
Odlum & Hopkins of Brynna - A Small Back Garden 

Loft Housing a True Champion by Ruth David 

The name deemed most appropriate according to Graham Odlum for 

his favourite racing bird was “Mr Consistent”, a name aptly 

encapsulating some extraordinary performances which continue 

to impress. The majority of this article is concerned with 

celebrating the performance of the pigeon, a quality which is 

often overlooked but can be accurately attributed to this 4-

year old blue cock which takes residence in the town of 

Brynna. 

Retirement at last for Mr Consistent. 

Background and partnership 

Upon being asked the details of his background in racing, 

Graham assured me that it had been the “in-thing” at the time 

and that “a lot of his friends had pigeons as he was growing 

up”. For many, it had been the choice between pigeon racing 

and rugby. Graham has been racing for at least 45 years, a 

figure which places him owning his first bird at the age of 

15. Alan Hopkins is Graham`s half-brother, in some ways a 

silent partner, who now doesn’t have a direct input in the 

workings of the lofts but still holds interest in any 

achievements and will remain on standby to look after the 



birds if  Graham wishes to go on holiday. In the early days, 

Graham confessed that it was no strain in particular which 

made up his collection of birds. For the most part, the 

playing field was dominated by Busshaerts. One of Graham’s 

earliest accomplishments was when he topped the fed from 

Thurso. Graham was quick to point out that Alan played a major 

role in this early success. He also recalled that Ben Paget a 

long serving South West Glamorgan Federation Secretary 

achieved the second spot. It was the first real eye-opener 

that Graham might be on to something with his methods. 

Following this, Graham took a two year break from the sport 

while he was moving house. It was during this time that the 

Federation finished flying north (or as Graham put it north 

road racing “faded away”). When ready to resume his presence 

in the sport, Graham joined the Brynna club based at the Eagle 

Hotel flying in the Rhondda Valley South Road Federation. 

Later, after the Brynna club disbanded he joined the Llanharan 

club flying under the auspices of the South west Glamorgan 

Federation and more recently flies with the Pencoed club again 

with the South West Glamorgan Federation. This federation was 

originally formed over 100 years ago and therefore, has 

certainly stood the test of time. The Embling family of Heol-

Y-Cyw have done much over the years to secure its future and 

my mum often tells me how well the meetings are run: with good 

order whilst allowing everyone a chance to speak. 

Graham also talked fondly about the LlanB -2 bird club formed 

in earlier times between local clubs consisting of members of 

Llantrisant, Llanharry, Llanharan and Brynna. Together the 4 

clubs boasted in excess of 60 members and only two nominated 

pigeons from each club could compete to place members on an 

even footing. A little later the name was changed to LlanT 

when Tonyrefail joined. It is sad to think that none of these 

clubs exist today! 

Mr Consistent, true to his name, has some extensively 

impressive achievements. He was placed 1st in Pencoed Homing 

Society from Marlborough (74 miles) topping the South West 

Glamorgan fed competing against 1,436 birds. Other successes 

include 1st prize from Epsom (140 miles), 1st Fed (744 birds), 

1st Newbury 2nd Fed (523 birds), 1st club Swindon (3rd Fed), 

1st club Newbury (3rd Fed), 1st Club Maidstone (3rd Fed (541 

birds). For all his successes see separate table below. 

Posit

ion 

Club Distance 

(miles) 

Posit

ion 

Fed No. of 

Birds 

1st Pencoed HS 

Marlborough 

74 1st South West 

Glamorgan 

1,463 

1st  Pencoed HS 

Epsom 

140 1st  “ 744 



1st  Pencoed HS 

Maidstone 

173 8th  “ 541 

1st  Pencoed HS 

Newbury 

93 2nd  “ 523 

1st  Pencoed HS 

Swindon 

72 3rd  “ 517 

3rd  Pencoed HS 

Newbury 

93 3rd  “ 951 

3rd  Pencoed HS 

Marlborough 

74 10th  “ 1,126 

3rd  Pencoed HS 

Newbury 

93 17th  “ 883 

3rd  Pencoed HS 

Hullavington 

56 17th  “ 139 

 Pencoed HS 

Guilford 

 14th  “ 1,278 

Mr Consistent at 4 years of age has now been moved into the 

stock loft where hopefully his winning genes will continue to 

breed excellent offspring and remain a worthy asset within 

Graham’s set-up. Graham kindly invited me and my father into 

his home and had the grand idea of a bird’s eye view from the 

spare room. (See Photo below) 

A Picturesque view of the lofts from Graham`s house. Note the 

widowhood loft is to the left with the R/About loft to the 

rear and the YB loft to the right.  



When shown to us outside the loft, Mr Consistent was highly 

eager to return to his eggs. Graham kindly took him out a 

second time to give me opportunity to snap this action-shot 

during the ordeal.  

Mr Consistent trapping into his Racing Loft. 

The dam of Mr Consistent was bred by Lee Payne of Brynna but 

the lineage can be traced back to birds acquired from the late 

Dai Clappe from Splott in Cardiff. The Sire is the same way 

bred as Graham`s Welsh South East National winner from Hythe 

in 2013 who also won 1st Welsh Combine (4659 birds). 

Interestingly Wall, Lunt & Green bred the G/Sire of Mr 

Consistent and the G/Dam bred by Roy Acton of Blackpool bought 

in a 1-loft sale in Barry. 



This year Odlum & Hopkins have topped the fed twice and 

achieved 10 firsts within their club last year, a faction 

which now covers both Llanharan and Pencoed after they joined 

forces, forming a club 12 members strong. We uncovered some of 

the workings within Graham’s system. 

A close up shot of Mr Consistent showing outstretched wing. 

One of Graham`s lofts houses 10 widowhood pairs. These are 

paired up in early February and after rearing a round of 

youngsters are allowed to sit on eggs for a further 10 days 

before being separated from each other for 2 weeks. Only the 

cocks are raced and Graham feels this system works well for 

him with excellent results. This stops the moult and the birds 

hold a good wing for inland and overseas races. 

Graham still has 12 pairs which he races natural/roundabout. 

The method can’t be definitive because Graham uses a 

combination of the two which he has found serves him best. For 

example a yearling Widowhood cock won 1st from the channel 

race from Ypres this year gaining 1st federation but was 

followed by a 5 year old hen (flying natural) taking 4th 

Federation. 



The dam of the Fed winner was bred by Alan Bayliss of 

Nantymoel and was crossed with Lee Payne bloodlines. Graham 

was also 1st Federation 

from Epsom this year 

flown on 10th May with 

a 2-year old hen bred 

by Phil Payne and 

Davies. The 

Natural/Roundabout 

pairs fly inland and 

over the channel and 

are housed in the 

higher loft at the rear 

of his garden 

arrangement. 

Feeding System  

in the morning, 

Graham`s widowhood 

cocks are fed in galley 

pots (using an egg-cup 

full for measurement) 

placed in the widowhood 

boxes. This is changed 

to a communal trough in 

the evening. However, 

the birds always drink 

from a trough placed on 

the loft floor to avoid 

water spilling in or 

around the boxes. After the cocks return from a race a rich 

mixture is used on the Sunday but then the birds are given a 

diet mix (depurative) until Tuesday morning before returning 

to the richer mixture for the rest of the week. Graham feels 

that most commercial mixtures are good and never worries about 

changing the corn mixture as sometimes certain varieties are 

difficult to obtain in his area.  Graham has observed that 

when the birds reach optimum form later in the week they eat 

very little. Normally, after their exercise session they eat 

half an ounce morning and night (or roughly equivalent to a 

handful for every two birds). 

 

Graham proudly holding Mr Consistent (now retired from 

racing). 

Exercise  

This usually takes place between 7 and 7.30am when the cocks 

are locked out of their loft but they are never forced to fly 

and the traps are then opened for the second half hour so they 



can come and go as they please. Additives multivitamins are 

used on the Sunday after the race and Cider vinegar one or two 

days a week. Graham has never flown Mr Consistent across the 

channel although it appearing apparent that he contains 

distance lines. When asked “Why?” Graham`s response was that 

if a cock can fly and top the Fed from inland races why risk 

him across the channel where the risks are much higher and the 

weather more unpredictable. I think this is an answer more 

fanciers could pay attention to! 

 

Conclusion 

 

Clearly Graham is an astute pigeon fancier who has aptly 

fitted his lofts in a garden area surrounded by houses. He has 

certainly resisted the temptation to send his champion racer 

across the channel where big National races beckon and is now 

happy for him to retire to stock at the early age of 4 years. 

This speaks volumes for Graham`s respect for a true champion. 

I would like to thank Graham for giving me the opportunity to 

report on his success. Your kind hospitality and warm welcome 

was greatly appreciated. 

My dad (John David) and Graham enjoying a chat about times 

past and present. 



 

 

W14B00913 Pencil Cock winner of 1st Fed Ypres 2015. 

 

 

 



WHU13B02023 1st Fed Epsom 2015 bred by Payne & Davies.  

 

 

Writing and photography by Ruth David.  

 

  


