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After a day of watching the British Open 

golf on TV last Thursday our thoughts 

turned to the weather forecast for the 

Friday as we had 4 birds at the Scottish 

National Flying Club’s last old bird race of 

the season from Clermont. Kevin texted me 

on the Friday morning to say the birds were 

liberated at 06:30am into a light south west 

wind with the winds en route being variable. 

There were 338 members sending 1547 

birds with 464 of these birds sent from our 

section C.  

I spoke to my good friend Guy Reed from 

the Isle of Wight and he informed me that 

the weather was fine with patchy pockets 

of fog mostly near the coastline. However 

the wind was strong enough that the birds 

would rise above this and he advised me 

that it should be a fast race. We left home 

just after 3pm and Kevin had taken the 

afternoon off work so was at home when 

we arrived. After our evening meal he 

checked the lib line and informed us that a 

bird was reported in Gretna at 3 minutes to 

5pm so the excitement starts within you as 

you now know the race is on. I said to him 

we should be looking for birds just after 7 

o’clock as we are flying 540 miles we then 

noticed birds being timed in prior to 6pm in 

the Scottish Borders so the birds were 

making good progress as they headed north.  

However we soon had to move from our 

seats in the back garden as the rain came 

on and the wind had increased to more 

westerly and it was colder than earlier in 

the day. As we stood at the side of the 

house this weather turned out to be a 

storm and at times we had to go into the 

house. As the rain went off we stood near 

the back door when someone from Kevin’s 

work came to collect something and they 

stood talking (Kevin kept looking skywards) 

it soon brightened and there was a piece of 

blue sky when all of a sudden I just 

happened to see a pigeon dropping like a 

stone. I said ‘Here’s a bird’ and as Kevin and 

the others looked up the chequer cock hit 

the top of the aviary. We timed in at 19-

52pm and managed to win 16th section C 

36th open national with this 2 year old 

chequer cock bred by my good friend 

Russell Bradford from Wellingborough in 

Northamptonshire.  

As this cock arrived just after this storm 

(anyone watching the open golf on TV will 

know what I’m talking about) Kevin has now 

named the pigeon ‘Storm’. As a youngster 

he was our 2nd bird to the loft from the 
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young bird national from Leicester 

returning the next morning flying 288 miles. 

He won 67th section C 284th open SNFC 

Maidstone 392 miles with an entry of 4472 

birds and also flew Clermont 540 miles as a 

yearling. This year he had every club race 

and was sent to the SNFC Billericay race 364 

miles then 2 weeks later he was raced with 

the national from Bedhampton 400 miles 

retuning the next morning. He was then 

given 2 short training tosses from Thornton 

and sent to the national Clermont race 

sitting 17 day eggs. As I said he was bred by 

my good friend Russell Bradford. His sire is 

bred from the brother of Bernard 

Deweerdts Champion Iban winner of 57th 

international Dax from 19.420 birds; 10th 

international 17.570 birds Perpignan etc. 

when mated to ‘Spirit of Iban’ bred by Mark 

Gilbert of Windsor. She is from a son of 

Invincible Spirit when mated to a daughter 

of Iban (above). Dam of ‘Storm’ is bred from 

a direct pair of Deweerdts. Her sire is a son 

of Celsior while her dam bred Russell’s 21st 

BBC Bordeaux 509 miles winner and 64th 

BICC International Agen winner flying 562 

miles.  

When I informed Russell that we had timed 

‘Storm’ he was over the moon and is very 

happy with his 36th open Scottish national 

position. I was on the phone to Guy Reed 

when our 2nd pigeon came and she was 

timed at 20-53 this was a blue hen who was 

bred by Lumsden and Colligan of 

Stoneyburn in West Lothian. She has been a 

consistent pigeon and flew Clermont as a 2 

year old last year and this time she wins 

37th section C 100th open to win her first 

SNFC diploma as a matter of interest she is 

paired to the above cock and was sent 

sitting 17 day eggs. I’m sorry but I don’t 

have any details on her breeding.  

The rain came on again and we all moved 

into the kitchen when all of a sudden our 

3rd pigeon a grizzle hen dropped on the 

aviary roof and ran into the trap she was 

sent feeding a 10 day old young bird. She 

won 40th section C 124th open national and 

we were ecstatic at having 3 out of our 4 

entries home in the clock on the day at 540 

miles. The grizzle hen has been a very 

consistent racer and had 5 races as young 

bird then 7 races as a yearling including 3 

races with the SNFC from Buckingham, 

Maidstone and Clermont. She is bred from 

what I call my SNFC Gold Award family, her 

sire was bred by J & W Strang & son and is 

direct from ‘California Star’ winner of a 

SNFC Gold Award she won from 5 different 

race points with her positions being 76th 

open Alencon; 105th open Falaise; 8th open 

Tours; 57th open Andrezel and 12th open 

Bourges. Sire of the Strang cock was ‘Coisty’ 

a winner of 89th open Falaise and 87th 

open Alencon. As a matter of interest he 

was a direct son of ‘California Star’ so this 

was a mother and son pairing. The dam of 

our grizzle hen was bred by Jim Donaldson 

of Peterhead and again is from a mother 

and son pairing. Her sire won 6th north 

section from Ypres and he was mated to his 

mother ‘Reims Girl’ the furthest flying SNFC 

Gold Award in the history of the Scottish 

National. She won 3 x 1st north section and 

2 x 2nd north section (beaten by Loft 

Mates) she won 52 and 239th open Reims, 

7th & 13th open Tours plus a 2nd section G 

from this same race point Tours a distance 

of 707 miles to Peterhead.  

It was quite funny that after we had timed 

the bird in, the bairn said ‘What happens if 

you get the 4th one home?’ and I replied 

‘We will all get drunk’ to which we all had a 

good laugh. I’m very proud of Kevin’s 

achievements this season and although we 
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work as a ‘team’ he has all the daily chores 

to attend to with the race birds so is 

entitled to get the credit.  

SNFC Clermont  

The winner of the Scottish national 

Clermont race is Bruce McKenzie of Dundee 

with a ‘flier’ as his 2 year old red cock was 

the only pigeon in Scotland to do a velocity 

over 1300 ypm as he won doing 1324 to win 

1st section C 1st open. Kevin has informed 

me that Bruce’s 2nd pigeon in 12th open 

place is a full brother to the national winner 

so well done Bruce. Andrew Lees of 

Eyemouth is 1st section B 2nd open on a 

velocity of 1286 with a yearling chequer hen 

Andrew has had a ‘great season’ as he won 

4th & 11th open Billericay. He lost 1st open 

position as the pigeon was not transferred 

which is hard luck. It is bad enough losing a 

club race but to lose 1st open in the 

National is a bitter pill to swallow, however 

he did not let this get him down as he went 

on to win 1st open SNRPC from Billericay 

the following week. Theoretically he had 2 x 

1st nationals in 2 weeks from the same race 

point. Andrew also won 13th open 

Bedhampton and 30th open Eastbourne 

plus 56th open Alencon with his good 

chequer cock Northdale Reliable who has 

now won a SNFC Gold Award his 

performances are as follows: 

2011 4th section B 9th open Clermont 488 

miles 689 yards from 1741 birds 

2012 1st section B 2nd open Alencon 522 

miles 759 yards from 1201 birds 

2014 27th section B 70th open Alencon 522 

miles 759 yards from 1427 birds 

2014 9th section B 52nd open Clermont 488 

miles 689 yards from 1169 birds 

2015 19th section B 56th open Alencon 522 

miles 759 yards from 1416 birds 

Andrew informs me that this is one of the 

best seasons he has ever had. Well done 

from all pigeon fanciers on a wonderful 

season.  

Jimmy B McNeil of Tranent also had a good 

race as he timed 3 of his 4 entries to win 

3rd 102nd and 106th open which is great 

flying. I received a phone call from Phil 

Buckton of Northwich in Cheshire who a 

few years back phoned me to see if I could 

find out who a stray bird belonged to. This 

turned out to be one of Jimmy’s and these 2 

fanciers have kept in touch with each other 

since and Phil would just like to say ‘well 

done’ to Jimmy on his achievements (what 

a nice gesture).  

The first pigeon recorded on the lib line 

wins 1st south section and 4th open and 

belongs to W F Van Nuil of Gretna with the 

East of Scotland press officer Tom McEwen 

and his son Scott of Elphinstone winning 5th 

open. Well done.  

As most readers of my column know I like 

to highlight the breeding of good pigeons 

and Tom & Scott’s late bred in 2013 comes 

into this category as his sire is a full brother 

to their 1st open SNFC Tours winner Petite 

Rose while the dam of their 5th open is 

from a full sister to Bankton Belle 1st open 

SNFC Newbury when mated to her sire 

wonderful breeding 2 x 1st Scottish national 

winners. Gordon Turnbull of Duns is 

another fancier who has had an amazing 

season with the birds as he wins 6th open 

Clermont to add to his now 1st open 

Billericay; 11th 12th & 15th open 

Bedhampton and 34th open Eastbourne so 

well done Gordon. Billy Bilsland of Ayton is 

without doubt ‘Mr Consistent’ and his 7th 

open Clermont is added to his already great 

list of wins this year which is quite 

staggering. He was 10th open Billericay; 1st 
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2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th open Bedhampton, 6th 

& 7th open Eastbourne; 12th open Alencon 

and 30th open Ancenis and he has 

accomplished the feat of having a pigeon in 

the top 30 in every Scottish National this 

year so well done Billy. In 8th open 

Clermont position is another outstanding 

pigeon to the loft of Angus federation 

member Ian Scott of Forfar flying just short 

of 550 miles. Old friend Wilf Flockhart of 

Tranent is still doing the damage with a 2 

year old chequer hen in 9th open and 

making up the top 10 are Ness & Kempton 

of Dundee. Mr & Mrs Elliot of Newbigging 

win 1st section E in 21st open with Gordon 

Willox of Peterhead finishing off a very 

good old bird season winning 1st section G 

28th open flying 588 miles to add to his 2nd 

section G Alencon this year. Davie Jamieson 

of East Calder is another fancier who has 

had an excellent season he wins 1st & 2nd 

section D 31st & 57th open to add to his 1st 

2nd & 3rd section D 11th 15th & 20th open 

Ancenis flying 598 miles. 1st section F is 

Robert Reid of Beith well done to all the 

above mentioned fanciers and their birds. I 

have not had time to go over this last race 

to see if any of the birds I have highlighted 

after the Gold Cup race have won another 

prize in the national. So if your pigeon has 

now won a Silver Award or Gold Award 

then please let me know and I will publicise 

your pigeon’s performances and if you have 

a photograph of the birds all the better. 

Statistics 

Kevin and I have been going over our 

season now that the old bird racing is ended 

and it is quite interesting to note that from 

the French races flying 500/600 mile races 

we have flown this year we have done quite 

well. We sent 9 pigeons to these 3 nationals 

with 5 birds winning a national diploma - 

the 3 mentioned above birds plus we had 2 

birds on the Gold Cup Alencon result flying 

573 miles. We have one of our 2 entries 

from Ancenis arrive home out of race time 

and we have dropped 3 birds which is good 

going when you consider the distances we 

have had to race. Plus we are racing birds 

broken to a new loft and a new location. 

Taking it easy with the youngsters last year 

has not been a successful as I had hoped 

many of you will remember that I let them 

go in 2’s at our house and we had them all 

home from this 40 mile training flight. 

However most of these yearlings have gone 

down in club racing, whether this was 

because they had no racing experience we 

are not sure. Plus the fact these yearlings 

were moved to a new locality after being 

trained to the old loft so I wonder if this 

was that the reason for their losses? But 

this year the youngsters will have to get 

some transporter experience and hopefully 

they will turn out to be decent yearlings as 

we all know you need good yearlings in 

your loft. Kevin is convinced that the 

youngsters must have some racing in the 

year of their birth even if only two or three 

races. We all know it is disappointing to 

loose pigeons and I have heard of some 

‘horror stories’ so far but we have all been 

in the sport long enough to know that all 

youngsters are not ‘Champions’. While on 

bout a champion pigeons my next 

paragraph highlights a very, very special 

pigeon indeed.     

Results 

Kennoway club news from Jocky Scott who 

informs us that Tom Cook won the 

Eastbourne race with a very good pigeon 

that won 9th section C 33rd open in the 

SNFC. From the Clermont race the winner is 

Brian Chalmers with a 3 year old 

widowhood hen who won 32nd open. Alan 

Cassidy is 2nd and he has had a very good 
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season in the national he wins 33rd open 

Clermont with a 4 year old grizzle hen on 

roundabout. Press officer Jocky Scott is 3rd 

club winning 62nd open national with a 2 

year old blue hen flying to 13 day eggs she 

is bred from his Hastie of Berwick pair of 

pigeons. 

Joe’s Joke  

One morning 3 Glasgow lads and 3 Cockney 

blokes were in a ticket queue at Glasgow 

Central train station, all 6 heading to 

London for a Scotland - England 

International at Wembley. The 3 Cockneys 

each bought a ticket and watched as the 3 

Glaswegians bought just one ticket between 

them. "How are the 3 of you going to travel 

on 1 ticket?" asked one of the Cockneys. 

"Ye’ll have tae watch and learn" answered 

one of the boys from the North. When the 6 

travellers boarded the train, the 3 

Londoners sat down, but the 3 Glasgow lads 

crammed into a toilet together and closed 

the door. Shortly after the train set off the 

conductor came around to collect tickets. 

He knocked on the toilet door and said, 

"Tickets please." The door opened just a 

crack and a single arm emerged with a 

ticket in hand. The Conductor took it and 

moved on into the next car. The Cockney’s 

saw this happen and agreed it was quite a 

clever idea. Indeed, so clever that they 

decided to do the same thing on the return 

trip and save themselves some money. That 

evening after the game when they all got to 

Euston Railway station, the Cockney blokes 

bought a single ticket for the return trip. 

While to their astonishment, the 3 Glasgow 

lads didn't even buy one ticket. "How are 

you going to travel without a ticket?" asked 

one of the perplexed Cockneys. "Ye’ll have 

tae watch and learn" answered one of the 

Glaswegians. When they boarded the train 

the 3 Cockneys crammed themselves into a 

toilet and the 3 Glasgow lads crammed 

themselves into another toilet. Shortly after 

the train began to move, one of the 

Glaswegians left their toilet and walked 

over to the Cockney's toilet. He knocked on 

the door and said "tickets please", now 

that's Scottish creativity! 

Please continue to keep the news flowing; 

to Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 

Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 

4BD or phone 01592 770331 or Email to 

joejmurphy1@gmail.com REMEMBER THE J 

IN THE MIDDLE or log onto 

www.elimarpigeons.com 

www.fancierchat.co.uk www.pigeon-

chat.co.uk and www.pigeoncraic.com who 

wish my weekly contribution portfolio on 

pigeon topics from Scotland. 
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Alfie Lawerance, winner of 1st Thurso Ayrshire NR Federation. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 


