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Had quite a number of comments on the 

pair of pigeons at the side of the shed, most 

saying we should race them but that is 

highly unlikely. What I have done is had a 

shot of their eyes taken and asked a few to 

make an assessment on them. The problem 

is it is not always a good idea to judge a 

pigeon’s eye from a flat photo because you 

do not get the true value. They can of 

course give a very good idea but not as 

accurate as if you see them live. Eye sign 

slides are far better for making a judgement 

but they are now out of fashion like so 

many other things are in life. Even so with 

the modern day technology we can blow 

them up and be able to see them better but 

with not having the lenses to suit the 

camera I do struggle a bit.  

Fred has a good rich eye and one that I 

would expect for breeding and racing, the 

later already proven with him winning a few 

prizes as a young bird and is a pigeon for 

the sprint to middle distance races. Freda is 

a different type, with a strong back and her 

tail does go down when she is in your hand 

and is the type of pigeon I look for in the 

500ml plus races. Freda has a good rich eye 

with a lot of depth to it and does have the 

fifth circle that is an indicator to her 

breeding capabilities.  

Had a call from Dave Healey a few days ago 

reporting a pigeon and it turned out to be 

the hen from the pair sitting eggs in the 

bow on the side of the shed. Must have 

been looking for other company, or where 

she had been staying over winter? I had a 

very busy day and to be fair Liz did tell me 

Dave had called about the hen but I didn't 

finish the job I was doing until 19.30 so was 

wanting to get in and cleaned up after the 

day of taking pics and videos of 40 pigeons 

that had arrived from Scotland.  

When I went to collect the hen Dave said 

she was in good condition and again we 

agreed that she had not spent the winter 

out which is why it crossed my mind that 

she had been looking for somewhere else. 

Over the next few days it became clear that 

she has a second home but at this time of 

the year I would have thought someone 

would see her in their loft. I have been 

watching them and I do recall that earlier 

that day she was sitting on the house 

looking rather bored with life and I have 

also noticed that with the cock. However 

the cock reacts differently and he comes 

down to see us if we are in the garden and 

even when Rod came to drop the pigeons 

off in the morning he passed comment 

about how tame Fred was. He was jumping 

up to get on the baskets, even the empty 

ones, as if to investigate what was going on. 

If we leave the conservatory door open he 

goes into the house to see who is there so I 



 
 

 

have to go in and bring him out. It's got that 

way even the dog allows Fred into the 

house now. Before she would not entertain 

pigeons getting passed the conservatory 

door unless they flew over her head but she 

has become friends with this cock and he 

walks straight past her, so the guard dog is 

now a waste of time.  

It does make me wonder what pigeons 

actually want because they are fine when 

there are other pigeons around but when 

they are on their own you never know what 

they want. As I am sitting here on the PC I 

cannot recall seeing Freda since she went 

off the eggs about 5 hours ago, even 

Elizabeth has been looking for her. They are 

on an open hole in the box so they can 

come and go as they please and I only shut 

them up when the light has gone. I was 

asked by Dave R. who is a new starter to the 

sport about the time they spend out and 

the wings becoming bleached and worn, he 

made the point that you don't see it so 

much in the wild bird population. I did say 

to him that it was a good point but to be 

honest I had not noticed but I will take a 

look later in the year. 
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