Parkinson.L.J. w/e 4th June sent 27th May

Losses

I had a good conversation with Alan Astin on young birds and the systems used recently and we both have similar views on what we should be doing with them. Young birds are quite easily ruined with the darkness system and that is the view of many who no longer use the system and that includes many of the top Belgium fanciers. I am not referring to those who are young bird specialists and nothing else, the ones who sell their young bird teams at the end of the season. The reference to the Belgium fanciers is mainly directed towards those who race the old bird National and International races that matter. What we must all remember is that since the darkness system was introduced to this country the sickness and losses in racing pigeons has been far more than anyone would reasonably expect. The reason that fanciers carry on with the system is because they are chasing the financially rewarding young bird races towards the end of the season. It would be a far better idea to have the same sales, breeder/buyer type of events and race them as yearlings from at least a coastal race point. If that happened many would not use the system and their birds would be far better for it. As many are aware we tried it in 02 and we have no 02 bred birds in the loft for this year in fact we only had two last year, they were all lost as yearlings. It was fine for then as young birds but then they started to fall by the wayside and the least sign of a difficult race they did not show. For those that did get into a channel race they found it hard going and nearly all went by the wayside as yearlings, the two that were left fared no better. This year we should have had some channel-tested 3yo in the race team but there are none and that is not what any fanciers needs who wants to race the channel. 

British International Championship Club

                 Had an e-mail from secretary Jan Deacon which I shall leave as sent so that everyone 

                 gets the point. “Can you please tell as many members as possible the following things that 

                 are important in filling and returning your clock sheets. Each member must have their rubbers in their own individual envelopes and not all put into one. Each member is responsible for entering the ring numbers of birds clocked in on their clock sheet – there is a space provided, this does help if there is a problem with the rubbers etc. Only the WHITE copy should be forwarded to me, remember the Blue copy is YOUR proof that you clocked in anything. When filling in the M.T Set and check it is when you strike of against the members clock and not when the person strikes the M.T. against TIM as it is to let me know what variation I need to put into the computer. These are things that help me a lot. A velocity is helpful but not essential, it is just so that I can check to make sure that I have got things right” Being a secretary of a big club I am aware of what Jan is saying, the same thing happens with the NWCC and causes no end of time lost. In the BICC Falaise II race there was a clerical misunderstanding meant that initially the winners of 1st East Section were not recognised but as always the officials make sure that the winners get the credit they deserve. The section winner is a worthy one and a pigeon that must have put in a lot of hard work to get up to the lofts of Vinny   Wilkinson of Grimsby who covered a distance of 320mls. The pigeon is a ylg light chequer cock known as “Relentless” because no matter what he keeps coming. His sire is a Delbar from Mike Thompson of Grimsby and Vinny would like to thank Mike for all the help and encouragement that he has given him it has been much appreciated. The dam is a Beverdam Janssen given to vinny by Ralph Brown of Spilsby. He was called “Relentless” because no matter where has has been sent and in what conditions he has turned up, as a young bird he went to the BBC Lamballe. Vinny is like many more of the modern day thinking fanciers who has a preference towards the National/Specialist races but still supports the club through preparation of the birds. The reason he joined the BICC was because they were short of members sending in the area to cover costs but it now looks as if Vinny will be sending on his own to some of the races. The team are made up of 25 old birds racing with 15 being on what he describes as a “Sort of widowhood” but they will all be paired after the St Nazaire National in preparation for the longer races. The birds are fed on Paloma Super mix with the Barnsley Blend plus a few peanuts. Vinny was saying that he is very happy to have won the section and looks forward to more arcing with the club. Colin Hoskins of Bexleyheath, Kent was another fancier who was thought to be the section winner due to the distance information not arriving for the actual section winner. So I shall give a mention to Colin who clocked five of his 13 entries in 25mins in this NE wind race, and his first timer was a four-year-old blue pied cock, a previous winner of several top 10 per cent positions in classic-type racing (no club racing is undertaken). The cock is a Busschaert (from Peter Ashby of Belvedere lines) when crossed with a daughter of the Bromley 2B winning blue cock raced a few years ago by the Waters Brothers of Bromley. The racing system is quite straightforward: all birds are flown natural; hopper fed a good mixture and trained hard. Colin’s occupation as a PR and marketing consultant means he travels all over the country so, weather permitting, the birds are trained wherever he goes even Northwards up the M40, M1 and M11. Young birds are not raced just trained hard, which includes single-ups from places such as Dover and all birds’ first competitive race as yearlings is a Channel event, usually with the BICC. Having cleared up the sections what a result it was for the Legge & Legge parnership who clocked their pigeons in rapid succession to finish 1st 2nd 4th 5th 6th 9th 11th open an incredible performance by John & Jaqui no doubt with the help of their g-son. John how about sending me some info up on this race, pigeons, preparation etc, that goes for anyone who has put up a good multi performance in the race. Scott Storie also had a very good race with 3rd 7th 8th 28th 48th open. The Stoke fanciers had a few up in the result with Ricky McGraw leading the way with others from that area being the Barnett boys who were 2nd & 3rd in the first Falaise race. From the same area we also see Mr & Mrs K.Hart up there and also having another good race are Mr & Mrs Nigel Shaw flying over 300mls with a pigeon bred by yours truly. They did have a good race clocking 6 to finish well up in the race. The Harrison/Hull partnership from up in Preston was highly delighted to get in the top 100 flying 350mls. I was talking to Janet Hull when we knew the early times and she was saying that they would be happy to finish in the top 200 from such a good full National race. That was the same with ourselves, happy to finish in the top 100 and breed another to finish above us. Don’t forget if you don’t send it we cannot in clued it that is up to you. This is one of those clubs that shows “If you compete you have a chance against the whole of the country, a true National race”. Well done to all those who competed. Race winners don’t forget that you have a free photo by Bryan Siggers, you can contact him on 01252 679230, it is better to get them done sooner rather than later, you never know you just might lose it as we all know it does happen.  

Mid Cheshire Fed

The latest meeting saw the fed looking to the future when they invited Phil Brown & his brother from RPTS to the meeting to discuss racing from the beginning of 2006. The Federations transporter has given good service for nearly 25yrs so it is now time to move on with the decline in birdage. After discussions a provisional agreement was reached for the season’s 2006 to 2008, this will probably be confirmed after the clubs have been informed of the progress made and put their views forward. It is hoped that any agreement also includes the Wrekin fed who have successfully worked with the Mid Cheshire for quite a number of years. It is also hoped that the two federations will be working together long past the present agreement with RPTS. The secretary also reported that the birdage for the first few races was up on 2004 and with the fed competing in the Cheshire Combine and Three Counties Combine it is hoped that the channel birdage will also increase. The Mid Cheshire has been away from the Combine for a few years, which has resulted in members missing out on the top Combine racing in the North West. This has to be a step forward because there has been so little available at club and fed level for the channel minded fanciers in the immediate area. When the Mid Cheshire did compete in the Combine races they had quite a bit of success and many of those good pigeons went on to score at National level. What I can say about the Mid Cheshire fed delegates for their normal meetings and finance meetings is that they are recognising that there are things to be done and they are getting down to doing them. I know that there are always those with the view that what present organisations have will last their lifetime, the simple answer to that is “It’s a good job the previous generation of fanciers did not think like that” The next finance meeting will be held at Meadowbank Social club Winsford on the 14th July.
What chance

I received a couple of photos from Steve Appleby of a plane when it has gone through a thunderstorm and what the outcome can be. After last weekends racing it makes you think how hard and brave our pigeons are that get caught up and come through such weather. What chance do they have of making it home in good time when the elements are against the. So next time they return late in bad weather just think what they have had to contend with, they are tougher and put up with more than they are given credit for. No wonder they did such a good job during the war years, the brave pigeon the one that we condemn so easily when they do not return.  
Club/Fed News

What a good club the Crewe Premier is with another good send of 446 birds from 27 members in the Wincanton race when they were liberated at 11.45 in a North East wind and what a hard day it was. Mr & Mrs Carl Turner have their birds on the ball with the top two positions on 1295/1287ypm. The winner is a 2y mealy Marcellis w/h cock bred by Len & Cath Clarke and was purchased at the Hope House Hospice sale in 03. This is turning out to be a good pigeon having prized each year and what’s more being beaten by loft mates. They then clocked a 2y dark SVR w/h cock that is a double g-son of Donkere Witpen Daniel, a previous prize-winner as a ylg and was also 2nd Swainswick three weeks ago. Manley & Lloyd are 3rd on 1286 having taken the rubber off a ylg mealy Dordin cock sent sitting 12 days and bred by Colin Lindop. 4th goes to Clark & Parkinson doing 1284 after clocking a 2y FVW pencil cock bred by Mr & Mrs Albert Austin. This cock topped the fed as a ylg and was in front of this weeks 2nd prize-winner three weeks ago, so the same type of day suited these two pigeons. The Marton Village mid-week club is having a stable start to their first season and are looking for better things in the future. In the Hereford race 10 sent 120 that were led home by a Leen Boers hen for Stanley & Eves ahead of Roy Howarth who clocked a mealy Vande hen from the lines of the late Johnny Barrow. 3rd is a blue ylg hen for Pete Fish bred form the Busschaert lines of Barnes & Burrows crossed with the Leen Boers of Terry Eves. 4th is a homebred ylg hen from the strain of White Flight Lofts for Mr & Mrs S. Nicholls. Dave Morrison won the nom when all members timed. The club were also at Hereford when 9 sent 116 with 1st going to L & L.J.Barrow with a 2y SVR hen followed by another of the top Blackpool lofts of Roy & Mark Acton with one of their special ylg hens. D & J. Savage are 3rd with a 2y Busschaert/FVW hen, Derry also wins the nom. Stanley & Eves are 4th after clocking a ylg Leen Boers hen, all members timed. The next race for the club was from Cheltenham when 9 sent 126 with the previous weeks 3rd prize-winner moving up the ladder to 1st place for D & J. Savage and again taking the nom. 2nd goes to Roy Howarth with one from the late Johnny Barrow strain that is another who is doing well this season in the mid week club. A Leen Boers ylg hen comes into 3rd position for Stanley & Eves ahead of Roy & Mark Acton with one of their specials that was 1st in the first race of the season for the Fylde 2B. Kingswood is a race point that is having mixed reviews with some liking it while others would rather not go there in the first place. This was the race point for the Crewe West End when 7 sent 138. Graham Davies topped the list after seeing home a ylg Marcellis chequer w/h cock on 1431ypm. the next two positions go to Colin Lindop whose first bird is a 3y FVW w/h chequer cock followed by a 2y Blue Marcellis w/h cock to record vels of 1406/1400ypm. Mr & Mrs Jimmy Bennett being 3rd after clocking a Marcellis cross 3y chequer on 1396ypm. The Middlewich 5B were also at Kingsdown with Alan Groom clocking one of his very good VDB w/h cocks to collect the red card, this 4y blue chequer has won many prizes and clocks up 1402ypm. Next are Mark & Heather Smith who saw home a 2y chequer Janssen w/h cock on 1398yp0m and a winner of minor prizes. 4th goes to Billy Whisker who clocked a ylg Starview Busschaert w/h chequer cock on 1358. A ylg VDB Pencil cock clocked up 1355ypm for O’Hare & Woodward and collects its first prize. Middlewich FC were also at Kingsdown but held over until Sunday and saw the vels rocket to 1826 with two and 1811ypm for O’Hare & Woodward with all three being ylgs. The winner is a chequer FVW w/h cock, then a chequer pied SVR that won the previous week followed by a ylg SVR that has a few prizes, they collect 1st 2nd & 4th. Stopping the rot are Billy Wilson & Son who took the rubber off a ylg mealy cock raced on w/h and bred from the Ko Nipius stock. In the Rudheath club race from Kingsdown Ian Cooper came in with 1st & 4th on 1804.8/1755ypm. First in the clock is a 2y Busschaert blue cock then a chequer pied ylg cock bred from the Busschaert/VDB cross. Robert Kent comes home 2nd after seeing a 2y Lefebre Dhaenen blue cock drop through the door. That leaves 3rd for Jimmy Smith & Daughter who clocked a ylg blue cock on 1778ypm bred out of the Lefebre Dhaenen cross. Mr & Mrs Terry Williams continue to dominate over at Shavington with another red card plus 3rd. Their winner is a 2y blue h/w cock that is collecting his 6th prizes. The breeding is Vandenabeele x Carrera from George Litherland stock, these two were on 1413/1353ypm. Terry & Sheila then saw home a 2y dark chequer w/h cock from The Pest/Verheye lines. 2nd goes to Martin Williams on 1361 with a 2y dark chequer w/h cock from the Busschaert lines. Mr & Mrs Nigel Shaw saw home a Flor Engles ylg blue w/h hen also on 1353ypm. The Old Lodge had their first visit of the season to Mangotsfield a distance of around 155mls for the members. Taking his first red card of the season after being the nearly man for the last two weeks was club PO Kenny Burns on 1277 with a Frans Van Melbert x SVR bred by Foxwood Lofts. This w/h cock has prized a few times before including 5th Cheltenham, 2nd section NWCC Poole and 9th sec NWCC Poole as a ylg, in this race he was also 5th fed. Kenny also took 4th club 10th fed with his all pooler on 1272 with another bred by Foxwood Lofts from the same family winning £12 pools. Bill Pearson & G-son were again in the cards taking 2nd & 7th club 5th & 11th fed on 1274/1269ypm. Bill’s first in the clock is a 2y Janssen w/h cock winning a few quid from the pools and was also 3rd the previous week. Next for Bill was a Gheyssens/Pauwells w/h cock whose wins to date include topping the fed & Combine two weeks previous plus 2nd club 3rd fed 18th Combine. The remaining cards of 3rd & 6th went to the Harrison/Hull team on 1274/1256 and are also 8th & 18th fed. The teams first in the clock is a ylg chequer pied cock flown on dual w/h, this cock was only bred in June and had one race as a baby and Mangotsfield was only his second race this year. The dam is the Scotch hen bred by L.Smith & Son of Gretna Green from Goldies Choice x Page Girl the sire is Chantilly Pied a g-son of Janssen Bros Chantilly. The teams second pigeon of the day was their consistent dark Cooremans w/h cock that is bred form Anita & Newgate Theo making this the fourth week on the trot that he ahs carded collecting 8th 11th 18th 37th fed 9th combine but no other Combine results available at the time of making these notes. This weeks division 1 winner is Kenny Burns £5 r/u Harrison/Hull £3 plus the xmas nom. Div 2 winner is Kevin Whitney £5 r/u Mr & Mrs Potter £3. Sandbach fancier John Allbutt collected 1st 3rd 4th in the Kingsdown race on 1750/1720/1707ypm. The winner is a 2y blue w/f SVR cock, then an old timer being a 6y SVR/Verheye dropped through the doors, which he has done on many occasions winning prizes from Cheltenham to Saintes. It’s odd to see the third bird clocked because it is a 4y chequer cock with no winnings added, unusual in John’s loft, must be keeping it for the distance. Bob Bagnall stopped the clean sweep when he took the rubber off a 2y blue Delbar/Busschaert w/h cock on 1725ypm. In the Greenbank club race from Swainswick the red card goes to Billy Whisker who saw home a pencil blue 3y cock on 1401. This winner is a Janssen/Kellons bred off the stock of Dave & Lynn Healey of Middlewich and was 2nd in the 5B the previous week. Tommy Hulme & Son are 2nd & 3rd on 1340/1321ypm with two ylg SVR w/h cocks. 4th goes to John Allbutt on 1319 with a chequer ylg w/h cock. The Mid Cheshire Fed race from Wincanton saw 1386 birds competing for top honours. It was nice to see Albert “Toby” Lever at the top of the list, a name that has an excellent record of racing pigeons into the town for many years. The Middlewich team of O’Hare & Woodward are 2nd ahead of Lionel & John Goostry. Mr & Mrs Carl Turner top the list in the Crewe Premier and collect 4th 12th fed. Dave & Lynn (she who likes to shop) Healey collecting 5th 10th 11thwith alan Groom 8th and David & Craig Wilkinson 9th. Sandbach top man John Allbutt is 8th while Eric Taylor pops one in for the Knutsford club. Moulton winner Peter Atherton who precedes Manley & Lloyd, Dudley Niblett and Clark & Parkinson takes 13th spot. Derek Woodward of Rudheath gets a couple in at 17th & 18th followed by fellow club members Robert Kent leaving last fed spot to Ian Cooper. Other clubs are Weaverham where Mr & Mrs John Howman took the first three, as was the case with Wrinehill when Joe Glover did likewise. 63 members of the South West Cheshire Fed sent 805 birds to Swainswick when the birds were liberated at 14.15pm in a North East wind. Terry & Sheila Williams from the Shavington club take the first and last positions with Brian Peake being 2nd 10th & 13th. Greenbank winner Billy Whisker is 3rd ahead of the Middlewich duo O’Hare & Woodward. Roy Jolley is 5th, Alan Groom 6th & 8th with Nantwich winners C.M.Jones & Son 7th & 9th. Mr & Mrs Albert Austin win over at Wettenhall to secure 11th fed followed by Terry Sherratt, Brian Peake & Keith & Chris Hitchen. Thos e who failed to get on the fed result this week included Colin Lindop with the Crewe West End plus Pipegate winners Mick & Joan Yates. Now onto the result of Poynton's Hullavington race when 12 members sent 157 birds which were set free at 9.15 am in a strong North East wind. Well Mike Webb had a field day taking 1st 2nd and 4th club. The first bird a good Van Loon cock on 1321 vel also scored 15th open Staffordshire & Moorlands fed 2nd North Section. It previously won last weeks race when it was 3rd open 1st sec fed. The next pigeon is a Staf Van Reet timed on 1317 vel scoring 18th open 3rd sec fed. This one is again a good bird having had a 1st and a 2nd club this year already. The third bird which on 1303 vel was 4th club 6th sec fed is again a Van Loon. Taking third club stopping Mike having a clean sweep was Geoff Townley. He timed one of his Rapido Busschaert’s on 1317 vel scoring 19th open 4th section fed. Once again fantastic flying by Mike showing he is the top man at Poynton and the man to beat.Just about to pack up for another week and more notes from the Marton Village club dropped through the door. In the Mid week race from Hereford there was a drop in members when 5 sent 64 that were led home by a ylg hen off the late Johnny Barrow lines racing to the lofts of Roy Howarth. 2nd goes to D & J.Savage with a ylg Busschaert/FVW cock that won as a young bird that once again took the nom for Derry. 3rd are Mr & Mrs S. Nicholls who clocked a ylg cock bred by Derek Pedley just ahead of Paul Ellis in his first year racing and it was with a ylg hen that he bred himself. Still with the same club but onto the Saturday race when 4 failed to time from the 15 members who sent 261 birds. This was another tough race resulting in heavy losses for some members. Once again Dave Farrell took the top two positions and all pools dominated the race. First in the clock was a 2y Busschaert/Houben of Barry Fidler stock and was the pigeon that collected 1sdt Cheltenham three weeks ago, Dave was saying that she was very badly cut as a youngster and spent all of last year resting. The second bird is a ylg Busschaert/Leen Boers hen also from Barry Fidler. Dave races all the birds on the roundabout system. 3rd sees Roy & Mark Acton once again in the prizes with one of their Acton Specials whose g-sire won 6x1sts and also flown on the roundabout. 4th was won by an 02 hen for Pete Fish being bred from the Boers/Kuyper stock by Terry Eves. 

Joe Glover

Had a letter from long time fancier Joe Glover who also included a photo of his G-Son Ben who he hopes will follow in his footsteps as a fancier for the future, we need them Joe. This is Joe’s story for the 30th April when he had entered the birds into the Swainswick race. “This turned out to be a late lib and as you know I go to football so there was no-one to time in so I decided to trust Ben to be my loft manager for the day. I spent some time showing Ben what to do and not to forget the plunger. Off to Stoke I went not enjoying the game at all as I was constantly thinking of Ben. Just before half time 3.40pm the mobile phone rang, yes it was Ben to say that he had timed at 3.28pm and had a good race with 13 back. What pleased Ben more was that his favourite “Hawk Hen” was first back. She got her name when she was badly hurt by a hawk inside the loft, his heart must have been thumping when he saw it was her. She was 1st club 17th fed with others that he clocked finishing 4th 5th 6th, what a good start to his clocking days” You will have to go to football more often Joe but pick a better team?. Joe also sent me another story. “On May 8th race from Swainswick I was one missing at night and heard no more of my night owl until the Thursday at 3.30pm when I had a call from a lady down in Somerset to say that they had got a bird and it was sitting in the bedroom, she added that they have cats which they locked up. I then asked her she would let it go when they went somewhere. At 6pm she phoned again to have my address as they were going to the Lake District so I told her to let it go at Keele services. At 8pm she phoned to say that they were on their way so I said that I would meet her at junction 16 on the M^. At 10.25pm she phoned to say that she was waiting so off I went to meet her, a very nice person and so pleased to get the bird back home to me. After a chat I said that ‘you still have a long drive to the Lakes’ only to be told that they were driving back to Somerset that night 4hrs 30mins, to say the least I was speechless, a trip of over 400mls. So I thank Mrs Clarke and will call the pigeon ‘Somerset’ such people are few and far between” 

North West Classic Club

                  With the new systems now being in place we are coming up with a few problems regarding 

                  member’s information that can easily be remedied. Will all members sending to any of the 

                  clubs races please include their region number and distance if you have them on their entry form, this will allow a double check of information and help to eliminate any discrepancy on future results. I have spoken to other secretaries in the bigger clubs who are experiencing a similar problem, which is a problem that can soon be resolved. The first race was always going to be a tester and that was what it turned out to be for both birds and officials, if nothing is sent to try us we won’t improve. Please note that due to an incorrect region number (no idea how) the distance for A.Barnet was wrong. This now means that Alan Barnett drops to 25th, which means that positions16 to 24, move up one place. The corrected result is of course on the club web site www.pigeonsnorthwest.co.uk   Also thanks this week to Kenny Burns who has supplied three photos taken at the NWCC marking night at Preston.
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