
 

 

NORTH WEST CLASSIC 

CLUB NEWS 

By Les Parkinson 
 

This is a club I spent 7 years as secretary 

with and did enjoy the job but like most 

people who do these jobs you feel you have 

to move on for one reason or another. I still 

do the Press Officer’s job for the club and 

cover whatever information comes my way. 

The reason for this coverage for the club is 

because I saw a letter in the letters pages of 

the BHW. The letter was from Bob Sass who 

was the first secretary with the club and he 

had a scrapbook of those early days that he 

wanted to pass on to anyone who wanted it. 

I contacted Bob and he kindly dropped the 

book off at our home which was a very kind 

gesture.  

Although the club is not what it used to be, 

the officials keep working hard to get new 

members and take the club forward. As we 

all know in this day and age that is not an 

easy thing to do because many fanciers 

either stick to their local club racing or have 

a go at the Nationals and the in between 

clubs have to look at other ways to attract 

new members. When I opened the book the 

first thing I saw was the date 1987 which I 

presume was the year the club was formed. 

Below the date the officials listed are as 

follows, President Dave Garnett, Chairman 

John Wolfenden, Vice President Ted Keen, 

secretaries/treasurers Mr and Mrs Bob Sass. 

Committee Gordon Bradley, John smith and 

David Mellor. I think most of those are still 

racing pigeons today. On the next page 

there was a letter from the president Dave 

Garnett, “It was during 1986 on one of my 

many visits to see John Wolfenden at his 

lofts, that in conversation about pigeons 

and racing in the North West we decided 

that the North West needed a National type 

club with channel racing” There was quite a 

bit more in the letter about the reason to 

form the club etc. But the letter finished 

with: “On the 20th March 1987 the club was 

accepted as the North West Classic Club by 

the RPRA. Then on the 23rd March the 

committee held its first meeting as the 

NWCC to discuss the 1987 season and 

membership. The first advertisement was 

placed in the BHW on the 27th March for 

membership and the race programme, from 

which we received 129 members. The North 

West now has its own National Club”. That 

was how the letter finished.  

In those early days Bill Snape and Bob Sass 

did the PO job and there are a couple of 

clippings from the BHW in the book. The 

radius in those days started with the 

southern boundary being 415mls from 

Nantes which cut Middlewich out but the 

modern day radius goes somewhere 

towards the southern end of Crewe, 

however the general radius has otherwise 



 

 

not altered. The club still starts at line 

2.00.00W to the coast with three sections. 

It’s a pity that the photos on the next page 

were not clear enough to reproduce - those 

fanciers of nearly 30yrs ago look quite 

different now.  

The first race the club held was from 

Rennes when 64 members sent 210 birds 

liberated at 7.20am in a South West wind 

that ensured a fast race with the winning 

vel being 1699ypm. This was a good race for 

P.T Lawton from section A, who finished in 

the top two positions winning £200 with 

GB83S67314, a Blue cock, and GB84S80667. 

Gordon Sinclair was 3rd and well pooled, 

winning £347.42 with a 4yr old blue cock. 

Joe E Shore won 1st section B to be 7th open, 

with 1st section C going to Mr and Mrs 

Henry Dolman. What I did notice was that 

there were only 8 hens in the first 50 of the 

open.  

The next race from Nantes saw section B 

where John Lawson got the better of John 

Baker followed by section C winners who 

were again Mr and Mrs Henry Dolman 

followed by 1st section a winner JL Aldcroft.  

The last race in their first year was from 

Worcester for yearlings that saw Gordon 

Sinclair secure 1st and 2nd positions winning 

£563. Maurice McCartney & son were 1st 

section C with next on the list being L 

Liptrott 1st section B. In the first year the 

club saw 187 members sending 629 birds to 

three races.  

The first presentation for the club also held 

a quiz night with the panel being made up 

of Jack Adams who also presented the 

prizes, Dave Allen, Ken Rudge and Keith 

Slack as Chairman. There is also a good 

selection of photos in the book taken from 

the first presentation evening. What I have 

noticed is that the Ponderosa were there 

supporting the club and have done so 

several times over the years. Vetrepharm 

and Gerdon were also an early sponsor with 

the club. There have been some good 

sponsors over the years but they are 

becoming harder to find with budgets 

getting tighter and tighter. I would like to 

thank Bob for taking the time and trouble to 

drop the book off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob sass with Len Wright 

 



 

 

 

Brenda Sass and Keith Thompson 

 

 

Brenda Sass and Trevor Roberts 

 

 

Gordon Sinclair and Jack Adams 

 



 

 

 

Jack Adams and Henry Dolman 

 

 

Joe E Shore and Keith Thompson 

 

 

L Aldcroft with Jack Adams 

 



 

 

 

Maurice McCartney and Jack Adams 

 

 

Ponderosa staff 

 

 

Vin Donnelly and Sid Athroon 

 

 



 

 

 


