtain them from 

the national results and add them to a file 

that I keep on these wonderful birds. So in 

my defence I did not know that this year’s 

1st section A 1st open SNFC Alencon winner 

Jorgie Girl, raced by Mr & Mrs G & P Power 

of Gretna, had won 2nd section A 2nd open 

Alencon last year and when you add this to 

her 2nd section A 35th open Alencon in 

2013 plus her 136th open Newbury win 

from the inland national. She now wins a 

Silver Award in the SNFC and is without 

doubt a truly Champion pigeon and I can 

only apologise to Mr & Mrs Power for 

missing out her 2nd open win. Believe me, 

this was not intentional as I get a lot of 

pleasure highlighting good pigeons and 

their achievements. I also made a mistake 

with Jock and Isabel Alston of 

Ravenstruther Dewar Trophy winner, 

Rentsrie Reward, whom I said would win his 

Silver Award when in fact he had won this 

award last year when he was 7th section E 

37th open Alencon. His cock has now won 3 

times from Alencon 1st from Clermont and 

1st from Newbury again. Another example 

of the quality of pigeons raced in the 

Scottish National Flying Club My apologies 

to Jock and Isabel on my mistake.  

I now come to a letter I received from 

Jimmy Jackson of Dunbar who won the Gold 

Cup 1985 with Howden Gold when racing 

into Haddington. Jimmy writes ‘Dear Joe it 

is good that you highlight the prominent 

Scottish pigeons in your column. Without 

that many would stay unsung. As you ask 

for fanciers to send you in details I thought I 

would let you know about my dark blue 

chequer hen she has won the following: 

2013 she won 113th open Alencon 532 

miles; the following year she won 6th 

section B 42nd open Ancenis 598 miles and 

this year 2015 she won 27th section B 82nd 

open Alencon Gold Cup race. I think she has 

another positon before 2013 but cannot 

find it. These are not great positions Joe but 

my point is she was attacked by a sparrow 

hawk when she was a youngster and for the 

past 2 years she would hardly come out of 

the loft. She lost all confidence but as you 

know there are many birds that do not 

recover from these attacks. It was also nice 

to see that you mentioned Ramsay 

MacDonald of Gorebridge in your report. 

Ramsay has had health problems but he is 

having a good National season which will 

give him a good lift. As you will see, Joe, I’m 

old fashioned - still using envelopes and 

postage stamps. Wishing you kindest 

regards, Jimmy Jackson.’ My thanks to 

Jimmy for his letter and it is good to see 

fanciers supporting me in my quest to 

highlight these quality pigeons.    

INFC Friendship National 

 

Mark & Malachy with Homer. 

I was over the moon when I heard that my 

dear friend Malachy Maguire & Son, Mark, 

of Newry had won 1st open in the INFC race 

from Quimper. This is the 4th time the 

partnership have won this national as they 

were 1st & 2nd open Friendship national in 

1997. They then won 1st open Picauville in 

2009, and Quimper in 2013 and now again 
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in 2015. I must also congratulate B Cahill of 

Skerries who was 2nd open Quimper 

beaten by the Maguire’s on decimals but 

that’s pigeon racing and to win 2nd open 

national is not a disgrace, so well done Mr 

Cahill. Malachy and Mark are a household 

name in the sport of pigeon racing in 

Ireland as they have won 1st open NIPA 

Fougeres with the only pigeon on the day 

aptly named Home Alone. In actual fact he 

is in the breeding of their 2013 National 

winner who was 15 ½ hours on the wing. 

Home Alone has turned out to be a unique 

stock cock in the respect that he is 

responsible for countless winners not only 

for the Maguire’s but for other fanciers. 

Malachy and Mark are having a very good 

old bird season as they have won 46th 

110th & 198th open King’s Cup race from 

Saint Allouestre in France with a convoy of 

2833 birds competing. From the Yearling 

National from Sennen Cove they have won 

138th 168th 169th & 210th open from and 

entry of 5188 birds. Great flying and well 

done my dear friends it could not happen to 

a nicer family.   

Call for Help 

Received a request for help from Trevor 

Doyle of Dublin who had one of his pigeons 

reported in Edinburgh Scotland by a non-

fancier. He had been racing this mealy hen 

from a race from the south of Ireland and 

could not understand how she was 

reported in Scotland. Trevor gave me this 

person’s phone number and I contacted my 

good friend Andy Miller of Sighthill in 

Edinburgh to see if he could help Trevor 

out. Andy contacted the man and collected 

the pigeon and informed me that someone 

from his work was coming up to Scotland 

on Wednesday of this week and would be 

returning back on the Thursday morning. So 

Andy suggested that he would look after 

the pigeon and give it to his colleague who 

would release the bird in the Wigan area 

and hope that she would make it home to 

Trevor. I notified Trevor of what Andy was 

going to do to help his pigeon and he was 

overwhelmed that Andy took all this trouble 

and asked me to pass on his gratitude. He 

also said that he would inform me if the 

mealy hen returns home to Dublin. My 

mate Guy Reed of the Isle of Wight told me 

he had a Scottish pigeon in SU13DF 1261 

there was nothing wrong with the bird and 

looked a picture of health. I advised Guy to 

give it to the transport driver going up to 

Melton Mowbray at the weekend and ask 

him to liberate it. At least this bird would 

have a few miles help on the road home. If 

this was your pigeon and it is now home 

could you let me know and I will inform Guy 

cheers.   

Joe’s Joke 

A hooded robber burst into a bank and 

forced the cashier to load his sack full of 

cash, then on his way out the door, a brave 

customer grabbed the hood and pulled it 

off, revealing the robber's face. Without any 

hesitation the robber shot the customer, 

then looked around the bank and noticed 

one of the cashiers looking straight at him 

and the robber instantly shot him also. 

Everyone in the bank, by now very scared, 

looked intently down at the floor in silence. 

The robber yelled, "Well, did anyone else 

see my face?" There are a few moments of 

utter silence in which everyone was plainly 

too afraid to speak. Then, one old guy, 

named Frank tentatively raised his hand 

and said, "My wife got a pretty good look at 

you”. 

Please continue to keep the news flowing; 

to Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 

Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 
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4BD or phone 01592 770331 or Email to 

joejmurphy1@gmail.com REMEMBER THE J 

IN THE MIDDLE who wish my weekly 

contribution portfolio on pigeon topics from 

Scotland. 

© Compiled by Joe Murphy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 


