
 

 

NEWS FROM SCOTLAND 

By Joe Murphy 
 

Kevin has all his yearlings settled and tried 

out the national cocks on Saturday and had 

6 of the 12 stay while the others went back 

to the old loft, however as the day 

progressed 4 more returned and he only 

had to go and collect 2 to bring them back. 

He has tried the hens out from a crate to 

the loft in the back garden and they all went 

in the loft however the following day when 

he let them out he was attacked by a 

sparrow hawk and needless to say the birds 

were in every direction. He watched as it 

hunted down a chequer and pinned it down 

on the school football pitch at the back of 

his house. He climbed over the wall and ran 

towards the hawk and pigeon and, shouting 

at it, the hawk let the bird go and it flew 

over his head going over the house and the 

hawk was in pursuit. However at the end of 

the day they all returned to both lofts and 

he put them back in their boxes and he had 

100% with no birds injured so he was one 

lucky laddie. I had my first eggs hatch in my 

loft that could not be transferred to Kevin’s 

racers and my grandson Conner (aged 3) 

has been asking me every day if we have 

any babies so you can imagine his face 

when I put a small squab in his hands the 

smile on his face (see photo) I think I may 

have the makings of a pigeon fancier in this 

wee boy???? 

 

Lanarkshire Photographs 

Received an email from Alex Blyth 

informing me that the person sitting in front 

of the photo with jumper on was not 

Andrew Dean’s father - it was the late J F 

Reid from Carluke. Unfortunately I also see 

many faces and names that are no longer 

with us. As a matter of interest I am just in 

front of Norman Orr with a jumper on. 

Yours, Alex Blyth’. I received a phone call 

from Jimmy Hamilton of Hamilton who was 

in the picture with Andrew Deans and Willie 

Wilson, however we did not know who the 

couple in the picture were. Jimmy informed 

me that this was Major Andrew Hutton and 

his good lady. They visited the Huttons a 

couple of weeks before the Major died. He 

was very friendly with Jimmy’s father and 

the Major was born in the top side of 

Hamilton. Jimmy has kindly forwarded an 

extract from an old book compiled by the 

late Major Hutton along with a photograph 

and I hope to type this up over the next few 

weeks for the column.  

Get Well Soon 

Tam McLeod has forwarded the following 

‘Hi Joe, hope you and Margaret are well and 

I am sure the grandchildren will be keeping 

you on your toes. Just to let the Scottish 

racing pigeon fraternity know how our old 

friend Eddie Newcombe is doing in Malta 

after his stay in hospital. Happily Eddie is 



 

 

now home in his villa in Mellieha after 3 

weeks in hospital. At 92 years’ of age what a 

tremendous constitution he has, (just what 

we would look for in a pigeon ha ha). Eddie 

is still racing the birds when he finds the 

energy and he figured in the result just 

before entering hospital. I know his many 

friends in the sport will wish him well. 

Regarding my own pigeon club Traprain 

Homing Society we will be holding our 

annual young bird sale on the 12th of April 

with the sum of £150 going to the first 

pigeon on the young bird national 

result bought at the sale. There will be an 

advert in the BHW within the next week or 

so. The dam of 3 x 1st federation winners 

(amongst other birds) have been purchased 

at the Traprain sale in the last 2 years so a 

sale not to be missed’!  

Colin Rae of Aberdeen phoned to inform me 

that Robert Thomson of Aberdeen is in 

Woodend Hospital after taking a stroke. 

Robert is a bit down just now and all he 

longs to do is get home to his beloved 

pigeons. In 2013 Robert’s chequer hen won 

1st section G 1st north section 44th open 

SNFC Ypres flying 486 miles and she was 

doing a velocity of 1284. Liberated at 07-

15am he timed her at 18-21 on the day and 

there was not a prouder man in Scotland 

than Robert that day. We wish him a 

speedy recovery and I know that all his club 

and federation members send their good 

wishes.  

Tracking Racing Pigeons 

Continuing with Mike Strano’s email from 

last week he highlights loft position and 

more – Now that better class bloodlines are 

widely spread throughout the pigeon sport, 

the main concern of many is not the quality 

of a pigeon (nowadays, everyone has 

quality of a sort) but form! And when the 

form is good the only problem that can 

keep you from achieving good results is: the 

position of your loft. Your position is above 

all determined by “the mass” and the wind. 

The “mass” is not an insurmountable 

problem for really good pigeons, they can 

detach themselves from the mass; against 

an unfavourable wind however, even the 

best pigeons fight an unequal battle. This 

applies to speed races and long-distance 

races, something that fanciers who live at 

the extreme east or west of their combine 

are very much aware of. Now that it’s not 

the minutes that count anymore but the 

seconds, even on one-day long-distance 

races that sometimes finish in barely half an 

hour, the loft position becomes more and 

more important. By looking at the weather 

forecast, you can sometimes tell even 

before basketting who will lose out and 

“who will bag all the prizes”.  

- Fair competitions for all?  

- Races in which pigeons in the first drop 

and in the last drop, at the west side and at 

the east side have equal chances? 

These there are virtually none! 

Fortunately for the sport, we are living in a 

country in which nothing is as changeable 

as the weather, and therefore Lady Luck will 

smile at one fancier one day and at another 

tomorrow.  

The mass 

Take Belgium. Why do fanciers in Antwerp 

and Brabant take part in the National 

Bourges races all together en masse? 

Because they usually achieve better results 

in these races: Flemish fanciers and fanciers 

in Limburg are less enthusiastic because 

they believe that they have a lesser chance 

in this race, and that creates a vicious circle. 

In central Belgium, fancier’s basket huge 



 

 

numbers of pigeons, this mass influences 

the migration of the pigeons, herd animals 

as they are, and ultimately the end result. 

The less of a “herd-animal” (group flyer) the 

better the pigeon 

Suppose that in Paris 10,000 pigeons from 

Limburg are released, together with 20 

from West Flanders, suppose that there is 

no wind and that they are flying in a 

combined competition. I fear that not one 

Flemish pigeon would show up in the result 

list. Immediately after the pigeons are 

released, the Flemish pigeons would have 

to detach themselves from the immense 

group that is rushing towards Limburg, but 

will they do that? I don’t believe it for a 

moment; I have witnessed too many 

releases for that. At first they will fly north 

together, then their routes will start to 

diverge, the best and most healthy are the 

first to leave the group, and the sooner they 

separate, the less of a curve they have to 

make and the earlier their place on the 

result list will be. And vice versa of course; 

the longer they stay with the group in which 

they don’t belong, the greater the curve will 

be and the lower their place on the result 

list. At least, if they will make it on that list 

at all?  

The wind 

The wind is more of an influence when the 

speed is higher! When the wind is north-

east or even east, then you can still achieve 

well on the east side, but beware when the 

wind comes even a little from the south 

which increases the speed. Then the east 

side will have no good results at all. For the 

rest, in races over shorter distances, you 

often have the advantage in the last drop; 

when the distances are longer then the 

advantage goes to the lofts in the first drop. 

The lofts in the last drop also benefit from a 

bad start. When the pigeons keep flying 

over the release area for a time, that will 

not be taken into account in the speed 

calculations; thus they make a greater 

speed in reality than they are calculated, 

which has the effect that the first drop 

“doesn’t get calculated with enough time”. 

Also, pigeons are not laser beams. On their 

way home they will, as little as that might 

be, deviate from the direct route. And they 

will fly around mountains and hills, and 

through dales and valleys. The speed 

calculations however, are based on a 

straight line, the pigeons are therefore 

again flying faster than calculated and that 

is to the advantage of the lofts in the last 

drop once more. When pigeons from the 

last drop AND from the first drop all deviate 

from the direct route together, and when 

they all come to their senses at the same 

time, the lofts in the first drop will lose out 

again because of a greater curvature once 

again. 

And more 

After reading the above, you could ask 

yourself how the lofts in the first drop will 

ever be able to win a prize. Well, the first 

drop has its benefits too, especially in more 

difficult races, when the distances are 

longer and the pigeons have a head wind. 

- Fatigue is a factor. 

No athlete will run the 1,000 meters on 

average as fast as the 100 meters. 

No ice skater will skate the same laps from 

5 kilometres as from the 500 meters. 

- Also, the wind will almost always 

strengthen during the day. This gives the 

last drop the advantage with a tail wind, 

and a disadvantage with a head wind. 

- Pigeons from the last drop can still get 

caught in bad weather while the rest are 



 

 

already at the loft. I have been fortunate to 

win the national Orleans (sector) several 

times. One time with a high speed and 

some were very scornful about that. 

Had I not always claimed that with high 

speeds, you had the disadvantage in the 

first drop? And my lofts were in the first 

drop. But that race was different. It was one 

of those rare days that the wind slackened 

during the day. While there was not much 

wind here, the speed was high, that 

indicated there must have been a lot of 

wind in France. Closer to home, the pigeons 

had more or less slowed down, they 

couldn’t keep up the high speed of the first 

hours, that to the benefit of the lofts in the 

first drop, and with that for me, my pigeons 

and the other fanciers in my area. 

Bourges 2011 

The BIG race in Belgium is the National from 

Bourges, the last weekend of May.  

This year (2011) the weather was excellent 

but something was wrong to make it a fair 

race. The birds were released with 

headwinds, but the last 200 kilometres the 

wind was south west and increased. That 

was also what the weather forecast was the 

day before. Before the race I told fellow 

fanciers the first birds would be clocked at 

the greatest distance (the Turnhout area). 

They agreed.  

And I even dared to mention the names of 

my favourites: Jan van Oeckel and Rik 

Hermans. I dared to do this for the 

following reasons: 

- Their location. 

- The quality of their birds and 

- The fact that the birds had shown in 

previous races that they were in super 

shape.  

Then Bourges came, many fanciers from the 

Flanders, like Vandenabeele had not 

entered birds and… all top prizes were won 

in the Turnhout area indeed. Quite in the 

north at the greatest distance, and believe 

it or not… The National winners were: Van 

Oeckel and Hermans. On that day we saw 

the same thing in Holland. 

Braad de Joode destroyed the race in their 

province. They raced at the greatest 

distance! In the province of South Holland 

both Verkerk and de Bruyn (neighbours to-

day) race the greatest distance. They won 

the first 5 prizes!  

Quality 

Do you know what in my opinion also 

affects outcome of a race- quality! 

Some districts just have better pigeons, and 

I am convinced that these affect the pull 

and the lesser quality pigeons in the same 

district “benefit” from these. 

That achieving better in certain areas has to 

do with quality, is proved by the results that 

keep shifting from one area to another. 

Presently, other places dominate then the 

ones that did some 20 years ago. For 

instance, fanciers are looking astounded at 

the dominance of places like especially Sint 

Willebrord and Dordrecht in the 

Netherlands, and the regions of Kessel and 

Putte in Belgium. 

Carelessly, the factor of quality is just not 

taken into account, but quality is usually the 

last thing that fanciers think about when 

they are not doing very well, and others 

are.  

Sectors 

To win in the pigeon sport, everything has 

to go well. You must have quality pigeons, 

they have to be in form... and they have to 



 

 

“be there” on that one specific day. In 

Holland, in races of 450 to 700 kilometres, 

they try to even the chances a bit more by 

racing in sectors, so that pigeons that 

wouldn’t even be mentioned on the result 

list in one big national competition can still 

win a prize. Which is good; the “clockwork 

of the pigeon sport” will turn over longer 

when as many people as possible are 

winning prizes. In Belgium they have 

realized that, and nowadays they race 

“Nationals” in zones, so that fanciers from 

the district of Luik are not forced to race 

against the west side of Belgium, but 

besides that there is still a combined result 

list. Pigeon sport is really a village sport, but 

the time that every village had its own clubs 

with good competitions is long past and will 

never return. 

One-loft races 

The above also partly explains the 

increasing popularity the world over of one-

loft races. In such races quality and form are 

all important, and the factor of loft position 

is absent. Also, all the pigeons get the same 

care. In the USA and at present also in China, 

there are even fanciers who only breed 

pigeons for taking part in these one-loft 

races. A few Chinese fanciers don’t even 

have pigeons or a loft themselves. They buy 

pigeons in Europe that go directly to one of 

the immense lofts of a one-loft race 

organizer. There they will live together with 

thousands of other pigeons, to make their 

mark later on. This is one of the chapters of 

the fantastic book that will be released this 

fall by Syndicate Lofts (Peter Fox) England 

with the title: “The best of Ad 

Schaerlaekens volume 2” Volume 1 is sold 

out.  

 

 

I will continue with part 3 next week Joe M  

Good SNFC Birds 

I received an email from Tom McLeod of 

Elphinstone in East Lothian regarding his 

good blue white flight cock SU09P 2118 

known as ‘Blue Moon’ and is one of the 

stars at Constellation Lofts. Tam wrote ‘Joe 

with regards to my pigeon you highlighted 

in paragraph Good SNFC Birds in 6th March 

addition, this cock has actually won 5 times 

in SNFC racing not 4 as stated I’m not 

criticizing you but would just to put the 

records straight.  

His results to date in national racing are as 

follows; 2011 he won 43rd section B 65th 

open from Eastbourne a distance of 382 

miles he was then sent to Ypres a distance 

of 426 miles and he won 9th section B 14th 

open. In 2012 he flew Cheltenham 279 

miles but did not win a section prize 

however he did win 363rd open he was 

then sent to Maidstone a distance of 357 

miles and won 48th section B and 86th 

open. The following year 2013 he was 

injured and did not compete in the SNFC 

races however in 2014 he managed to win 

57th section B 97th open from Ypres 

Centenary race flying 426 miles please find 

attached photograph of ‘Blue Moon’. 

Thanks, Joe keep up the good work you are 

doing a ‘great job’ highlighting all these 

good Scottish National pigeons and all the 



 

 

best to you and Kevin for the new season 

yours Tam’. Continuing highlighting good 

SNFC birds that have won from and inland 

national and have also achieved 2 awards 

from over the channel I have found another 

3 one from different sections starting with 

the south section and this belongs to Mr & 

Mrs G & J Power of Gretna in the Solway 

with their Blue Bar hen SU10S 596. As a 3 

year old she won 132nd open from 

Newbury a distance of 260 miles she was 

then sent to Alencon and she won 2nd 

section A 35th open flying 473 miles. Then 

in 2014 she was again sent to the Gold Cup 

race from Alencon and she won 2nd section 

A 2nd open so twice a 2nd section A winner 

from the Alencon race point.   

Our next pigeon is raced by Jock Brockie of 

Lochgelly in Fife with his blue bar hen 

SU10F 4232 she won 1st section C 67th 

open Newbury as a 3 year old flying 340 

miles she was then entered into the longest 

race in the SNFC calendar from Ancenis and 

won 3rd section C 7th open flying 615 miles. 

Last year 2014 she won 21st section C 

132nd open Gold Cup race from Alencon. 

We travel to the west of Scotland for our 

next pigeon this belongs to Jim Hannah of 

Blantyre with his Chequer Hen SU10L 4462 

this hen has won 3 times from the Gold Cup 

race from Alencon and as a 2 year old she 

was 17th section E 70th open flying 537 

miles then in 2013 she was again 17th 

section E and 88th open and last year she 

won 19th section E 91st open not a bad 

pigeon to win 3 times in the top 20 in the 

section and also be 3 times in the top 100 in 

the greatest race in the whole of Scotland 

the SNFC Gold Cup event. Jim has kindly 

forwarded a photograph of his good hen 

4462 for the column he did stress that she 

would not sit in the box and he took this 

picture in the loft, my thanks to Jim for the 

pic. 

 

 

Joe’s Joke 

A woman goes to the Doctor in Glasgae, 

worried about her husband's temper and 

threatening manner. The Doc asks: "What's 

the problem, Janet? The woman says: 

"Weeell Doctor Cameron, I dinae know 

what to do. Every time ma hubbie Sandy 

comes home drunk, he threatens to slap me 

aroon'. "The Doctor says: "Aye, well. I have 

a real good cure for that. When your 

husband arrives home intoxicated, just take 

a wee glass of water and start swishing it in 

your mouth. Just swish and swish but don't 

swallow it until he goes to bed and is sound 

asleep." Two weeks later she comes back to 

the doctor looking fresh and reborn. She 

says: "Doctor that was brilliant! Evrae time 

ma hubbie came home drunk, I swished 

with water. I swished an' swished, and he 

didnae touch me even once! Tell me 

Doc.wha's the secret? How's the water do 

that?" The Doctor says: "Janet m'dear, it's 

really nae big secret. The water does bugger 



 

 

all - it's keeping your mouth shut that does 

the trick." 

Please continue to keep the news flowing; 

to Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 

Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 

4BD or phone 01592 770331 or Email to 

joejmurphy1@gmail.com REMEMBER THE J 

IN THE. © Compiled by Joe Murphy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


