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Fred, staking his claim 

It has been quite interesting watching the 

pair of pigeons in the box on the side of the 

shed. They are left on an open hole from 

more or less first light until the end of the 

day when it is more or less dark. I think 

when we are on the longest days of the 

summer they will be permanently on an 

open hole because they will be coming and 

going all the time and with them having a 

pot of corn in their box all the time it would 

not be so easy to catch them in the box 

together - one or the other is always 

knocking about outside.  

When I had a full loft of pigeons and they 

were out when it was going dusk I would be 

near panicking trying to get them in 

because as we all know there is always the 

odd one who does not want to enter the 

lofts and I think they knew I was getting a 

bit uptight. When you are watching just the 

one pair in a box you take more notice of 

what they are doing. I know that Keith Mott 

has them in small boxes but this is just one 

pair in a widowhood box screwed onto the 

side of the garden shed. These are all I have 

to watch so there is not much else to do 

with pigeons as is the case with a big loft 

full of racing pigeons and a young bird 

team. 

I am surprised at the way Elizabeth gets 

onto me about them being out with the cats 

about and she has said on more than one 

occasion that she will be very annoyed if 

the cats do get them and we do have a few 

with three next door and five between the 

two houses behind. There is no doubt about 

it when they are out all day they learn far 

more about the intentions of cats than 

pigeons exercised for a couple of hours 

each day. When they are out they watch 

the cats until they have gone and like the 

wild birds they are becoming instinctively 

aware of what the cats and what the birds 

of prey can do and therefore act 

accordingly. Pigeons are not as experienced 

as wild birds because they are housed in 

lofts and how many times have we said 

about the wild pigeon numbers increasing? 

But on the face of it the birds of prey take 

out racing pigeons with ease, through 

experience. Feral pigeons appear to have 



 

 

learnt how to avoid them. We are far too 

careful about our racing pigeons and try to 

protect them too much instead of letting 

them learn through experience. Having said 

that we do like to have them under control.  

I know in 2000 when I left them on an open 

hole they appeared more watchful of what 

was going on around them. These two are 

also much quieter when we are in the 

garden and come much nearer to us than if 

they were out with a team of pigeons on 

the garden. With having pigeon lung I have 

not spent a great deal of time in recent 

years in the loft, certainly not as much as I 

would have liked to, so they have never 

been as tame as they could have been.  

I was talking to Mark Smith about updating 

the Unikon ETS for the local clubs and I was 

telling him about the pair and how they 

were progressing, he told me that I should 

race them but I doubt that is going to 

happen. I suppose it would be interesting 

but just think of the training needed for just 

two pigeons, even so it would be a 

challenge and that is what I like about 

pigeon racing which is why I spent so many 

years racing in the NFC. The east weekend 

was a good spell for training and while out 

in the garden we heard that "Whoosh" 

sound each day as the pigeons raced home 

passing just above the house tops. No 

doubt if we had still got a race team in the 

back garden I would have also been burning 

some rubber on the motorway, stuck in all 

that traffic - I knew there was something 

that I did not like about training pigeons.  

One thing I do know is Fred & Freda went 

down on eggs on the 7th April and since 

then he has been doing a lot of flying on his 

own, flying off here and there. He is also 

chasing batches going across the sky but he 

does come back anything between 10mins 

and an hour. He is very often sitting on the 

end of the pergola and if we are at the back 

bedroom window he sits there calling. 

Please remember that I am not doing 

weekly articles this year, I have too much 

going on, however as PO for the North West 

Classic I will be covering that club. 
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