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The young birds have grown well after 

having a varied feeding pattern; I say this 

because the pair being in a double 

widowhood box on the side of the shed, 

which is a confined space, they are on the 

open hole. The box below is now open and 

they are due to go down on eggs again. 

Anyway getting back to the feeding, with 

them having access to everything, they are 

picking up all over the place and even 

eating the bread that Elizabeth puts out for 

the wild birds. They are even drinking the 

water out of the fountain where the wild 

birds go and they are growing really well. 

They do have breed and wean in front of 

them all the time in the box and that is not 

going down as much as I would have 

expected it to. No matter what they are 

eating they are right little chubbies in the 

nest. All that I am personally giving them is 

corn and water so any grits and minerals 

they are getting out of the ground and from 

the time they spend pecking around the 

garden it would seem that they are getting 

plenty.  

It will be interesting to see how “Flo” and 

“Fluffy Junior” (Ebony and Graysen named 

them not me) are when they are ready to 

move. We were sitting in the conservatory 

having a brew (sounds as if we have a lot of 

those) talking about the young birds 

growing and what would happen to them. 

The problem is there are at least 10 cats 

within a garden away so if they come out of 

the box and they are not fully flying there is 

a big chance that one of those cast will be 

catching its dinner at our expense. When 

there are a lot of young birds about there is 

not the problem because they go in and out 

together and what one doesn’t see another 

does.  

I wonder what difference the way they are 

being left to themselves is affecting the way 

they are growing because they have shown 

no signs of any health problems like I am 

hearing so many others are having in their 

young birds. In 2002 I started vaccinating 

for PMV and Paratyphus and had no 

problems for years when others were 

having problem after problem. I did notice a 

difference in the young birds when we 

could not get hold of the Paratyphus 

injection so easily. Colombovac did a good 

job with the two injections and I often 

wonder why we cannot always get hold of 

them. You would think with the number of 

pigeons bred every year the production 

lines would be going well and making more 

than a few bob to make it worthwhile. 

Having said that it from what I hear there 

are still fanciers not vaccinating their 

pigeons so this problem is never going to go 

away. What I must add is that when I had 

the stock birds at Crewe with Richard they 

were never vaccinated and they came to no 

harm but they were never let out anyway.  

On the feeding side I had been thinking 

about getting vitamins, grits etc but I am 



PARKINSON 
 

 

now more interested in seeing how they 

grow as they are. I suppose it does come 

down to the question of “are we overdoing 

the additions” given to them while rearing 

young birds. What we have noticed is the 

magpies are having a real go at the box and 

obviously looking at the young birds so we 

have to keep an eye on them. I have added 

a photo of the box conversion because they 

are now feeding big young and looking for 

an option so I opened the box below. 

Another is of the pair on their new nest 

while the youngsters are growing well.  
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